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Signs of the Times

Blood Moons and Wars

So far in our series, we’ve looked at:

· God’s redemptive plan for mankind from before creation to eternity

· The Feasts of the Lord and the amazing pictures of God’s redemptive plan for Israel and the Church found in them.

Now, we turn our attention toward the specifics of things yet to come.

At our first lesson, we looked at some fascinating statistics about biblical prophecy:

· 21.5% of the New Testament is prophecy

· 27% of the whole Bible is prophecy 

· Of the 333 prophecies concerning Christ, only 109 were fulfilled by His first coming, leaving 224 yet to be fulfilled in the Second Coming.

· There are over 300 references to the Lord’s coming in 260 chapters of the New Testament – one out of every 30 verses.

· 23 of the 27 New Testament books mention the Lord’s coming

· Jesus referred to His second coming 21 times

· There are 1527 Old Testament passages that refer to the Second Coming

· For every time the Bible mentions the first coming, the Second Coming is mentioned 8 times.

· People are exhorted to be ready for Christ’s over 50 times!

There is an interesting commendation in the Old Testament book of I Chronicles:

I Chron 12:32

“Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”
I Thessalonians 5:1-5

Now as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  While they are saying “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief.”

Q:  What does all this say about signs of the times?

Jesus rebuked the Israelites of His day for not recognizing the signs of the times.

Luke 12:56

“You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”
Q:  Why should they have been able to interpret their times and recognize the 1st 

       coming for what it was?


They had the prophetic scriptures!

The expectation is clearly that we should recognize the time of His coming.

II Tim 4:7

“In the future, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

  the Righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to 

  all who have loved (eagerly look forward to/ set their affections on) His appearing”


Some of our eternal rewards depend on our anticipation!!!

 Luke 12:37

 “Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he comes shall find 

   watching;  truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have 

   them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them’


Jesus greatly rewards those who are actively watching for His return!!

I want to spend our time today looking at the prophesied wars of the end times and the blood moon phenomena.

Blood Moons

I am going to present this information to you as factually as possible.  


-   I do not attach definite prophetic significance to these.

-   I do find them very difficult to dismiss as pure coincidence.

Recall:

     Gen 1:14

“And God said, let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night and let them be for SIGNS (owth – signals) and for SEASONS (moed – appointments, signals, times).”


The word “owth” has the sense of “appearing” – an “omen” of something 

coming.

     According to this verse, God has clearly made the sun, moon, and stars to 

     function as signs and signals of things which are to come.

There are numerous verses in scripture that reference the darkening of the sun, moon, and stars DURING and at the END of the tribulation period, before the Second Coming of Jesus.  

Matthew 24:29
    "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the 

     moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly 

     bodies will be shaken.'

Mark 13:24
    "But in those days, following that distress, "'the sun will be darkened, and the 

      moon will not give its light;


Revelation 6:12-13
   ”I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun 

    turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red,   

    and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a

    strong wind.”

Revelation 8:12
    ”The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third    

      of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third 

      of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.”

Isaiah 13:9-11 
   ”Behold, the day of the Lord is coming…..The stars of heaven and their 

     constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the 

     moon will not give its light.  Thus I will punish the world for its evil and the 

     wicked for their iniquity…”

Isaiah 34:4
    ”All the stars in the sky will be dissolved and the heavens rolled up like a scroll;

      all the starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like shriveled figs 

      from the fig tree.”

Ezekiel 32:7
    ”When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will 

      cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give its light.”

If you look at the context of these verses, they are clearly describing events in the Tribulation period. 

Joel writes something similar…..but with a twist.

Joel 2:28-32

     “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.   Even on the male and female servants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit. And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke.  The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, BEFORE the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.”

It is generally held by conservative scholars that  “great and awesome day of the Lord” is a term for the 7 year tribulation period.    


Note:  Joel says the signs in the heavens will happen BEFORE this

So, the question that goes through my mind is:  “Did he really mean before?”

Acts chapter 2 gives us insight.  Peter is preaching on the day of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit had been poured out on believers and others were accusing them of being drunk.  

Acts 2:14-16

“But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: ‘Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.  For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel…”


He then quotes the passage from Joel!


Peter says the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy had already started to happen! 

Luke 21:25-32

    “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among 

      nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting from 

      fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world”

Luke 21:11

    “ and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines;  

      and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven”
So, these verses make it clear that there will be celestial signs – definitely during the tribulation, but perhaps before it also. 

