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Signs of the Times, Part 2

Recap from last week:

David Reagan – Prophecy expert


Recently assembled 22 leading prophecy experts.



- Asked “Are we in season of the Lord’s return” – all said yes



- Asked what one sign more than others made them say yes



- Expected them to say Israel’s rebirth



- Instead, the majority said THE CONVERGENCE

Today ALL of the pieces are moving rapidly!


The end-time descriptions given to us by Daniel, Ezekiel, Jesus, Paul, Peter – 


Every one of them is taking form right before our eyes!!!

Hebrews 10:23-25

”the Day drawing near”all the more as you see not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, he who promised is faithful. And Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
In Luke 21, Jesus gives extensive information on world conditions from the destruction of Jerusalem to the 2nd coming. He closes out by saying:

Luke 21:28


“But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your 

  heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

When Jesus was asked about the signs of His return, He didn’t ignore them or reprimand them.  He answered the question.

Matt 24:3-8

As he sat on the birth pains.
famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are but the beginning of kingdom against kingdom, and there will be nation will rise against nation, and must take place, but the end is not yet.  For are not alarmed, for this the Christ,' and they will lead many astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.   See that you many will come in my name, saying, 'I am "See that no one leads you astray.  For the close of the age?"  And Jesus answered them, coming and of when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your privately, saying, "Tell us, the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 

The principle taken from this verse has been called the accelerator principle.


Signs will accelerate in frequency and intensity as we get closer and 

closer to Christ’s return – just like birth pains increase in frequency 

and intensity.

There are numerous verses in scripture that give us information about world conditions prior to Christ’s return. 

Last week, we looked at the signs from Revelation – things that must be in place for the events described in Revelation to occur.

This week, we will look at signs described by Jesus, Paul, and Peter.

Wars and Rumors of Wars

Matt 24:6-7a

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, 

for this must take place, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom.

The number of wars has steadily increased throughout recorded history.  

Quotes:  


July 27, 2014:     Madeline Albright, former secretary of state



“To put it mildly, the world is a mess”


Aug 13, 2014:    Chuck Hagel, Defense Secretary



“The world is exploding all over”

An August 16, 2014 article in The Independent states that there are only 11 countries in the world that are free from conflict.

It may make for bleak reading, but of the 162 countries covered by the Institute for Economics and Peace’s (IEP’s) latest study, just 11 were not involved in conflict of one kind or another.

Worse still, the world as a whole has been getting incrementally less peaceful every year since 2007 – sharply bucking a trend that had seen a global move away from conflict since the end of the Second World War.

I did some research online and found the following chart and information about global wars:
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“New research by Professors Mark Harrison from the University of Warwick and Nikolaus Wolf from Humboldt University has revealed that between 1870 and 2001, the frequency of wars between states increased steadily by 2% a year on average. Between 1870 and 1913, the frequency of ‘pairwise’ conflicts (the numbers of pairs of countries involved in conflicts) increased on average by 6% per year. The frequency of wars increased by 17% per year in the period of the First and Second World Wars, and by 31% per year during the Cold War. In the 1990s, the frequency of wars between states rose by 36% per year.
http://www.historytoday.com/blog/2011/07/alarming-increase-wars

The above chart does not account for civil wars – only wars between state entities.  

Global civil wars have also been on the increase.


The chart below was published in a 2003 article in The Economist.  
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http://www.economist.com/node/1795830

Based on these charts, it certainly seems wars are on the increase.  

There are ominous signs even as we speak, particularly with Russia.

October 31, 2014 article:

World War 3: Russia Simulated Attack On Denmark, Could Be Preparing European Invasion

Over the summer, Russian jets with live missiles were set to Denmark while 

9000 dignitaries were gathered for a political festival.

“Russia has been preparing its military and testing NATO defenses in recent weeks. In a period of 24 hours this week, Russia dispatched 19 combat aircraft to test the defenses of both NATO and neighboring countries. In that time frame, Russia also test-launched a ballistic missile in the Barents Sea, north of Sweden.”







http://www.inquisitr.com/1576561/

Earthquakes/Natural Disasters/Famines

Matt 24:7b

  “there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”

Luke 21:11

“There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 

pestilences.”

The number of earthquakes and natural disasters is also on the increase.
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        http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.com/birthpangs_earthquakes.php
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This next chart is interesting to me.  


Note the proportion of events in the US vs the rest of the world in 2013.
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http://www.munichre.com/en/reinsurance/business/non-life/natcatservice/annual-statistics/index.html
The same trend seems to occur in 2012 also.
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Could it be that God is trying to get our nation’s attention??

