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Revelation 2-3

Today we continue our study in the book of Revelation.

Written by the apostle John from the Roman prison colony on the island of Patmos – around 95 AD

Last week, we looked at chapter 1. 

According to the very first verse (1:1)


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”


Revelation (Greek, apokalupsis – a revealing or unveiling)

· Has been called the 5th Gospel 

· Other 4 show Jesus as He was during His time on the earth

· Revelation shows Him as He currently IS and as He will be
· Also 2 other senses in which this is true

· It is knowledge belonging TO Him (His possession)

· It is the Revelation given BY Him

· It is the revealing OF Him

Why was it given?


Vs 1:1 – To show “the things which must soon take place”


Because Jesus wants us to know what is coming – the end of the story!

Read Rev 1:10-17a

Q:  What does John see when he turns around?



Seven golden lampstands (vs 20- the 7 churches)  and a person standing in 



the middle


Q:  Who is this person?



Note:  This isn’t how Jesus WILL BE – This is how He IS now

Vs 19 gives us the outline for the book.



What he has seen (chapter 1)



Things that are (chapters 2-3:  Letters to the churches – church age)



Things that will take place afterward (chapters 4-21)

John’s immediate audience was the 7 churches in Asia Minor (western Turkey)

This was a circular letter – the courier would start at Ephesus and travel to the churches in the order they were listed as a matter of geography.

There are 7 design elements in each letter:

1) Name of the church

2) Unique title of Christ

3) Commendation

4) Concern

5) Exhortation

6) Promise to the Overcomer

7)   “He that hath an ear, hear what the Spirit says to the Churches.”
All but one of the churches are given a commendation, and all but two are given a criticism/area to change and improve.

Remember:



John saw Jesus standing in the middle of the churches (lampstands), and this


           entire book is the revealing of Him.

As we look at the letters to these churches we are seeing His heart.  We need to pay attention.  

Realize:  The letters to the churches are ultimately letters to individuals. 




We need to hear (implement)




Vs 1:3 – Promised blessings to those who read, hear, and HEED

Ephesus

Ephesus = Desired one or darling

Largest city of its day
Extremely wealthy and beautiful – called “The Queen of Asia”
Housed the temple of Diana


       One of the “seven wonders of the world”


       4 times the size of the Parthenon

       Filled with all the “rites” expected from worship of a fertility goddess

Center for study of arts and magic


       Known throughout the world for talismans, incantations, books, charms, etc.

Read Rev 2:1-7

Jesus identifies himself to this church as “The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands”

Q:  What do you think that title of Jesus communicated to this church?


Intimacy, nearness

Q:  What was pleasing to the Lord (commendation)


They were DOING all the right things
· “Deeds, toil, perseverance” 




        Service to the point of sacrifice (toil = to point of exhaustion)

· Diligent to keep their doctrine pure and sound

· Separated themselves from Nicolaitans (sect who taught a distorted doctrine of superiority of  clergy over “laity” (origin of the word)





Nicao = conquer, overcome, rule   Laos = people

So, on the surface they were almost perfect.

Q:   What was the problem (concern)


Motives  



They were just going through the motions – not motivated by love for Christ.
Q:  What is the exhortation:


Jesus told them to remember, repent, and return to their love for Him as the 

motivation for all they did.



If they didn’t, they would lose their light.



Wiersbe:  The church (believer) who loses its love will soon lose its light. 

Q:  What is the specific promise to the overcomer?



Will eat from the “tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God”


Note:  This (Rev 2:7) is the verse I discussed a few weeks back.  



“Paradise” - from an ancient Persian word meaning a walled garden or park



Gen 3:22



Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, 



knowing good and evil; and no, he might stretch out his hand, and take also 



from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”



Luke 23:43
And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with me in Paradise”



2 Cor 12:2-4



I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago – whether in the body I do 



not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows – such a man was 



caught up into the third heaven.  And I know how such a man….was caught 



up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not 



permitted to speak.

According to the opinion of many of the church Fathers, the paradise in which our first parents dwelt before the fall still exists, neither on earth nor in the heavens, but above and beyond the world.








Thayer’s Expanded Greek Definition

So, it would seem that the Garden of Eden is still in existence, and is the place believers go to when they die.  
Prophetic Profile of Ephesus – Apostolic Church 


      Even by the end of the fist century, the church was slipping.


      Many of Paul’s letters were written to correct errors in these churches.

Smyrna
Smyrna – from Hebrew root for “myrrh”   =  Death


Myrrh is a bitter gum and costly perfume





Antiseptic used for embalming



One of 3 gifts at Christ’s birth:




Gold – royalty




Frankincense – deity, priesthood




Myrrh – suffering, death



Note:  In Jesus’ second coming, gold and frankincense are offered but no 




myrrh (Is 60:6)
Modern Izmir – 3rd largest city in Turkey
Excellent harbor
Very prosperous city in NT times – commercial center
Rich with pagan temples and shrines, including:



Temple of Zeus



Shrines of Appollo, Aphrodite and others



Statues of Poseidon and Demeter (goddess of corn)

Readily accepted Caesar worship
Read Rev 2:8-11

Jesus identifies himself to this church as “the first and the last, who was dead and has come to life”
Q:  What was this church experiencing?



Extreme persecution

Poverty  

Q:  What would this title of Jesus convey to them?

Power over death (which they would be facing)
Q:  What was pleasing to the Lord (commendation)?



They were suffering for his sake



They were spiritually rich in spite of their poverty



Q:  How could Jesus call them rich in such circumstances?

