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Revelation 4a – The Rapture  
Today we continue our study in the book of Revelation.

You will recall that John was given the outline for the book in Rev 1:19.  Jesus told him to write:



What he has seen (chapter 1  What he saw of Jesus) 



Things that are (chapters 2-3:  Letters to the churches – church age)



Things “that will take place after these things” (chapters 4-21)

Last week, we looked at chapters 2-3, the letters to the 7 churches.  

That wrapped up the “things which are” section.

“Things which are” because they apply to the church age which John was in 


   and which is still going on

From here on out, we will be looking at the “things which are to come”.
Read Rev 4:1-11

This is an amazing passage.  We are literally seeing into the throne room in heaven!
John starts by saying “after these things” (what he had already seen – vision of Christ and His words to the 7 churches), “I looked”.

This is a real experience – not a vision or dream


According to Chuck Missler:



“I looked”  - 70 times in Revelation



“I saw”  -  35 times



“I beheld” -  7 times



“I heard”  -  23 times

Q:  What did John see?
Q:  What did he hear?

Q:  What happened to him next?

This, we believe, is a picture of the Rapture of the church.

Jesus introduced the Rapture to his disciples shortly before his arrest and crucifixion.

John 14:1-3

“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  In my Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself that where I am, there you may be also.”
The Apostle Paul developed the doctrine further in his letters to the Corinthian and Thessalonian churches.


I Corinthians 15:50-54

“ I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  Behold!  I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  “Death is swallowed up in victory.”

I Thessalonians 4:13-18

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.   For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep ]in Jesus.   For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.   For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.   Therefore comfort one another with these words.


So, scripture clearly teaches that, at some point in time, Christ will come in the clouds for His church. 


-   The dead IN CHRIST will be resurrected first.


-   Living believers will be caught up into the air with them to be with Jesus 

    forever.

-   It will happen in an instant

It has been argued that the word Rapture isn’t even in the Bible.

This is true – if you are reading an English translation.


The New Testament was written primarily in Greek.



The word for “caught up” in I Thessalonians 4 is harpazo.



Jerome translated the Greek New Testament into Latin in the 



4th century AD.  He translated harpazo into raeptius.




Rapio = to seize, snatch, or seize away




This came into English as Rapture

So, we could accurately say that I Thessalonians 4 describes the “catching 

away of the church” or the “seizing away of the church” 

Mark Hitchock in his book The End writes:


“The church age will end someday with the Rapture, just as suddenly and


  dramatically as it began on the Day of Pentecost, when Christ’s body of 

  believers is called up to meet Him in the air.  While there are several 

  reasons for the Rapture, the primary purpose for the Rapture is to end the 

  church age.”

The Apostle Paul described the existence of the Gentile church (their/our inclusion in God’s plan of redemption) as something that had been a mystery – an unknown, previously unrevealed truth.

Eph 3:3,5-6

By revelation there was made known to me the mystery…which in other 

generations was not made know to the sons of men, as it has now been 

revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

It is interesting that the Rapture of the church is also called a mystery 


I Cor 15:51


“Behold!  I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

  changed”

The whole church, from its birth to its translation to heaven in the Rapture, had been kept secret until it actually came into existence on the day of Pentecost.  

That said, there are 6 other raptures pictured in the Bible – Old Testament and New

· Enoch    

     Genesis 5:24 

     “Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.”

· Elijah

                 2 Kings 2:1,11 tell us the prophet was caught up into heaven without


           Dying

· Isaiah


           Briefly caught up into heaven but returned to earth (Isaiah 6:1)

· Jesus


           The word harpazo is used for Jesus’ catching away into heaven 

     described in Revelation 12:5

· Philip


           Harpazo is used to describe Philip’s physical transfer from one place to 

                        Another

· Paul

   In I Corinthians 12:2-4, Paul describes being “caught up” into heaven  
   at a point in his life

Main Views of Rapture Timing:

· Pre-Tribulation



Rapture of the church occurs before the Tribulation begins

· Mid-Tribulation/Pre-Wrath




Rapture occurs 3 ½ or 5 ½  years into the Tribulation, before the time 

they believe God’s wrath is poured out 

· Post-Tribulation



Rapture and Second Coming of Christ are the same event.

· Partial Rapture




Multiple raptures will occur throughout the Tribulation.  Timing of 

one’s rapture will depend on the degree of their faithfulness/ obedience.