June 4, 2014 Article:


Big Earthquakes Double in 2014



The study defined “big” as larger than 7.0 on the Richter scale


“"We have recently experienced a period that has had one of the highest rates of 

    great earthquakes ever recorded," said lead study author Tom Parsons, a 

    research geophysicist with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) in Menlo Park, 

    California.”

http://www.livescience.com/46576-more-earthquakes-still-random-process.html
Regarding famine:

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that nearly 870 million people of the 7.1 billion people in the world, or one in eight, were suffering from chronic undernourishment in 2010-2012. Almost all the hungry people, 852 million, live in developing countries, representing 15 percent of the population of developing counties. There are 16 million people undernourished in developed countries (FAO 2012).


http://www.worldhunger.org/articles/Learn/world%20hunger%20facts%202002.htm

Hatred of Jews and Christians

Matt 24:7b-14

“there will be then the end will come.
to all nations, and as a testimony will be proclaimed throughout the whole world But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom the love of many will grow cold.  and lead many astray.  And because lawlessness will be increased, false prophets will arise betray one another and hate one another.  And many  and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake.  And then many will fall awayput you to death, and to tribulation and they will deliver you up the birth pangs.  Then famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are but the beginning of 
Christians are the most persecuted religious group worldwide.  An average of at least 180 Christians around the world are killed each month for their faith. (Source:  Open Doors USA)


Open Doors states this number doubled in 2013.

Other sources estimate the number could be 500-700 per month, on average (but this article was written in 2013)






http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-24864587

The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life found:


Between 2006 and 2012, Christians were targeted for harassment in 151

            countries (3/4 of the worlds states)

Christians are being kidnapped, imprisoned, tortured, and killed.  In come cases, they are even sold as sex slaves.

Hundreds of Christian churches have been destroyed worldwide.  




http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/war-christians_794945.html#
Even in America, culture is growing increasingly hostile to Christian principles.


July 30, 2012 Article in Forbes:



On August 1, Millions of Americans Lose Their Freedom of Religion



Describes Obamacare mandate that companies pay for abortion-

inducing drugs, contraception, and sterilization.  The law was 

expanded to apply to religious institutions one year later (2013).

October 2014 – 

Houston’s openly gay mayor subpoenas pastor’s sermons in 

response to their opposition to Houston’s new law that ELIMINATES gender-based bathrooms, dressing rooms, and shower facilities.


Numerous stories have also hit the news about threats to religious freedom in 

the military.

September 2014:

Georgetown University Professor Thomas Farr said there are “lots of dangerous signs in the military” that point to loss of 

 religious freedoms.

http://juicyecumenism.com/2014/10/11/faith-fire-panels-highlight-military-religious-freedom-threats/

Days of Noah and Lot

Scripture gives us a great deal of insight into societal conditions prior to the return of Christ.  

2 Peter 3:3-4

   “mockers will come with their mocking,   
in the last days Know this first of all, that 
     Where is the promise of His 
following after their own lusts, and saying, "
 from the 
fell asleep, all continues just as it was coming? For ever since the fathers 
     beginning of creation."
Matt 24:12

    And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.  

2 Timothy 3:1-7

But realize this, that knowledge of the truth.
come to the various impulses, always learning and never able to weak women weighed down with sins, led on by enter into households and captivate Avoid such men as these.  For among them are those who denied its power; godliness, although they have lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of conceited, reckless, treacherous, haters of good, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, unloving, irreconcilable, unholy, ungrateful, disobedient to parents, revilers, arrogant, boastful, lovers of money, lovers of self, in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be 
Matt 24:37-39

For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah, for as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took the all away;  so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”


Luke 17:24--30 

       For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, 

 so will the Son of Man be he must suffer many things 
  But first in his day.
 and Noah, so will 
Just as it was in the days of be rejected by this generation.  
 it be in the days of the Son of Man.  They were eating and drinking and 

 marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 

 ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  Likewise, just as it was in 

 the days of Lot--they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting 

 and building, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and 

 sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all--so will it be on the day 

 when the Son of Man is revealed.”

Noah’s times - Corruption and violence, genetic manipulation (Nephilim), 

  wickedness, perversion, pervasive evil.

Lot’s times -  Militant homosexuality, spiritual lukewarmness
It is mind-blowing to me just how much society has changed in my lifetime – even in the last 10 years.


-   Evil is celebrated.


-  ‘Stars” push the moral envelope because it boosts their careers.


-   Wrong is called right and right is blasted as oppressive and hateful

Increase in Knowledge and Travel

After Daniel had received his revelation, he was told that the prophecies would be 
”sealed”.

Daniel 12:4

      But as for you, Daniel, end of  
seal up the book until the conceal these words and 
      time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase.
Prophecy scholars interpret this to mean that the actual meanings of the prophecies would not be understood until the time of the end.  


