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The End Times – Pt. 1
Q:  How many of you give much thought to the end times?

Why/Why not?

This topic is dear to my heart.  


Thankfully, I grew up in churches that taught these parts of scripture.


In the last 6 years or so, it’s really been a focus of my thinking, largely due to 


the things I see going on in the world.


Lots of people – believers and unbelievers  alike – seem to be noticing that 


things are different these days in not good way.


Regularly hear words in the news like “unprecedented”




Problems and destruction on levels never seen before in history



That can lead to lots of fear and anxiety in people.


We have a tremendous opportunity to address those concerns bc God 



has told us what’s coming in His Word.
It would honestly take months to do the topic justice, so what I hope to leave you with in our 2 weeks is a solid overview so you’ll at least have a framework for understanding the things going on in the world today.
· Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, SO THAT in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.     
God created us so He could pour out His blessings on us for eternity! 
He created with the end in mind!

And He did something else.  



He gave us This Amazing Book so that we could:




Know Him




Know HOW to be with Him for eternity

The Bible

See, the Bible isn’t just “a book”.
It’s actually a collection of 66 books written by about 40 authors (most of whom never knew each other), in 3 different languages, on 3 different continents, over approximately 1,600 years.
Again:    66 Books



 
40 Authors






3 Languages







3 Continents








1600 years
The fact that the Bible (this collection of 66 different books) is thoroughly consistent within itself and paints one incredibly detailed, uniform picture of God’s redemptive story is beyond miraculous!

Even the way it has been preserved and passed down is miraculous!
We have over 25,000 ancient manuscripts of the New Testament – 5366 in the original Greek.



200 of those were written within 100 years of the actual events.

In comparison, we only have 7 copies of Plato’s writings, the oldest of which was copied 1300 years after the original.

The Old Testament texts have been authenticated by the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Scholars tell us the accuracy of reconstructed text to original Old and New Testament manuscripts is 99.9%.

The Bible is, BY FAR, the most textually authenticated book we possess from ancient times.  

SO…. God constructed His book in a way that screams of its supernatural origins.

BUT He did something more – something that could NEVER be done by pure human effort alone:  
 He filled His book with prophecy.  

· Isaiah 46:9-10

For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all my good pleasure.”
Fulfilled prophecy is the distinctive that sets the Bible apart from every other religious book.  
Only someone outside of time (God) could consistently declare the future in advance.

· Some 27% of the Bible is prophecy:    1 out of every 3 verses
We don’t realize just how significant that is, because we read it now as HISTORY!

· The Bible contains some 2500 prophecies – 2000 of which have already been fulfilled to the letter!
For example:



1000 BC – David  wrote Psalm 22, a detailed description of the cross



Psalm 22:1  -  “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?”




7-8   -    Describes the mocking by the bystanders


          12-18 -   All my bones are out of joint





My tongue cleaves to my jaw (“I thirst” – John 19:28)





They pierced my hands and my feet





They look, they stare at me





They cast lots for my garments (Jn 19:23-24)

These verses clearly describe details of a crucifixion. 

Crucifixion wasn’t known in history until 600 years later!
Invented by the Persians
The most amazing, specific prophecy in all of scripture was penned by the prophet Daniel around 550 BC – the exact date of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

Jerusalem had fallen to the Babylonians (586 BC) and the people were hauled away to Babylon for their ongoing (800 years worth) disobedience.

Daniel was one of these captives.  


While in Babylon, God revealed many details of the future to Daniel 


(framework for the rest of Israel’s history to the 2nd coming of Christ)

In Daniel 9, God told Daniel that a future king would issue a decree to 


rebuild Jerusalem and, exactly 483 years after the decree was issued, 
Messiah would arrive. 

· Dan 9:25


So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore 


and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the prince, there will be seven weeks 


(sevens) and 62 weeks (sevens); it will be built again with plaza and moat, 


even in times of distress.   

Almost 50 years after Babylon conquered Jerusalem, Persia conquered Babylon.

The Persian king Cyrus was on the throne. 

· Ezra 1:1-2

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.’”  

So, Jeremiah came to Cyrus with a message from God.

Amazingly, the details of this message to Cyrus had prophesied 150 years 
earlier by Isaiah.


· 700 BC 

Is 44:28 

It is I who says of Cyrus, “He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.’  And he declares of Jerusalem, She will be built,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.” 

So, Jeremiah brought Isaiah’s scroll to Cyrus, showed Him his name written in it, and Cyrus responded by doing exactly what God said he would do!  


Cyrus’ reading of Isaiah’s scroll is documented by the Jewish Historian 


Josephus!
His response started the clock on God’s plan for Israel, bringing them to the exact day 483 years later when Messiah would enter Jerusalem!


Scholars have calculated these dates and found them to be an exact match.

Read Luke 19:41-44
  Jesus prophesied the impending destruction of Jerusalem (by Romans in 70 

  AD) because they hadn’t recognized the Day of their Visitation.


Spoken as he approached Jerusalem DURING Triumphal entry



They had the exact date in their scriptures!!!

Many, many Old Testament writers (inspired by the Holy Spirit), looked ahead and saw the first coming of Jesus Christ to the world.

Moses  -  1400 BC


David – 1000 BC

Isaiah and Micah - 700 BC


Jeremiah -  600 BC

Daniel – 550 BC


And so many more!

The prophecies that God penned through them were all fulfilled LITERALLY (not symbolically or metaphorically), EXACTLY as they were written!
So, what does all of this have to do with us today?

Those same Old Testament writers (along with the NEW testament ones), told us something else – they told us JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!!

Over 1500 Old Testament passages that reference the Second Coming.

There are over 300 references to the Lord’s return in the New Testament



1 out of every 30 verses

Now, I know that there are many today (and have been since Christ’s ascension) who downplay this business of prophecy study and Christ’s return.


They usually say “People have been saying that for 2000 years!”


The Bible says this will happen too.
2 Peter 3:3-4

“from the beginning of creation." fell asleep, all continues just as it was coming? For ever since the fathers Where is the promise of His following after their own lusts, and saying, "mockers will come with their mocking, in the last days Know this first of all, that 
Scripture clearly tells us that watchful believers WILL be able to recognize the signs of His coming.

Hebrews 10:23-25

”the Day drawing near.all the more as you see not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, he who promised is faithful. And Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
In Luke 21, Jesus gives extensive information on world conditions from the destruction of Jerusalem to the 2nd coming. He closes out by saying:

Luke 21:28


“But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your 

  heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

As we have clearly established, believers who know the scriptures will be able to recognize the season of the Lord’s return.

As a matter of fact:

-  We are told to watch for it over 50 times in the Bible
-  Those who are found watching will be rewarded with the Crown of   

    Righteousness (Luke 12:37, 2 Timothy 4:7).
David Reagan – Prophecy expert

Recently assembled 22 leading prophecy experts.



- Asked “Are we in season of the Lord’s return” – all said yes



- Asked what one sign more than others made them say yes



-  The majority said THE CONVERGENCE

Today ALL of the pieces are moving rapidly!


The end-time descriptions given to us by Daniel, Ezekiel, Jesus, Paul, Peter – 


Every one of them is taking form right before our eyes!
Apostasy of the church


Earthquakes, volcanoes, natural disasters



Wars and rumors (threats) of war

Move toward one world government and one world religion



Lawlessness



Hostility toward Christians and Jews



Days of Noah and Lot – moral decline


Revelation technology




-  Mark of the beast



-  Ability to see the death and resurrection of the witnesses 


   around the world as it happens


Rebirth of Israel

We’ll look at these signs in more detail next week.
