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Revelation 4b – 5

Last week we started at chapter 4 – the beginning of the “things that will take place”

Read Rev 4:1-2a

John is caught up into heaven (likely a type of the rapture) and views the remainder of human history on earth from the vantage point of heaven.
Read Rev 4:2-4
Q:  Who is John seeing here on the throne?



God the Father



We know this because the Holy Spirit and the Son appear separately






Holy Spirit is the seven lamps of fire in vs 5





The Son will be distinctly seen in the chapter 5 


He is described as shimmering like precious stones – surrounded by color 



(Rainbow halo) 




Jasper – Green




Sardius – fiery red

So, around the throne, there are 24 thrones with 24 elders seated on them.

Q:  Who are the 24 elders?



Evidence from scripture strongly points to these being the redeemed (church

           age believers)
They are already in heaven before the opening of the seal judgments (Rev. Rev. 6:1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-6/revelation-6-1.html" \l "3.6.1" \t "_blank" +). 

They are sitting on thrones before God (Rev. Rev. 4:4

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-4/revelation-4-4.html" \l "3.4.4" \t "_blank" +). Angels never sit in the presence of God. However, Christ promised church-age believers that they would sit with Him on His throne (Rev. Rev. 3:21

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-3/revelation-3-21.html" \l "3.3.21" \t "_blank" +). God positionally has made all believers today sit together in the heavenly places in Christ (Eph. Eph. 2:6). 

The elders are clothed in white robes (Rev. Rev. 4:4

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-4/revelation-4-4.html" \l "3.4.4" \t "_blank" +). Church-age believers are promised such pure clothing (Rev. Rev. 3:5

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-3/revelation-3-5.html" \l "3.3.5" \t "_blank" +, Rev. 3:18

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-3/revelation-3-18.html" \l "3.3.18" \t "_blank" +; Rev. 19:7-8

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-19/revelation-19-7.html" \l "3.19.7" \t "_blank" +). 

The elders have crowns of gold on their heads (Rev. Rev. 4:4

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-4/revelation-4-4.html" \l "3.4.4" \t "_blank" +). . . . Believers in the churches are promised such crowns (Rev. Rev. 2:10

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-2/revelation-2-10.html" \l "3.2.10" \t "_blank" +; Rev. 3:11

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-3/revelation-3-11.html" \l "3.3.11" \t "_blank" +). In the Epistles, believers are also promised crowns for spiritual accomplishments (1Cor. 1Cor. 9:25; 1Th. 1Th. 2:19; 2Ti. 2Ti. 4:8; Jas. Jas. 1:12; 1Pe. 1Pe. 5:4). Holy angels do not wear crowns, but believers can and will wear them. . . .

The elders are set in contrast to angels (Rev. Rev. 5:11

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/revelation/revelation-5/revelation-5-11.html" \l "3.5.11" \t "_blank" +). The term presbuteros (elder) is never used of angels in the Bible. The word denotes maturity and growth. Holy angels could not be designated with this term because they were all created at the same time. . . . The more plausible explanation of the twenty-four elders is that they represent the redeemed of this present church age.14 



Robert G. Gromacki, “Twenty Four Elders of Revelation,” in Mal Couch, 



ed., Dictionary of Premillennial Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel 



Publications, 1996), 377-378   



As referenced in biblestudytools.com, Revelation 4:4 commentary

The elders also sing a song that only the redeemed would sing in Rev 5:9-10.

Elders (presbuteros) in the NT are the highest officials of the church and are representatives of the whole church (Titus 1:5, Acts 15:6)
Note:  If this is correct, this is further solid proof of the pre-tribulation rapture.

Read Rev 4:5-11

So, the Father is on the throne.  

Q:  Where is the Holy Spirit?



Before the throne – the 7 lamps of fire

Vs 6 describes “something like a sea of glass” that surrounded the throne.



Similar descriptions are found in Ex 24:10 and Ezek 1:22

In addition to the 24 elders, there are 4 living creatures around the throne.


They are similar if not identical to the ones seen by Isaiah and Ezekiel.
Is 6:1-3
In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two e flew.  And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
Ezek 10 is a fairly detailed description of cherubim around God’s throne.
Vs 8,12,14,20-21
The cherubim appeared to have the form of a man’s hand under their wings…

Their whole body, their backs, their hands, their wings…were full of eyes all around…And each one had four faces. The first face was the face of a cherub, the second face was the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle….These are the living beings that I saw beneath the God of Israel by the river Chebar; so I knew they were cherubim.  Each one had four faces and each one four wings, and beneath their wings was the form of human hands.