I’ve heard it said that Daniel was considered to be extremely difficult to 
understand until the last few decades.  


Now, it seems to make perfect sense.  

Daniel is also told that at the end of time, “many will go back and forth” and “knowledge will increase”

Travel:

“Concerning travel, for 6,000 years of recorded history, man's only means of travel on land, was either by foot or by horseback or horse-drawn carriage. There were some exceptions to this because of other beasts of burden, donkey, camel, etc., but basically the horse was used. As can be understood, this limited the distance one could travel. This condition did not change for almost 6,000 years! Travel under these conditions was limited to 1,000 miles per person per year. At the turn of this century, however, transportation aids such as the automobile, 
diesel powered locomotives, airplanes, and even rockets have increased the distance man can travel per year from 1,000 miles to 25,000 miles per person per year.”
· In 1519, Ferdinand Magellan set sail in September and completed the first voyage around the world three years later in September, 1522.

· In 1890, Nellie Bly, an American newspaper reporter, completed a record trip around the world in 72 days 6 hours 11 minutes.

· In 1924, two U.S. Army Airplanes flew around the earth in 363 hours 7 minutes (15.1 days.

· In 1933, Wiley Post made the first solo flight around the world in 7 days 18 hours 49 minutes.

· In 1949, Lucky Lady II, a U.S. Air Force bomber made the first nonstop flight around the world in 94 hours (3.9 days), being refueled in flight four times.

· In 1962, John Glenn, Jr., a U.S. astronaut, circled the earth in 1 & 1/2 hours. That's 12,000 miles in 1 & 1/2 hours!

Both from:  http://www.according2prophecy.org/42colleague.html

Knowledge:

Buckminster Fuller created the “Knowledge Doubling Curve”; he noticed that until 1900 human knowledge doubled approximately every century. By the end of World War II knowledge was doubling every 25 years. Today things are not as simple as different types of knowledge have different rates of growth. For example, nanotechnology knowledge is doubling every two years and clinical knowledge every 18 months. But on average human knowledge is doubling every 13 months. According to IBM, the build out of the “internet of things” will lead to the doubling of knowledge every 12 hours.

http://www.industrytap.com/knowledge-doubling-every-12-months-soon-to-be-every-12-hours/3950
Dreams and Visions

Joel 2:28

your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.your sons and I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; "And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
There has been a pretty amazing phenomenon occurring in the Muslim world since 2000.


Many Muslims are coming to faith in Christ through dreams and visions.

· Jesus appears to them in dreams.

· Typically points them to a believer who shares the gospel. 
Pastor Frank Costenbader is the founder of Manifold Hope Ministries and publishes an Isa Dreams website.  


A recent WND article about Muslim dreams and visions states:

“The number of Isa dreams has seemed to grow tremendously since 2000, and in 2005 it seems to have kicked into another gear,” Costenbader said. “There has been an explosion of testimonies on the Web in the past two years about people encountering Jesus in dreams and subsequently becoming followers of Jesus.”

“Costenbader said the number of encounters through dreams in incalculable, since he alone has documented stories from 29 countries.  ‘Nobody can get perfect statistics, but based on all our research, we believe that well over 1 million Jesus dreams and visions have occurred since the year 2000. “  But he said “it is possible that as many as 5 percent of the worldwide Muslim population could have had such a dream – which would be up to 80 million dreamers.”

The phenomenon is very well documented and  isn’t limited to the Muslim world.  The article states that this is occurring with Hindis as well.  

 
http://www.wnd.com/2014/11/rising-number-of-muslims-reporting-dreams-about-jesus/#!

A different article states:

Christians ministering quietly in the Middle East say Muslims are coming to Christ at an unprecedented pace despite intense persecution of those who leave Islam.  

“Probably in the last 10 years, more Muslims have come to faith in Christ than in the last 15 centuries of Islam,” said Tom Doyle, Middle East-Central Asia director for e3 Partners, a Texas-based missions agency.  A former pastor, Doyle has been to the Middle East around 80 times and last week returned to the US from a trip to Jerusalem, where he said both Muslims and Jews are turning to Christianity.  

Earlier this month, more than 200 former Muslims were baptized during a training conference in Europe led by Iran-born evangelist Lazarus Yeghnazar.  Brenda Ajamian, a former missionary to the Middle East who partners with Yeghnazar’s 222 Ministries International, said the event was unlike anything she’d seen during her years ministering in Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan.  “That many Muslims who converted to Christ in one place boggled my mind because missionaries have worked in the Arab world and Muslim world generally for years and without much fruit,” Ajamian said.  “God is at work among Muslims.”

http://www.truthunlocked.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=118:muslims-coming-to-christ&catid=8&Itemid=106

Another example of these dreams and visions involves a 108 year old Jewish Rabbi named Yitzak Kaduri.