Reasons for a Pre-Tribulation Rapture

1) The Element of Surprise

Matthew 24:36-39

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor

  the Son, but the father alone. For the coming of the Son of Man will be just   

              like the days of Noah.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

  and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 

  entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took 

  them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

Matthew 24:42

“Therefore, be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is 

  coming”

Matthew 24:44

“For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an 

  hour when you do not think He will”

    This element of surprise would be impossible once the Tribulation starts.  We 

    would know with certainty when He was coming.  We are given an exact number 

    of days from the time the peace covenant is signed.

The length of the Tribulation is seven years long, described in a variety of ways as "one 

seven" year block (Dan. 9:27), consisting of two "times, time and half a time" (two years

 + 1 year + half a year; Rev. 12:14), or two "1260 days" periods (Rev. 11:3), or two "42 

month" periods (Rev. 11:2; 13:5).






   Nathan Jones, Lamb and Lion Ministries







   Why I Believe In a Pre-Tribulation Rapture

Additionally, conditions in the Tribulation would be nothing like the “life as usual” that Jesus describes (eating, drinking, marrying, etc.).

2) The Place of the Church in Revelation

-    The Greek word for church is ekklesia.  

-     It is mentioned 19 times in the 1st 3 chapters of Revelation (letters to the 7   

 
      churches.  

· Once John is “caught up” into heaven in Rev 4:1-2 with a call to “come 

            up hither”  (picture of the Rapture), the church isn’t mentioned again 

until chapter 19, where it is pictured as the bride of Christ returning with 

Him to earth.

· In the Rapture, Jesus comes secretly FOR His bride and takes her 

                              to His Father’s house.  At the Second Coming, Jesus comes WITH 

      His bride and every eye sees Him

-     The 24 elders represent the church (we’ll look more at this later)
3) The Bible pictures the Rapture and the Second Coming as 2 separate events

Nathan Jones of Lamb and Lion Ministries has put together the following:

The Bible must see the Rapture (Jn. 14:1-4; I Cor. 15:51-58; 1 Thes. 4:13-18) and the Second Coming (Zech. 14:1-21; Matt. 24:29-31; Mk. 13:24-27; Lk. 21:25-27; Rev. 19) as separate events, because when the verses are compared they describe two very different scenarios:

1. Rapture — believers meet Christ in the air
Second Coming — Christ returns to the Mount of Olives to meet the believers on earth

2. Rapture — Mount of Olives is unchanged
Second Coming — Mount of Olives is divided, forming a valley east of Jerusalem

3. Rapture — living believers obtain glorified bodies
Second Coming — living believers remain in same bodies

4. Rapture — believers go to heaven
Second Coming — glorified believers come from heaven, earthly believers stay on earth

5. Rapture — world left unjudged and living in sin
Second Coming — world is judged and righteousness is established

6. Rapture — depicts deliverance of the Church from wrath
Second Coming — depicts deliverance of believers who endured wrath

7. Rapture — no signs precede it
Second Coming — many signs precede it

8. Rapture — revealed only in New Testament
Second Coming — revealed in both Old and New Testaments

9. Rapture — deals with only the saved
Second Coming — deals with both the saved and unsaved

10. Rapture — Satan remains free
Second Coming — Satan is bound and thrown into the Abyss

Since the Rapture and Second Coming clearly are different events that do not occur at the same time, this would rule out a Post-Tribulation Rapture scenario.
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http://www.lamblion.com/articles/articles_rapture7.php

4) The Removal of the Restrainer

The Thessalonian believers had gotten a forged letter indicating that they were living in the Tribulation period already.  Paul wrote to calm them.  

II Thessalonians 2:3

“Let no one in any way deceive you. For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.”



Paul says the Tribulation hasn’t started because

· The apostasy hasn’t come

· The Antichrist hasn’t been revealed

Remember, the Tribulation starts when the Antichrist signs the peace covenant with Israel.  

Q:  Why hasn’t the Antichrist come yet?

II Thessalonians 2:6-8

“And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed.  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.  Then that lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming.”

     To identify the restrainer, certain requirements need to be met. 

1 The restrainer must be able to fit the description of the both neuter

     (vs 6) and the masculine (vs 7) genders used here.

2 The restrainer must be both powerful enough and willing to 

     restrain or hold back Satan because the mystery of lawlessness lies 

     under Satan’s control.

3 The restrainer should be one who is seen in other portions of 

    Scripture as engaged in the restraint of the mystery of lawlessness.

4 The restrainer must be able to fit the description of someone or 

    something that “comes to be out of the midst.” 