There are a few natural phenomena that and darken the sun and make the moon appear red – particles in the atmosphere (ash from volcanoes or fire) and eclipses.

With these verses in mind, Mark Biltz began looking into eclipse data from NASA. What he found is fascinating.

Lunar eclipses happen 2-4 times per year.

Blood Moon Tetrad – 4 total lunar eclipses in a row (2 year period) without any 

 partial eclipses in between

They are rare enough, on their own, but they are exceedingly rare when they fall on Jewish Feast days.


This has only happened 7 times in the last 2000 years.


First four:  

162-163 A.D., 795-796 A.D., 842-843 A.D., and 860-861 A.D




Some marked severe persecution of Jews/Christians


Fifth:      1493-1494

    Entire Jewish population was expelled from Spain in 1492   

    Columbus discovered America in 1492.   America has existed to:



-  Protect the Jews, both here and in their homeland after 1948

-  Spread the gospel throughout the world.


Sixth:     1949-50




    -  Israel declared itself a nation on May 14, 1948.

-  Less than 24 hours later, armies of Egypt, Jordan, Syria,   

   Lebanon, and Iraq invaded.  War lasted 15 months and cost 

   Israel about 1% of its population

 -   The first permanent government took office on January 25, 1949.


Seventh:  1967-1968


  
     Israel recaptured Jerusalem in June 1967 after the 6 Day war.



 
It had previously been divided under Israeli and Jordanian 

Rule.

Q:  Knowing this, what might we tend to conclude about the next tetrad?

We are in the next Blood Moon Tetrad right now!








Chart created by Mark Biltz

Note:  Nissan 1, 2015 – Beginning of the Jewish religious year – Full solar eclipse.


Feast of Trumpets, 2015 – Beginning of Jewish Civil year – Solar eclipse

In Jewish thought, lunar eclipses portend bad things for Israel while solar eclipses are a bad omen for the world.

Q:  So, what does this all mean?


It depends on whether you think this is coincidence or not.

To add a bit more context, consider the 9th of Av, considered a cursed day by Jews.


1312 BC – Spies returned from the land God had given them with a bad 

       report and the people refused to enter.

421 BC –   1st Temple destroyed by Babylonians


      100,000 Jews killed

 70 AD –   2nd Temple destroyed by Romans


      2.5 million Jews die of war, famine, and disease


      1 million Jews exiled all over Roman empire


      100,000 Jews sold as slaves

132 AD –   Bar Kochba revolt crushed


       100,000 Jews Killed

133 AD   -  Temple mount plowed by Romans and pagan city is built on site 

                   of Jerusalem

    1095 – First crusade declared by Pope Urban


    10,000 Jews killed in the first month

    1260 -   Jews expelled from England, accompanied by pograms (massacres)

    1492 -   Jews expelled from Spain

                 Families separated, many drown, massive loss of property

    1914 – WWI begins, ultimately resulting in WWII and the Holocaust


    75% of all Jews live in war zones


    120,000 Jews die in armies

                Over 400 pogroms immediately follow the war in Hungary, 

    Ukraine,  Poland, and Russia.

    1942 –  Deportations from Warsaw to the Treblinka concentration camp 

                 begin

    1994 –  Bombing of Jewish community center in Buenos Ares









http://ohr.edu/1088

So, God seems to work in an obvious, predictable pattern with Israel.  

If this is the case, it lessens the possibility the blood moon tetrads are purely coincidence.

Coming Wars

In Matthew 24:6, Jesus said:


“You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars.”

There are a number of wars that are described in the Bible that have not yet taken place.  

Some of these are described in the book of Revelation and clearly happen during the Tribulation period.  

The timing of other wars isn’t so clear, and scholars differ on exactly when they will take place.

Ezekiel 38-39: 

Prophecy of Gog and Magog

Ezek 38:1-13

And the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Son of man, set your face toward spoil?' "'villages will say to you, 'Have you come to capture spoil? Have you assembled your company to seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to capture great Tarshish with all its Dedan and the merchants of Sheba and center of the world.'  "capture spoil and to seize plunder, to turn your hand against the waste places which are now inhabited, and against the people who are gathered from the nations, who have acquired cattle and goods, who live at the at rest, that live securely, all of them living without walls and having no bars or gates, to unwalled villages. I will go against those who are devise an evil plan, and you will say, 'I will go up against the land of thoughts will come into your mind and you will cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and many peoples with you." 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "It will come about on that day, that like a storm; you will be like a living securely, all of them.  "You will go up, you will come nations, and they are its people were brought out from the mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but nations to the gathered from many After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been Be prepared, and prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and be a guard for them.  "Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all its troops -many peoples with you.  "Gomer with all its troops; Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; Ethiopia and Persia, splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords; horses and horsemen, all of them bring you out, and all your army, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal.  "I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will GOD, "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, Tubal, and prophesy against him and say, 'Thus says the Lord Meshech and Rosh, prince of Magog, the Gog of the land of 
Here we see a massive invasion of Israel by a coalition of nations.