-  Spoke a great deal about the messiah in the last years of his life.  His rabbi 

   grandson confirms that he spoke many times in his last days about the 

   coming of Messiah and redemption through Messiah.

-  Said he had met the Messiah and that Messiah would appear to Israel after   

   Ariel Sharon’s death

-  Wrote the name of the Messiah on a note in 2004 and instructed that it be  

   opened a year after his death

-  He passed away not long afterward.

-  When the note was opened, it was posted on his website.  It contained the 

   following statement:

Concerning the letter abbreviation of the Messiah’s name, He will lift the people and prove that his word and law are valid.
-  When written in Hebrew, the first letter of each of the 6 words spells the

   Hebrew name for Jesus.  



-  When his followers realized what it said, they yanked it from the website, 

               but it had already been seen and copied.


http://www.israeltoday.co.il/NewsItem/tabid/178/nid/23877


-  It has since been verified by 10 of his followers that he was secretly 

               teaching that Jesus was messiah before his death.

Pastor Carl Gallups wrote a book on this titled The Rabbi Who Found Messiah

Jewish Evangelist Zev Porat has used this book to lead many Jews to faith in Christ.

http://messiahofisraelministries.org/About-Us.html
Extra-Biblical Things
Jewish idea of 8th day – 8 represents eternity.

When God created the world, He worked 6 days and rested on the seventh.  Israel was commanded to do the same and judged for not doing so.  

2 Peter 3:8

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

If you apply this to the millennia of world history according to the biblical timeline, we have been here almost 6000 years.  The 7th year (1000 years) would be the millennial kingdom (the Sabbath rest), and the 8th day would be eternity.

“The Talmud tells us that this world, as we know it, will last for six thousand years, with the seventh millennium ushering in the cosmic Shabbat, the Messianic Era. Six days a week we work, and on the Shabbat we rest and enjoy the fruits of our labor; the same is true with millenniums.”

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/607585/jewish/Significance-of-the-year-6000.htm

Matt 24:3-14

As he sat on then the end will come.
to all nations, and as a testimony will be proclaimed throughout the whole world But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom the love of many will grow cold.  and lead many astray.  And because lawlessness will be increased, false prophets will arise betray one another and hate one another.  And many  and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake.  And then many will fall awayput you to death, and to tribulation and they will deliver you up the birth pains.  "Then famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are but the beginning of kingdom against kingdom, and there will be nation will rise against nation, and must take place, but the end is not yet.  For are not alarmed, for this the Christ,' and they will lead many astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you many will come in my name, saying, 'I am "See that no one leads you astray.  For the close of the age?"  And Jesus answered them, coming and of when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your privately, saying, "Tell us, the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 
Luke 21:10-12

But before all this governors for my name's sake.
kings and will be brought before signs from heaven you terrors and great famines and pestilences. And there will be earthquakes, and in various places kingdom against kingdom. There will be great "Nation will rise against nation, and prisons, and then he said to them, the synagogues and they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to 
Luke 21:25-32

    “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among 

      nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting from 

      fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world

2 Peter 3:3-15

   “mockers will come with their mocking,   
in the last days Know this first of all, that 
     Where is the promise of His 
following after their own lusts, and saying, "
 from the 
fell asleep, all continues just as it was coming? For ever since the fathers 
 beginning of creation." For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that 

 formed out of 
by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was 
 water and by water, through which destroyed, being 
the world at that time was 
 flooded with water.  But by His word the present heavens and earth are being 

 reserved for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
fire, kept for 
 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one 

 day is like a thousand years, and The Lord is not 
a thousand years like one day. 
 slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but not 
is patient toward you, 
 wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  But the day of the 

 Lord will pass away with a roar and 
the heavens will come like a thief, in which 
the patience of our Lord as salvation
spotless and blameless, and regard the found by Him in peace, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be Therefore, in which righteousness dwells. new heavens and a new earth, promise we are looking for elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which burned up.  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, its works will be the earth and elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and 
2 Timothy 3:1-7

But realize this, that knowledge of the truth
come to the various impulses, always learning and never able to weak women weighed down with sins, led on by enter into households and captivate Avoid such men as these.  For among them are those who denied its power; godliness, although they have lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of conceited, reckless, treacherous, haters of good, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, unloving, irreconcilable, unholy, ungrateful, disobedient to parents, revilers, arrogant, boastful, lovers of money, lovers of self, in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be 
Leahan Doar, MA, LPC
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