So, the living creatures of Revelation are:

-  Apparently cherubim



-  Guardians of the throne



-  Leaders of worship



-  Seem to be associated with the creation

There are lots of theories as to the meaning of the faces but none are certain.
Q:  What do the living creatures say?


“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, Who was and Who is and 



  Who is to come”

Q:  How do the elders respond?



They fall down to worship and cast their crowns before the throne
Q:  Where would they have gotten these crowns?



Rewards for their faithfulness to God

Read Rev 5:1-4

John’s focus goes now back to the throne.

Q:  What do we learn about the physical presence of God from what he sees?



He has an observable form – John sees His right hand



Ezekiel also sees God on His throne (a movable throne that goes throughout 



the earth)



Ezekiel 1:26-28



Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something 



resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which 



resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the appearance of a man.  



Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like



 glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the 



appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there 



was a radiance around Him.  As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds



 on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance.  Such 



was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.  And when I saw 



it, I fell on my face

Scripture tells us that God is spirit.  We are created to worship Him for eternity, but my humanity wants to be able to SEE Him – SEE His face.

Q:  Is there a difference between talking to someone on the phone and being face to 

      face with them?



This verse is encouraging – God can and will be seen and perceived by us in 


heaven
Q:  What is in His right hand?



A scroll written on both sides that has been sealed with 7 seals



Bible scholars have long pondered what the scroll represents.



-    Statues of ancient emperors sometimes showed them holding a scroll as a 



      symbol of authority. 



-    Scholars have noted that this is much like Ezekiel’s scroll (that he was 

      given by God) that contained “words of lamentation, mourning, and woe”



-    They were sometimes used to record people’s last will and testament



The fact that it was written on both sides gives us a clue.  The way papyrus 



was fashioned made it smooth on the front side but rough on the back.



This is how deeds were written.




This is most likely the deed to the creation.





-  It was lost by Adam at the fall





-  In order to be redeemed, a kinsman of Adam must be found 





    who is able to redeem it (buy it back).



A search is made in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth, but no one 



was found who was worthy to open it.
Q:  What is John’s reaction to this?


He wept greatly


John understood the significance of this.

Q:  What would it mean if no one was found who could open the scroll?


The creation could never be redeemed from Satan’s control and


 influence

Q:  How was the scroll packaged?


7 seals


Scrolls were sealed with melted wax – dripped and then often 


imprinted with an official stamp

Q: What was the purpose of the seals?


This scroll couldn’t be accessed unless all the seals were broken.

Q:  Why seven?

Read Rev 5:5

Q:  What is John told?



Stop weeping - There is one who is worthy because He has overcome


Lion from tribe of Judah  – Reference Gen 49:9-10



Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up.  He 



couches, he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up?



The scepter shall not depart form Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from 



between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience 



of the people.



Root of David – Isaiah 11:1




Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his 




roots will bear fruit

It is interesting (and another argument for the pre-tribulation rapture of the church), that the titles of Christ become decidedly Jewish from here on out. 

 24 titles of Jesus Christ are used in chapters 1-3



They are titles that describe His present role and in relation to the church


Starting in chapter 4, the titles are Jewish.



“All of earth’s history is moving toward a climax, and the key to it all is the 



  nation of Israel”









Chuck Missler
Read Rev 5:6-7

Q:  What does John see?



The term Lamb is used almost 30 times in the book of Revelation as a title for



Jesus.



Q:  Why would He be pictured as a slain lamb?



Q:   What do you think this is emphasized so much in Revelation?

Seven horns = symbol of power
Seven eyes = Spirit of God (Zech 3:8,9  4:10)
Note again – In these 2 chapters we see the Trinity.



The Lamb takes the scroll from the one on the throne (Father) and the Holy 



Spirit is present before the throne.

John initially sees Jesus as a terrifyingly strong being – eyes as a flame of fire, sword coming out of His mouth, etc.   Now he sees Him as a Lamb.  



Q:   Which is correct?



Q:   How should we think of Him?

Read Rev 5:8-10

Q:  Why is the Lamb worthy?



Because He was slain
Q:  What has He done?

Q:  What does this say to us about our importance to God?



Purchased FOR Him




Col 1:16




All things are created by Him and for Him

Read Rev 5:11-14

Q:  Where is worship coming from in these verses?



Angels, living creatures, elders (vs12)


Every created thing (vs 13)
Note:  We’ve talked about all the “sevens” that are in this book.



Verse 12 is another example.  



Seven things the Lamb is worthy to receive!

Q:  What is your reaction to all this?

Q:   How do you think God wants this to impact us?
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