Q:  Who are the invaders?

Gog – Generally understood to be a title (like Pharoah) instead of a specific name.  

 
He will be a man who rises up to lead this coalition against Israel.  



	ANCIENT NATIONS


	MODERN NATIONS

	Rosh & Magog
	Russia and former Soviet Republics

	Mechech Tubal
	Turkey

	Persia
	Iran

	Cush
	Sudan, Ethiopia, and possibly Eritrea

	Put
	Libya, Algeria, and Tunisia

	Gomer
	Turkey and possibly Germany and Austria

	Beth-togarmah
	Turkey, Armenia, and Turkic-speaking peoples of Asian Minor and central Asia


Note:  Egypt and Iraq are not mentioned in this list.

Q:  Who initiates this invasion?


God – Exek 38:4, 8


“I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, 

  and all your army….After many days, you will be summoned; in the latter 

  years you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose 

  inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the mountains of 

  Israel”

The passage makes it clear that Israel stands alone.  No other nation on earth comes to her defense.  

A few nations protest and question the invasion, but do nothing to stop it.

Ezek 38:13

“Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish with all its villages will say to you, “Have you come to capture spoil?  Have you assembled your company to seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to capture great spoil?”

According to scholars:

Sheba and Dedan:  Saudi Arabia

Merchants of Tarshish with all its villages/young lions:  Evidence leads to Western Europe (colonizers) and the offspring Colonies (US)



https://www.raptureready.com/featured/ice/AmericaInBibleProphecy.html

Q:  What happens to the invaders?


Ezek 38:18-23

“But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of Israel, declares the Lord GOD, they will know that I am the LORD.”
make myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then holiness and fire and sulfur.  So I will show my greatness and my torrential rains and hailstones, his hordes and the many peoples who are with him I will rain upon him and I will enter into judgment with him, and Every man's sword will be against his brother. With pestilence and bloodshed  on all my mountains, declares the Lord GOD. I will summon a sword against Gogthe mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, and every wall shall tumble to the ground.  shall quake at my presence. And The fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping things that creep on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the earth, there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. in my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare, On that day my wrath will be roused in my anger. For 
 Ezek 39:3-8

“Then of which I have spoken.”Behold, it is coming and it will be brought about, declares the Lord GOD. That is the day the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.  the nations shall know that I am I will not let my holy name be profaned anymore. And my holy name I will make known in the midst of my people Israel, and they shall know that I am the LORD.   "And the coastlands, and who dwell securely in Magog and on those I will send fire on I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD.  I will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.  You shall fall in the open field, for hordes and the peoples who are with you. the mountains of Israel, you and all your You shall fall on will make your arrows drop out of your right hand.  I will strike your bow from your left hand, and 
God supernaturally destroys the invaders.  

Q:  So, when will these events take place?


Vs 8 - When Israel has been restored to the land and is prospering


Another clue is found in Ezekiel 39:9, where we are told that Israel will use

the captured weapons for fuel for 7 years. 


Conservative scholars differ on where this belongs on the timeline.

· Some place this at least 3 ½ years before the rapture because of the 7 year use of the weapon fuel.  



Jews flee Jerusalem/Israel when the Antichrist sets himself up in the 

Temple as god and turns his wrath on the Jews.  This would mean 

that the remainder of the weapons are used as fuel into the Millennial 

Kingdom.

· Others see it happening just after the Tribulation begins.  

Israel’s signing of a peace covenant with the Antichrist would explain why they are living in peace.



Many prophecy experts see this as that act that eliminates radical 

Islam, allowing the Antichrist to fully take control of the world 

politically and religiously.

· Others see it as being the same God-Magog battle at the Battle of 

      Armageddon

Q:  So, what can we say about these nations in terms of current events?


Russia – Rise of a Czar (Epicenter, p 97) 



    Putin is very Gog-like whether he is the actual person or not

Rosenberg (Epicenter, P 134):  


    “Based on Ezekiel’s intelligence, we should expect Russian influence 

      throughout the Islamic world to increase dramatically as the time of the 

      War of Gog and Magog approaches.  And that is precisely what is 

      happening.”


