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The End Times – Pt. 2
Last week, we started with an overview of biblical prophecy.
Noted the miraculous nature of the Bible:


66 books, 40 authors, 3 languages, 3 continents, 1600 years

 
Preserved with 99.9% accuracy

Filled with prophecy - some  27%

Isaiah 46:9-10

For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,
declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all my good pleasure.”

We noted:

Of the 2500 prophecies in the Bible, about 2000 have been fulfilled to the 


letter.

The same prophets who wrote of Christ’s first coming also wrote about His 


Second Coming.



1500 Old Testament passages focus on the 2nd coming


            300 references to the Lord’s return in the NT (1 out of every 8 verses)
Scripture clearly tells us that watchful believers WILL be able to recognize the signs of His coming.

Hebrews 10:23-25

”the Day drawing near.
all the more as you see not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, he who promised is faithful. And Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
In Luke 21, Jesus gives extensive information on world conditions from the destruction of Jerusalem to the 2nd coming. He closes out by saying:

Luke 21:28


“But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your 

  heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

As we have clearly established, believers who know the scriptures will be able to recognize the season of the Lord’s return.

As a matter of fact:

-  We are told to watch for it over 50 times in the Bible
-  Those who are found watching will be rewarded with the Crown of   

    Righteousness (Luke 12:37, 2 Timothy 4:7).
To appreciate the times we live in, we really need to understand the big picture of God’s redemptive program.  
Gen 12 – God chose Abraham’s descendants to bring salvation to the world

Abrahamic Covenant – Land, Seed, Blessing


God’s line in the sand with Satan


Unilaterally ratified by God alone – not dependent on human effort
Terry Hulbert (CIU professor) taught that this covenant is God’s line in the sand with Satan.  


After the rebellion of Satan, God set his plan in motion to ultimately defeat 

the rebel kingdom.  

He created earth and man (who had to choose between the kingdoms).


In order to demonstrate His ultimate authority, God set “standards of 

performance” for Himself.  This is the Abrahamic covenant.



This is how God has said He will prove Who He is.




In this promise, He has declared the end of the story. 


Therefore, Satan has done and is doing everything in his power to destroy 

the Jewish people and prevent God from fulfilling the covenant so God will 

be made a liar.  

Abraham – Isaac – Jacob – Joseph

400 years in Egypt --  Moses takes to Promised Land

Deuteronomy covenant –  use of the land was conditional

Disobedience resulted in removal from land 800 years later


732 BC – Northern Kingdom fell to Assyria

586 BC – Southern Kingdom fell to Babylon

Last week, we looked at the prophecy given through Daniel.
Read Daniel 9:20-27

So Daniel is told that there are 70 weeks remaining for Israel in which God will:

· Finish the transgression and make an end of sin (Stop their rebellion

                  and finally submit to God)

· Make an atonement for their sin

· Bring in everlasting righteousness (Millennial Kingdom)

· Seal up the vision and prophecy (Complete its fulfillment)

· Annoint the Most Holy (Accept the Messiah as their ruler)

These “weeks” are actually weeks of years instead of days, so 1 week is 7 years.

God tells Daniel that there are 490 (360 day) years remaining for Israel to take us to the end of history as we know it.

We know from the passage that the 70 weeks started when Cyrus issued the decree to rebuild Jerusalem.  The 69th week ended when Jesus entered Jerusalem in the triumphal entry.  
Note:  The 70th week (7 years) is missing.
Q:  So where is the last week?

7 year tribulation period

Q:  Why the gap?

Rom 11:1a, 2a 11, 25-27

I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?  May it 


  never be!  God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 

  I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never   

  be!  But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to    

           make them jealous. For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed 
           of this mystery – so that you will not be wise in your own estimation – 
           that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 

  Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved.

Q:  So, what does this say about Israel vs. the church?

God pressed the pause button in His dealings with Israel so that Gentiles could be brought into His kingdom.  We are currently living in this pause – the church age.

When the “fullness of the Gentiles has come in”, God will remove the church from the world in the rapture and the focus of God’s redemptive program will once again shift to Israel. 

Q:  What is the event that starts the last 7 years?


Daniel 9:27


“And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the 

  middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on 

  the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate…”

So, we’ve been in the “pause” for almost 2000 years and we know that, according to God’s word, the “play” button is pressed again as soon as the Antichrist signs the “peace covenant” with Israel and the “many”


This ushers in the 7 year Tribulation Period so vividly described in the book 


of Revelation.

The question is:  Will the church be here on Earth during the Tribulation?

There are differing views on this issue, but it is my belief that the answer is NO. 

Jesus introduced the Rapture to his disciples shortly before his arrest and crucifixion.


