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Feasts of the Lord

Fall

Q:  Since all the spring feasts were fulfilled to the exact day and hour by Jesus’ first 

      coming, what do you think this says about the fall feasts and the second coming?

Consider these facts:

· 21.5% of the New Testament is prophecy

· 27% of the whole Bible is prophecy 

· Of the 333 prophecies concerning Christ, only 109 were fulfilled by His first       coming, leaving 224 yet to be fulfilled in the Second Coming.

· There are over 300 references to the Lord’s coming in 260 chapters of the New Testament – one out of every 30 verses.

· 23 of the 27 New Testament books mention the Lord’s coming

· Jesus referred to His second coming 21 times

· There are 1527 Old Testament passages that refer to the Second Coming

· For every time the Bible mentions the first coming, the Second Coming is mentioned 8 times.

· People are exhorted to be ready for the return of Jesus Christ over 50 times!

As the spring feasts were all fulfilled by the first coming, so the fall feasts all point to (and will be fulfilled by) the second coming. 


Interestingly:



The 3 fall feasts all happen in the 7th month (September/October)



“Seven” in Hebrew = “Sheva” = vow  (God’s vow fulfilled)

Feast of Trumpets/Rosh Hashana

Lev 23:24

“Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘In the seventh month on the first of the month, you shall have a rest, a reminder by blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.”

This is the first day of the Jewish New Year.

It was the only feast that occurred on a new moon: 

      -  All the other feasts occur on a full moon

      -  29 ½ days after the last new moon


      -  Lasted two days (for Diaspora to be able to celebrate it)

· 2 watchmen would watch for the moon – Once they saw it, the Sanhedrin 


would then declare the feast day

      -  Because of this, it was commonly said of the feast “No man knows the day or 

         the hour”

On this day, the shofar is blown 100 times.

  Jewish Belief – gates of heaven are opened for the hometaking (rapture)


4 different blasts in a sequence:



Tekiah – 3 second sustained note – sound of the king’s coronation


Shevarim – 3 medium, wailing blasts – sobbing cry of Jewish heart 

                                yearning to connect, grow and achieve

Teruah – 9 quick blasts like an alarm clock – arousing from spiritual 

                slumber



     It’s a preparation to receive the king!  Stand on guard; the king is 

                 about to arrive!

Tekiah Hagedolah – 10 second minimum – The Last Trump



This is the blast that announces that the king has arrived!

This Feast is know by a number of names:

Yom Teruah (Day of Awakening Blast or Resurrection)

I Thes 4:16-17

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

I Cor 15:51-53

“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”

            The Time of Jacob’s Trouble
            Jeremiah 30:6-7

            “Ask now, and see if a male can give birth.  Why do I see every man with his    hands on his loins, as a woman in childbirth?  And why have all faces turned pale?  Alas!  For that day is great, there is none like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble.”


Zephaniah 1:14-16



            “The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and hastens quickly, even the voice of the day of the Lord; the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.  That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.

Yom Hadin (Day of Judgment/Opening of the Books/Opening of the Gates)

I Cor 3:13-14

“Each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.’

Yom Hakeseh (The Hidden Day)

Zephaniah 2:1-4

“Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame, before the decree takes effect – The day passes like the chaff – before the burning anger of the Lord comes upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger comes upon you.  Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth, who have carried out His ordinances; seek righteousness, seek humility.  Perhaps you will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger.”

Psalm 27:5

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion; in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.”

This supports the idea that the church will be raptured and kept safely in heaven during the Tribulation.

Yom Zikaron (Day of Remembrance)

Ha Kiddushin (Wedding of the Messiah)


   Joel 2:15-16


   “Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly; Gather 

              the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the 

              children, and those that suck the breasts;  let the bridegroom go forth of 

              his chamber, and the bride out of her closet’


Ha Melech (Coronation of the Messiah)
One of the aspects of You Teruah is to crown God as our King.  The Shofar was seen not only as a call to stand trial before the judgment throne of God, but also to reaffirm God’s sovereignty and kingship over the world.  

It was a regular practice to enthrone the kings of Israel and Judah on the 1st of Tishri.

Reasons to believe the Rapture will happen on the Feast of Trumpets: 


1.  All the Spring Feasts were fulfilled at Christ's first coming, and on the exact day 

     of the feast.  All the Fall Feasts picture the second advent, and the Feast of 

     Trumpets is the first of the fall feasts, picturing the rapture. 


2.  The Feast of Trumpets is when the "last trump" of the rapture of 1 Cor 15 is 

      blown. 