2000 – Putin welcomed Yassar Arafat to Moscow and expressed strong 

                        interest in “peace talks”


2001 –  Iranian president to Moscow to discuss increasing nuclear 

 cooperation and trade

         -  Ethiopian prime minister to Moscow – Signed treaty for Russia to sell 

             arms in exchange for trade deals and petroleum development 

             opportunities

2003 -   Putin welcomed Saudi crown prince (1st visit since 1932).  Signed 

 trade deals and discussed future arms deals.

 Putin said: “We view the Arab and Islamic world through the greater 

 part of modern history in their being our closest partners and 

 associates” 


        -    Putin traveled to Malaysia to address Organization of the Islamic 

             Conference and ask the OIC to accept Russian as an member since  

             about 1 in 7 Russians are Muslim.  Russia was accepted with 

  observer status.

2004 -  Putin visited Tehran to strengthen ties

-  Putin visited Turkey:  First Russian leader to EVER visit modern 

   Turkey, a long-time regional rival.  Issued statement that they were


 moving toward “cooperation and the flourishing it will bring with it”


2005  -  Putin sent Russian troops to Sudan. Had been arming radical 

 Islamists there for years.

          -  Putin visited Egypt – 1st president in 40 years to do so

          -  Putin visited Israel and Palestinian Authority and pledged to sell 

              them new arms

November 2013 – BBC News Article 

    “Russia in the Middle East:  Return of the Bear”

Something strange is happening in the Middle East.  The Russians, once vilified in some Arab countries as godless communists, their crumbling economy mocked, their dated weaponry shunned by the rich Gulf states, are now sweeping back into favour as US influence wanes.  Thursday's visit to Egypt by a high-level Russian delegation, with the prospect of a $2bn arms deal, is only the latest sign of a trend that has been gathering pace since the Arab Spring unrest kicked off in early 2011.   The fact that Moscow is supporting a regime - Syria's - ostracised by most of the Arab League is being quietly overlooked as Russian delegations and arms salesmen beat a path to Arab doors.  Twenty-two years after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russian clout in the Middle East is the highest it has been in a generation

May 2014 – China calls for security pact with Russia and Iran




http://www.cbsnews.com/news/china-calls-for-new-security-
pact-with-russia-iran

In recent history, Turkey has been an ally of Israel, but it’s current president 


has lashed out viciously at them. 


August 7, 2014



From the Jerusalem Post:



“Erdogan, who has a record of making virulent anti-Israel and anti-

Semitic statements, has pounded Israel during the current crisis at 

campaign rallies, variously saying that Israel was engaged in genocide and was worse than Hitler.”
August 18, 2014 

 Key headlines from GenerationalDynamics.com:

-  Turkey will send new flotilla to break Israel's blockade of Gaza

-  Gaza war further splits Israel's relations with Turkey and U.S.

-  Turkey gets closer to ISIS and Qatar and splits further with Egypt

The Iranian-Israeli conflict is well documented in the news as well, along with Iran’s quest to obtain nuclear weapons.

Q: Ezekiel says they will invade to capture spoil.  What spoil would Israel have that 

     they would want?


Natural gas, oil – Massive new natural gas discoveries.  Evidence that they 

may have colossal oil reserves. (Google Israel Oil Fines/Reserves)


  Gas reserves found by Christian from Texas who read promises of 

              Oil in scripture, took the specified locations literally, and found them 

  where the Bible said they would be (Epicenter, p 61)

2013 – One Israeli well estimated to hold 3.5 billion barrels

2013 Headline:   

               Natural Gas May Have Profound Impact on Israel’s Geopolitics

· Massive reserves allow energy independence and 

       turn them into exporter


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqAX02A9U6Q

July 2014 – Reserves in the Leviathan gas field are 16% larger than

        previously estimated.

         http://www.haaretz.com/business/.premium-1.604923

So, what would make this so appealing to Russia that they would actually invade?


European Union is currently highly dependent on Russia for gas and oil.


Russian government’s gets 80% of its operating revenues from the oil and 

gas market. 


Natural gas finds that Cyprus and Israel are mining could supply the entire 

European Union for 20 years, cutting Russian exports by 1/3.

Pipeline is currently being built to Europe through Cyprus and 

Greece.





Terry Malone, Calvary Prophecy report





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETYrDn9JWOs

Q:   Ezekiel is clear that NO NATION comes to Israel’s defense – God and God 

       alone delivers them from this attack.   What to we see in our own country today 

       to support this?