John 14:1-3


“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  In my 

Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told 

you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and receive you to Myself that where I am, there you may be 

also.”

The Apostle Paul developed the doctrine further in his letters to the Corinthian and Thessalonian churches.


I Corinthians 15:50-52
“ I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  Behold!  I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  

I Thessalonians 4:13-18

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.   For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep ]in Jesus.   For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.   For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.   Therefore comfort one another with these words.


So, scripture clearly teaches that, at some point in time, Christ will come in the clouds for His church. 


-   The dead IN CHRIST will be resurrected first.


-   Living believers will be caught up into the air with them to be with Jesus 

    forever.

-   It will happen in an instant

It has been argued that the word Rapture isn’t even in the Bible.

This is true – if you are reading an English translation.


The New Testament was written primarily in Greek.



The word for “caught up” in I Thessalonians 4 is harpazo.



Jerome translated the Greek New Testament into Latin in the 



4th century AD.  He translated harpazo into raeptius.




Rapio = to seize, snatch, or seize away




This came into English as Rapture

So, we could accurately say that I Thessalonians 4 describes the “catching 

away of the church” or the “seizing away of the church” 

Mark Hitchock in his book The End writes:


“The church age will end someday with the Rapture, just as suddenly and


  dramatically as it began on the Day of Pentecost, when Christ’s body of 

  believers is called up to meet Him in the air.  While there are several 

  reasons for the Rapture, the primary purpose for the Rapture is to end the 

  church age.”

Q:  So, where are we on the timeline? 

      How close are we to the 70th week?

      How would we know?

There are loads of OT prophecies that deal with the future scattering at restoration of  Israel.  

God would restore Israel

Amos 9:14-15
I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” says the Lord your God.

The people would return to their own land

Ezek 34:12-13

As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather the from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land

Jeremiah 31:10
“Hear the word of the Lord, O nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands:  ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’

Israel would be reborn in one day

Isaiah 66:7-8
“Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains come upon her, she delivers a son. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children.” 

These prophecies have been fulfilled in our lifetimes.
Israel became a nation again IN ONE DAY on May 14, 1948.

Temple

We know from Daniel and Revelation that a 3rd temple will be built in the last days.


Antichrist will seat himself there to be worshipped as God


Plans for this are very advanced, even as we speak.
Temple Institute has:




Reconvened the Sanhedrin




Started training the Levitical priests




Manufactured all the implements of worship (pictures online)





Menorrah





Table of Showbread





Incense altar





High Priest’s robe with breastplate




Begun actual run-throughs of the Feasts and sacrifices


They even have detailed architectural plans for the temple




Virtual tour online at their website (www.templeinstitute.org)
Coming Wars
Not all of the news is good for Israel.   
Scripture details several wars that will happen in the last days.

These are taking shape in the headlines today!
Isaiah 17 Propecy
Read Is 17:1-3

Damascus, Syria is one of the oldest continually inhabited cities in the world.

Q:  What’s happening in Damascus today?

Much of Damascus has already been destroyed

Ezekiel 37-38

Ezekiel 38-39 records an end time invasion of Israel.

Vs 8 


“After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come 


Into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been 


gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had been a 


continual waste; but its people were brought out from the nations, and they 
are living securely, all of them” 

All players now in place – those for and those against Israel


Syria not mentioned, interestingly

King David prophesied, 

Ps 102:16 - “When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in 

his Glory”

When Jesus was asked about the signs of His return, He didn’t ignore them or reprimand them.  He answered the question.

Matt 24:3-8

As he sat on the birth pains.
famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are but the beginning of kingdom against kingdom, and there will be nation will rise against nation, and must take place, but the end is not yet.  For are not alarmed, for this the Christ,' and they will lead many astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.   See that you many will come in my name, saying, 'I am "See that no one leads you astray.  For the close of the age?"  And Jesus answered them, coming and of when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your privately, saying, "Tell us, the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 

The principle taken from this verse has been called the accelerator principle.


Signs will accelerate in frequency and intensity as we get closer and 

closer to Christ’s return – just like birth pains increase in frequency 

and intensity:
Apostasy of the church



Earthquakes, volcanoes, natural disasters



Wars and rumors (threats) of war

Move toward one world government and one world religion



Lawlessness



Hostility toward Christians and Jews



Days of Noah and Lot – moral decline



Revelation technology




-  Mark of the beast



-  Ability to see the death and resurrection of the witnesses 



   around the world as it happens


Increase in knowledge and travel 


Daniel 12:4

But as for you, Daniel, many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase.end of  time; seal up the book until the conceal these words and 
Rebirth of Israel 


Rebuilding of the Temple