    The restrainer can only be God – the Holy Spirit



The Holy Spirit will removed from “the midst” when the church is 

raptured.  Then evil will have the freedom to run rampant because there is no “salt” or “light” to keep it in check.

5) The Church isn’t Appointed to Wrath

The Tribulation is a time of God’s wrath upon the Earth.


Revelation 6:17


“for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”


Zephaniah 1:14-15


“The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of 

  the day of the LORD is bitter; A day of 
the mighty man cries aloud there.  
  wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 

  devastation, a day of clouds and thick
a day of darkness and gloom, 
  darkness,

Yet, scripture clearly states that the church is not appointed to wrath.


Romans 5:9


“Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 

  we be saved by him from the wrath of God.”

I Thessalonians 5:9

“For God has not destined us for to obtain salvation through our 
wrath, but 
  Lord Jesus Christ”

I Thessalonians 1:9-10

“to wait 
true God, and from idols to serve the living and you turned to God 
 for his Son who delivers 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus from heaven, 
 us from the wrath to come.


The Greek word translated “delivers” means “to draw or snatch out

 to oneself, to rescue, to save, to preserve”

Revelation 3:10 (to Church of Philadelphia)

“Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you 

  from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole 

  world, to test those who dwell on the earth”


6) Examples from History

-   God raptured Enoch before the flood started

· God sealed Noah and his family in the ark before the rains started

· Lot was removed from Sodom before judgment fell

· The Hebrews were protected from the angel of death in Egypt

· Rahab’s family was rescued before Jericho was destroyed

Luke 17:24--30 


“For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, 

 so will the Son of Man be he must suffer many things 
  But first in his day.
 and Noah, so will 
Just as it was in the days of be rejected by this generation.  
 it be in the days of the Son of Man.  They were eating and drinking and 

 marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 

 ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  Likewise, just as it was in 

 the days of Lot--they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting 

 and building, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and 

 sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all--so will it be on the day 

 when the Son of Man is revealed.”

 Note:  Jesus makes it a point to stress that, in both cases, judgment fell 

 AFTER Noah entered the ark and Lot left Sodom.

 Genesis gives more incredible details about Lot’s escape:



-   2 angels had arrived and told Lot that Sodom was about to be 

    destroyed.

-   His future son-in-laws rejected his warning and Lot was hesitating 

     to leave


Genesis 19:15-17

“As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Up! Take your wife and  your two daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city." But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away."
Do not look back or stop anywhere in the the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city.  And as they brought them out, one said, "Escape for your life.  

Lot protested that he would never survive in the mountains and asked if he 

could escape to a small, nearby town instead.   The angel agreed and said:


Genesis 19:22-23



“Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive 

there…...The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar.     Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.”


So, in the cases of both Noah and Lot (which Jesus Himself used as 

examples):

· It was life as usual right up until judgment fell

· No one paid attention to the warnings until it was too late

· The righteous were completely removed BEFORE judgment fell
7) The Jewish Wedding 

Engagements and weddings in Jesus’ day were thought of much differently than today.


-  There was no dating or courtship


-  Marriage was a practical legal matter 



Established by covenant (contract) and carried out in a very specific, 



detailed way


-  When a young man found the girl he (or his father for him) wanted to 


    marry, he would propose.


The most important part of the proposal was the price he would pay

to marry her (very costly price for him – he would pay dearly to

                   marry her)


-  Once the price was paid, the covenant was established and the bride was 


    considered set apart for the bridegroom


They would drink from a cup of wine over which the betrothal had 



been pronounced 



** The Last Supper was a picture of this **

-   The bridegroom would give his newly bethrothed bride special gifts to 


     show his love and devotion to her and to help her remember him.




** We were given the Holy Spirit as a seal and promise **

-  When the marriage covenant was sealed, the bridegroom would leave and 

    go back to his father’s house to prepare a place for them to live.   

They didn’t build their own houses.

They added on to the father’s house  
      (In my Father’s house are many mansions/rooms)

The bridal chamber had to be beautiful and stocked with provisions since they would spend 7 days there together 
-   The father would decide when the chamber was complete and tell his son 

     to go get his bride.  

The bride needed to be ready at all times because she never knew 


when he would come back for her

-   The bridegroom would come, often in the night (like a thief),  with a 

     wedding party 

His arrival was announced with a shout and trumpets

-   They would return to the father’s house, spend 7 days together in the 

     bridal chamber, and then emerge to celebrate the wedding feast.
Eph 5:25-27

Husbands love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.

Rev 19:7-8
Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.  It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
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