3.  The Feast of Trumpets is known as the Wedding of the Messiah, and the Church 

      is the Bride of Christ, and the rapture is when the Church is caught up to heaven 

      to be wed with Christ. 

4.  The Feast of Trumpets happens on the "new moon", which is 29.5 days after the 

      last one, meaning it might occur on the 29th or 30th day, nobody knows for 

      sure.  "Of that day or hour no man knows" is an expression referring to this   

      feast, and thus, the rapture. 


5.  "Of that day or hour no man knows, but my Father only" is an expression used 

       by a groom when asked when his wedding will be.  He says this because it is his 

       Father that will tell him when his preparations on the bridal chamber are 

       completed and it is time.  Again, the wedding pictures the rapture. 


6.  The "Open Door" of the rapture in Matt 25, and Rev 3, & Rev 4:1 is a symbol of 

     the Feast of Trumpets. 

            Ezek 46:1

"Thus says the Lord GOD: The gate of the inner court that faces east shall  

   be shut on the six working days; but on the sabbath day it shall be opened 

   and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened. 


Matt 24:27


“For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so 

             will the coming of the son of Man be.”of the Son of Man.

Rev 4:1


“After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and 


  the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with 


  me, said, ‘Come up here, and I will show  you what must take place after 


  these things”

                      John’s experience of being called up seems to be a symbol of the 


Rapture.


7.  We are told that the new moon and the Feasts of the Lord are a shadow of things

     to come in Col 2:16,17.  Since the Feast of Trumpets is the only Feast of the Lord 

     that falls on a new moon, we should take particular note. 

             “Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in  

 
respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day – things which are a 

               mere shadow of what is to come”



8.  There are seven days of awe in between the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of 

     Atonement.  These picture the seven years of tribulation.  Atonement pictures 

     Satan being defeated and cast away at the end of tribulation.  If you add the two 

     day Trumpets feast, and the day of atonement, the 7 days of awe are "ten days of 

     tribulation" which might be referred to in Rev. 2:10. 


9.  In the Jewish Wedding, a marriage takes place over a period of time known as 

     the "bridal week".  During the bridal week, the groom and bride are together in 

     the bridal chamber.  At the end of the week, there is a marriage supper.  

     Compare Judges 14, Rev. 19, and Gen. 29:22-28  This bridal week will be the

     tribulation week on earth, while the bride of Christ is in heaven. 


10. In the Jewish Wedding, the groom comes for his bride "like a thief in the night" 

      to take (size / rapture) her away and into the bridal chamber for the bridal week 

      at his father's house. 


11.  The Feast of Trumpets is also known as the coronation of the Messiah, when he 

       will start reigning as king, thus the beginning of the "Day of the Lord", which 

       includes the tribulation. 


12.  It is also time for the bema judgment, or the judgment of the works of the 

       righteous, and judgment must begin at the house of the Lord.

Note:  The longest gap between any of the feasts is the gap between Pentecost and 

the Feast of Trumpets, potentially mirroring the gap of time that we call the 

church age.

Thief in the Night:

As mentioned earlier, believers are exhorted to be ready for Christ’s return over 50 times in scripture!!

Q:  Are we as believers supposed to recognize the season of Christ’s return?

There are many verses, but what it boils down to is this: 


The Lord comes as a thief in the night to those who aren’t watching and

aren’t prepared – the dead church

 Sardis – Dead church 

        Rev 3:1-3 – “If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will

                              not at what hour I will come to you.”

        Foolish virgins – weren’t ready for the bridegroom’s return

        Wise virgins – were ready


   Luke 12:37-41


   “Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he comes shall find 

                watching;  truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have 

                them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them’


  Rev 16:15 

“Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame”.

During Jesus’ time, the high priest and the captain of the guard were 

known as the “thief in the night”.  This is why:

         Priests had to stay alert to make sure the fire on the altar didn’t go 

         out.

         Captain of the guard (thief in the night) would make rounds.  If a priest 

         was found sleeping, the captain would set the priest’s garments on fire.

         Priest who had been sleeping would run through the temple tearing off 

         His clothes which were on fire, thus showing his nakedness and 

         bringing shame.

 I Thes 5:1-5

 “Now as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need of 

   anything to be written to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  While they are saying “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief.”

Day of Atonement/Yom Kippur

Yom Kippur happens on the 10th day of the seventh month.   It is 9 days after the Rosh Hashana (Feast of Trumpets), which happens on the 1st day of the seventh month.  