Psalm 83 War?

Ezekiel 28:24-26

"And for the house of Israel Then they will know that I am the LORD their God." who have treated them with contempt. when I execute judgments upon all their neighbors And they shall dwell securely in it, and they shall build houses and plant vineyards. They shall dwell securely, then they shall dwell in their own land that I gave to my servant Jacob.   manifest my holiness in them in the sight of the nations, When I gather the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scattered, and who have treated them with contempt. Then they will know that I am the Lord GOD.  "Thus says the Lord GOD: a thorn to hurt them among all their neighbors there shall be no more a brier to prick or 
Some scholars believe Psalm 83 is a related prophecy that shows Israel’s 

closest neighbors forming an alliance and attacking.

Psalm 83:1-8

“O God, do not keep silence; the Most High over all the earth.”whose name is the LORD, are know that you alone, put to shame and dismayed forever; let them perish in disgrace, that they may Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek your name, O LORD.  Let them be with your tempest and terrify them with your hurricane! sets the mountains ablaze,  so may you pursue them fire consumes the forest, as the flame chaff before the wind.  As  like whirling dust,"Let us take possession for ourselves of the pastures of God."  O my God, make them like Zebah and Zalmunna,  who said, Oreb and Zeeb, all their princes like dung for the ground.  Make their nobles like En-dor, who became the river Kishon, who were destroyed at Sisera and Jabin at Midian, as to the children of Lot. Selah  Do to them as you did to Asshur also has joined them; they are the strong arm of Tyre;  Philistia with the inhabitants of Amalek, Ammon and Gebal and the Hagrites, Moab and the Ishmaelites, Edom and let us wipe them out as a nation; let the name of Israel be remembered no more!"   For they conspire with one accord; against you they make a covenant--  the tents of treasured ones.  They say, "Come, crafty plans against your people; they consult together against your raised their heads.  They lay make an uproar; those who hate you have do not hold your peace or be still, O God!  For behold, your enemies 
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It is unclear whether Psalm 83 is a prophecy or simply a prayer for deliverance from enemies.  

Arguments for:


-  Israel will be living in peace when the Gog-Magog coalition attacks and this 

   would allow for that


-  The nations of Psalm 83 (nations immediately surrounding Israel) are 

   noticeably ABSENT in Ezekiel 38-39.



  http://www.arewelivinginthelastdays.com/road/mewar.html

Arguments against:


-  The primary argument is that Psalm 83 isn’t set up as a prophecy



  http://www.prophezine.com/index.php?option=com_content&id=633:the-

         

  world-at-war-with-syria-the-whole-pre-trib-psalms-83-isaiah-17-ezekiel-38-39

Isaiah 17 

Destruction of Damascus


Isaiah 17:1-9


An Oracle Concerning Damascus
“An In that day their strong cities will be like the deserted places of the wooded heights and the hilltops, which they deserted because of the children of Israel, and there will be desolation
Asherim or the altars of incense.  He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands, and he will not look on what his own fingers have made, either the In that day man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will look on the Holy One of Israel.  Gleanings will be left in it, as when an olive tree is beaten-- two or three berries in the top of the highest bough, four or five on the branches of a fruit tree, declares the LORD God of Israel. the Valley of Rephaim.  as when the reaper gathers standing grain and his arm harvests the ears, and as when one gleans the ears of grain in the fat of his flesh will grow lean.  And it shall be the glory of Jacob will be brought low, and the glory of the children of Israel, declares the LORD of hosts.  And in that day Damascus; and the remnant of Syria will be like Ephraim, and the kingdom from none will make them afraid.  The fortress will disappear from Aroer are deserted; they will be for flocks, which will lie down, and Damascus.  Behold, Damascus will cease to be a city and will become a heap of ruins. The cities of oracle concerning 
Some argue with good reason that this prophecy was fulfilled in the 8th century BC when the Northern Kingdom fell to Assyria.

Others say it hasn’t yet happened – Damascus may well be oldest continuously inhabited city in the world.

This prophecy tells of a coming war between Israel and Syria.


-  Northern Israel is badly damaged and Israel is “brought low”


-  Northern cities are abandoned by all but a few


-  Damascus is destroyed


-  Israelites turn back to God

If this is one of those dual-fulfillment prophecies, it is suggested that these events precipitate the invasion supposedly described in Psalm 83.  

Leahan Doar, MA, LPC
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