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Revelation 6-9
Today we finally reached the part of Revelation that people actually think of when they think of the book – the seven year Tribulation period.

We’re first told of this period around 530 BC by the prophet Daniel.  

While in prayer, Daniel was visited by the angel Gabriel

Read Dan 9:24-27

So, Daniel is told that there are 490 years (70 groups of 7 years) left for Israel in which God will finish all His work in them and establish His eternal kingdom.

The 490 years are broken down into 3 groups: 49, 434, and 7 (in weeks 7, 62, and 1)


49 years (7 weeks) :   Decree to rebuild Jerusalem until completion in time of  

                                                Ezra and Nehemiah


 434 years (62 weeks):   Death of Jesus on the Cross

Q:  What is the event that starts the last 7 years?


Daniel 9:27


“And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the 

  middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on 

  the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate…”

So, we’ve been in the “pause” for almost 2000 years (Rom 11 – so the gospel could go to the Gentile world)  and we know that, according to God’s word, the “play” button is pressed again as soon as the Antichrist signs the peace covenant with Israel.  The covenant with “the many” starts the Tribulation Period.  

The 7 year length comes from:

Daniel 9:27 – the final week (7 years)

Rev 12:14 – two “times, time, and half a time” (3 ½ years)

Rev 11:3 – two 1260 day periods

Rev 11:2, 13:5 – two 42 month periods

In Revelation 5, we see that Jesus Christ receives the 7 sealed scroll which contains the 7 Seal Judgments  -  each judgment is poured out as the seals are successively broken.
Read Rev 6:1-8
The first 4 Seals are called the 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse.

1) White Horse and rider – Antichrist

Comes as peacemaker (white horse, no arrows)
Makes a deal with “the many” – peace covenant between Israel 

        and other nations


Dan 8:25
And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many; he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand

2) Red Horse and rider – War

Peace removed from the earth

Antichrist’s guise of peacemaker doesn’t last long

3) Black Horse and rider – Famine

A man will work all day for enough food for himself – nothing left for his family


“Do not damage the oil and the wine”



These are luxuries – indicates more than just famine:



Global rationing and controls

4) Ashen Horse and rider with Hades following along – Death

Death takes the body

Hades takes the soul (of the nonbeliever)

Given authority over ¼ of the earth to kill with war, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts (vs 8)

Read Rev 6:9-17

The last 3 seals are as follows:

5) Martydom – John sees martyred souls from the Tribulation under

                            the altar asking how long until their blood is avenged.  



    They are given white robes and told to rest a little    



    longer until the final number of martyrs is completed.

6) Terror -  Great Earthquake

a. Sun and moon darkened

b. Stars fall to the earth

c. Sky is split apart and every mountain and island is moved

d. Earthdwellers hide themselves from the Wrath of the Lamb

Vs 16 - Note that the “earthdwellers” know what’s happening 
Q:  What is their response?


Hide but don’t repent


Just like Adam and Eve

It has been noted that these events parallel Jesus’ description of the last days recorded in Matthew 24

      

Read Matt 24:5-13

Chapter 6 ends with a question:


Vs 17


The great day of their (the One on the throne and the Lamb) wrath has 


come, and who is able to stand?

Chapter 7 seems to address this question.

Read Rev 7:1-4

At this point, there is an interlude in the judgments so that God can seal 144.000 Jewish witnesses on their foreheads to protect them from the Antichrist.

Vs 1 – The 4 strong angels here seem to be the ones who blow the first 4 

            trumpets in Chapter 8

Note:  The 144,000 are sealed/preserved through the Tribulation, not kept out 


of it as promised to the church in Rev 3:10
Finally, God’s redemptive purpose for Israel is realized!  The Jewish people become the primary evangelists for the world!

Q:  Are they successful?


Read Rev 7:9-17


Note:  John is having an actual conversation here with the elder



Also happens in Rev 5:5

So, the Tribulation period is also perhaps the greatest evangelistic tool 

in history

Q:  What does vs 16 tell us about conditions that tribulation believers will 

       have to face?

Hunger, thirst, exposure to the elements (no shelter)
This passage links with the prophecies found in Joel.

Joel 2:28-32


It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; 


and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 


dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on the male and female 

servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.  I will display wonders in the 


sky and on the earth; blood, fire, and columns of smoke.  The sun will be 

turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered; for on Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, as the Lord has said, even among the survivors whom the Lord calls. 
Missler contrasts these Tribulation Saints with the 24 Elders (church age saints)
Tribulation Saints



24 Elders
-  Not crowned



-  Crowned

-  Palms in their hand


-  Harps, no palms

-  Saved “out of” Tribulation

-  “Kept out of” Tribulation

-  Stand before thrones


-  Sit on thrones

-  Serve Him night and day


-  Reign as kings and priests
-  Not recognized by John
Read Rev 8:1-2 


This is the final seal judgment.

7) Silence in Heaven for ½ hour

Seven angels given 7 trumpets

Note:  The events in Rev 8:1-5 seem to be paralleling the Day of Atonement (the 6th feast of the Lord)


On the website – Fall Feasts of the Lord

This starts the 7 Trumpet Judgments (Revelation 8 & 9)

Read Rev 8:3-13
1) Hail and fire mixed with blood 

-  1/3 of earth and trees burned up

-  All grass burned up

2) Something like great mountain burning with fire cast into the sea

-  1/3 of sea creatures die;  1/3 of ships are destroyed

·   1/3 of sea turned to blood

3) Great star (asteroid) strikes earth, poisoning 1/3 of the waters

4) 1/3 of sun, moon, and stars darkened



No light for 1/3 of day or 1/3 of night

Vs 13 – The term “those who dwell on the earth” or “earthdwellers” is used several 

              times in Revelation

              They are contrasted with citizens of heaven – not born again.

These first 4 Trumpet Judgments are “natural” judgments.  The next 2 are demonic.

Read Rev 9:1-12
In verse 1, John sees a “star from heaven which had fallen to earth”.

   
- It is a him


- He (star) had fallen from heaven to earth

- The key had to be given to him (did not have complete authority)
Q:  Who do you think this is?
       
Is 14:12-14
How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!  But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’  
            Lk 10:18  (Jesus speaking)
And He said to them, ‘I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightening.”

        
Rev 9:11

         
They have as  a king over them, the angel of the abyss;  his name in Hebrew

 is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.

       
 
 Lit:  Destruction (Abaddon), Destoyer (Apollyon)


John 10:10
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

            Note:  In contrast, Jesus is referred to as the “bright morning star” 


in Rev 22:16.
So, trumpet 5 brings:



5)   Stinging locusts released from bottomless pit (demonic) to torment 

                              people for 5 months 



 Hurts so bad, people beg to die but can’t

Read Rev 9:13-19
This happens at the Altar of Incense mentioned in Rev 8:3-5.


God is about to answer those prayers.


Trumpet 6: 



6)   4 angels (fallen) who are bound at the Euphrates river are 

       released 

                          1/3 of mankind killed by them



   
1/4 already dead from the 4th seal judgment 



Over 50% of the world’s population dead at this point

Sadly, even after all of this, we are told the following:

Revelation 9:20-21
 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did

 not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship 

 demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of 

 stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; and they did
 not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries, nor of their immorality  

 nor of their thefts.”

Q:  How do you explain this degree of absolute rebellion and defiance toward God?
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