“The days between the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement are


called “the Days of Awe”.  To the Jewish mind, these days are the last chance 


to find forgiveness from God.  After two days of Rosh Hashanah, the high 


priest (along with the other priests) goes into hiding for seven days to avoid 

defilement.  The next day after the completion of the seven days is the 

judgment of the Day of Atonement”  

Q:  What parallels do you see between this and the events prophesied for the 

      church?


    Rapture and protection of the church during the Tribulation

As previously mentioned, the 7 days (years) also represent the Jewish

wedding custom – 7 days together in bridal chamber and then the feast.

Lev 23:27

“On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you and you shall humble your souls and present an offering by fire to the Lord.”

This was the holiest day on the Jewish calendar – when the nation of Israel would repent and be forgiven as the high priest entered the Holy of Holies. 

Lev 16:3-5

“Aaron shall enter the holy place with this:  with a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.  He shall put on the holy linen tunic, and the linen undergarments shall be next to his body, and he shall be girded with the linen sash and attired with the linen turban (these are holy garments).  Then he shall bathe his body in water and put them on.  He shall take from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin offering an one ram for a burnt offering.”

Scapegoat:

   Priest would cast lots for the goats.


Lot for the Lord – this goat was sacrificed


Lot for the scapegoat – priest would lay hands on it, confessing the sins of the 
people.   The goat was then sent into the wilderness.


Lev 16:22


“And the goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land;  and 

              he shall release the goat in the wilderness.”


Is 53:6


“All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 

but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.”

According to the Talmud:

          A crimson strap was tied to the head of the scapegoat and another to the door 


of the sanctuary.

         Once the scapegoat reached the wilderness, by some miracle, both straps 

         would turn white.

                   Is 1:18


 “Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be white as snow; though they 

    
 are red like crimson, they will be like wool.”

 After Jesus’ crucifixion, the Talmud (Yoma 39b) records:

1. Scarlet thread stopped turning white (goat no longer required)

2. Lot for the Lord’s goat would come up in the left hand (bad omen)

3. Westernmost light on the Temple Menorah wouldn’t stay lit

4. The temple doors – eastern gate of the inner court - would open by themselves each evening


(Also recorded by Josephus)


Doors were 5 stories tall and required 20 men to move them.


     Demonstrates our access to God through Christ

We see the events of the Day of Atonement being acted out in Revelation!

     High Priest was in the Most Holy Place for a half hour during the sacrifices of 

     Yom Kippur.


All other priests would wait in silence as the sacrifice was finished and 


atonement completed.


Rev 8:1


“And when He broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 


  about half an hour”

     High Priest would take fiery coals from the altar, along with two handfuls of 

     incense, and bring it inside the veil.

      
The incense would be offered so that the sweet smoke covered the mercy


seat.


Rev 8:2-5

“And another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand.  And the angel took the censer; and he filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth.”

After all the sacrifices had been completed, the High Priest would come out of the Most Holy Place and declare “It is done”


Rev 16:17


“And the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air; and a loud 

                  voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying “It is done”

The High Priest wore only white garments during the sacrifice – would be covered 

 in blood by the end.


Rev 19:11-15

“And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself.  And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the winepress of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty”

The Tribulation Period (Which starts on the Feast of Trumpets) is what is required to bring Israel to repentance.  

Israel’s national repentance and acceptance of Jesus as Messiah will happen on Yom Kippur and will trigger His second coming.


Hos 5:15-6:3

“I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offense; in their affliction they will seek me early.  Come, let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he has smitten, and he will bind us up.  After two days will he revive us; in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.  Then we shall know, if we follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain.”


Mt 23:37-39

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!  For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”

Feast of Tabernacles

Recall, the 3 fall feasts all happen in the month of Tishri – the 7th month on the Hebrew lunar calendar.

            1st of tishri – Rosh Hashana (Feast of Trumpets)  -  Rapture of the 

                                church, Regathering of Israel 


10th of Tishri – Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)   -   Israel’s repentance,

                          which triggers the Second Coming of Christ

15th of Tishri – Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles/Booths)       Millennial Kingdom

So, this last feast is at hand.  It commemorated Israel’s time in the wilderness when God provided for them.  First Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated when the actual Tabernacle was built after Moses came down off the mountain the 2nd time with the 10 commandments.  Every male within 20 miles of Jerusalem was commanded to come for this feast (one of 3 where this was the case – Unleavened Bread, Pentecost) 

Lev 23:41-43

“You shall thus celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year.  It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month.  You shall live in booths for seven days; all the native-born in Israel shall live in booths, so that your generations may know that I had the sons of Israel live in booths when I brought them out from the land of Egypt.  I am the Lord your God.”

“God’s ultimate plan has always been to dwell or tabernacle among His people!  On the first Feast of tabernacles, God’s tabernacle to dwell with man began to be built.”


Rev 21:3

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.”


Mk 9:1-2,5

“And Jesus was saying to the, ‘Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.  Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and brought them up on a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them.  Peter said to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three tabernacles, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”


Peter was ready for Jesus to set up His earthly kingdom!!   Associated this 


with tabernacles.

Interesting – “America apparently celebrated Sukkot in it’s early history.  In 1621 when the Pilgrims gathered to give thanks to the Lord, it is understood that they celebrated Sukkot or used it as a model for the celebration of thanks to the Lord for the harvest.  This eventually became the holiday of Thanksgiving in 1863.”

Festival:

· It was a very festive time – God commanded them to rejoice for the days of the feast.  

· Festival was marked by eager expectation of the Messiah

On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, they had the Water Libation ceremony.  


2 groups of priests:


One went down from Jerusalem and cut palm branches – formed lines

                  several feet apart and walked back up to Jerusalem waiving the palms.


Another group, led by the high priest, went down to the pool of Siloam 

and drew water in a golden pitcher (represents God’s glory).  They, too, proceeded back up to Jerusalem.  The water would be poured on one corner of the altar while the blood was poured on the other corner.  While doing this, the High Priest would recite Isaiah 12:3 – “Therefore with joy shall you draw water out of the wells of salvation (yeshua)”


The wind from the palm branches and the water from the pool both 


pictured the Spirit, who would be fill Jerusalem in the millennial 


kingdom.

At night, they lit four 75-foot torches to represent the pillar of fire in the wilderness, and the priests/people would juggle torches and put on a light show all night.

John 7 and 8 are set at the Feast of Tabernacles!


John 7:37-39

“Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”


John 8:12


“I am the Light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in the

 darkness, but will have the Light of life.”

Jesus’ birth – likely during Feast of Tabernacles

· Shepherds wouldn’t have been in fields in December

· Explains the lack of room in the inn:  All males required to come to Jerusalem for this feast

· 6 months after John the Baptist was born

· John likely conceived right after Feast of Pentecost and born around Passover (Based on the service time of the priestly order that Zacharias was part of)

· If Jesus was born at Feast of Tabernacles, He likely was conceived on Hannukah – Conceived on the festival of lights and born on the show of lights.    Appropriate to call Himself the Light of the World!!

Finally, Michael Norten in Unlocking the Secrets of the Feasts observed the following from the harvests of Israel:

There were 3 primary harvests in Israel:


Barley Harvest – Spring – Feast of Firstfruits


Wheat Harvest – Summer


Grape Harvest – Fall 

The order of the resurrections of believers parallels the harvests.

Barley Harvest

Barley is harvested first, in early spring.  

Barley heads are very soft and easily crushed.   Because this is the case, heads are separated from the chaff by tossing them into the wind.  The process is called winnowing.  

When the Holy Spirit came upon the early church, He came with a noise like a mighty rushing wind.  

Wheat Harvest

Wheat is harvested next, in late spring.

Because the head of the wheat is hard, it must be threshed or crushed to separate the wheat from the chaff.  


“A man who is threshing the wheat stands on a large board, which has bits of 


  glass underneath it, and is pulled by a horse over the wheat to do the 

  crushing.


  The board is called by a Latin word:  tribulum


  According to Revelation 7, many will come to Christ during the Tribulation 


  Period – that is what it is designed to do:  bring Israel to Christ.

Note: “It is interesting that you can also tell the difference between a field of wheat 

             and a field of barley. While the heads of the stock of barley bend down like 

 they are bowing in humility, the heads of the stocks of wheat are straight 

 up”

Church-age believers have humbled themselves and placed their faith in Christ without compulsion.   Tribulation believers will come to Christ because they are harvested by the crushing of the tribulum.

Grape Harvest

Grapes are picked in the Fall and crushed in the winepress. This pictures the resurrection of unbelievers to judgment at the end of the tribulation.  

Rev 14:18-20

“Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe.  So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.”

Note:  Israel was commanded in Leviticus not to harvest the corners of their fields 

            or vineyards in order to leave grain and fruit for the poor.  “This is similar to 


Matt 24:31, when the believers from the four winds of the earth will be 

gathered at the end of the tribulation to enter the kingdom.  Since they did not die, they are not resurrected.  Instead, they will move into the kingdom to populate it for the next thousand years.

Q:  So, what do we do with all this?  What is the application for us today?
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