Q:  What was the problem here?


Trick question – there wasn’t one



One of 2 churches that received no rebuke

Jesus told them that some would be imprisoned and perhaps even die. 
Tribulation for “10 days”



Meaning is unclear



May refer to 10 Roman rulers that persecuted the church 



Note:  This tribulation is persecution – not the Great Tribulation
Q:  What is their exhortation?



2:10 – “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life”


This brings up the issue of crowns that we discussed last time.


Crowns are a reward for our works (not salvation). 
· Crown of Life (Jas 1:12) – for those who have suffered for His sake
· Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) – for those who loved His appearing
· Crown of Glory (I Pet 5:4) – for those who feed the flock

· Crown Incorruptible (I Cor 9:25) – for those who press on steadfastly

· Crown of Rejoicing (I Thes 2:19) – for those who win souls

Q:  What is the specific promise to the overcomer?



Will not be hurt by the second death.



Q:  What is the second death?


                  Rev 20:6



        Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over 


        these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and 



        of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
Rev 20:14-15

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Prophetic Profile of Smyrna  – The persecuted church
Pergamos
Pergamum (masc) = Citadel 

Pergamos (fem)  = The City of the Serpent 

           Lit:  per = mixed/objectionable   gamos = marriage   


Ephesus – the great political center


Smyrna –  the great commercial center


Pergamum – the great religious center

Extremely wealthy and prosperous city
Became the center of the official religion of emperor “Caesar” worship


First temple of this cult was erected here in 27 B.C.

Under Vespasian and successors, it became a test of one’s faith whether one 

would offer incense to the statue of the emperor or not

Zeus was said to be born here


The great altar to Zeus stood here (perhaps Satan’s throne of Rev 2:13)


Note:  Moved to Berlin intact

Center of ancient sun worship which it inherited from ancient Babylon
Read Rev 2:12-17

Jesus identifies Himself to this church as “The One who has the sharp two-edged sword”
Q:  What did we say this is and does?



Heb 4:12




For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-




edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of 




both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions 




of the heart. 


Q:  What was Jesus pleased with here?



Stayed true to their faith even when one of them had been martyred

Q:  What was the concern?



They were allowing false teaching to infiltrate the church



They were compromising - blending immoral, pagan worship with true faith
Some accepted the doctrine of the Nicolaitans (rejected by Ephesus)


Doctrine of superiority of  clergy over “laity” (origin of the word)



Note:  Literal name = mixed/objectionable marriage
Q:  What is the exhortation?



Repent or He will come to you and make war with them
Q:  What is the specific promise to the overcomer?



Receive hidden manna



White stone and new name




This was a Roman entrance ticket
Prophetic Profile – the compromising church (married to the world)


When Satan couldn’t stop them through persecution, he joined them through 



compromise.
Thyatira

Stood at junction of roads leading to Pergamum, Sardis, and Smyrna

Well known center for trade guilds, each of which had patron pagan deity

     You had to be a member to practice a trade and membership required paying 

     homage to the pagan deity
Read Rev 2:18-29

Q:  What are they doing well?



Works which are always increasing



Faith, love, service, perseverance

Q:   Where are they failing?



Tolerate a woman named Jezebel who calls herself a prophetess and teaches 



the church to embrace immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols




Apparently teaches the “deep things of Satan” (vs 24)


They simply aren’t standing up against her
Q:    Do we see this anywhere today?

Jesus says she and her followers will be punished:


Thrown on a bed of sickness



Will go into the Great Tribulation




First reference to this



Only the unrepentant church will go into it

Q:  What is the exhortation to Thyatira?



Hold fast until He comes


Q:  What does that mean?




Don’t give in or give up




Don’t compromise

Q:  What is the specific promise to the overcomer?



Will rule the nations with Christ (during millennial kingdom)
Prophetic Profile – Medieval Church


Nimrod – great grandson of Noah and founder of all pagan religion


 
Built tower of Babel



        
It is said that Nimrod’s wife was Semiramis







Founded the Babylonian mystery religions




Proclaimed that her son Tammuz was divinely conceived





Satan’s attempt to hijack the promise of a Seed 





(Redeeemer)



These 2 pagan deities were adopted and renamed by successive



empires as mother/son worship.




Babylon:   Semiramis and Tammuz (sun god)




Phoenicia:  Ashtoreth and Tammus




Egypt:  Isis and Horus





Greece:  Aphrodite and Eros





Rome:   Venus and Cupid




When Cyrus conquered Babylon, they set up a new center at 




Pergamum and the king became Pontifex Maximus – the high priest 




of the pagan system.




In 378 A.D., Damasus, the Bishop of Rome took the office of Pontifex 



Maximus, completing the absorption of the Babylonian system into 




the Roman Church. 




Paganism was Christianized





Pagan priests slipped into office as Christian priest
Sardis

Meaning of the name has been lost
One of the greatest cities in the world in 700 BC

Located atop a 1000 cliff and believed their city to be impregnable



The cliff was made of clay, however



Erosion and cracking opened entrance ways for attacking forces
The inhabitants had a deep but false confidence and experienced defeat after defeat            

 as a result

Read Rev 3:1-6

Jesus identifies Himself to this church as “He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars”
Q:  What was pleasing about them?



Nothing  – there is no commendation for this church

Q:  What concern does Jesus express to them?



They are dead 


Q:  What does that mean?




They aren’t saved – just religious



Perhaps why Jesus identified Himself as having the Holy Spirit 



because they don’t
Q:  What is the exhortation?


Wake up



Build on what is alive and remaining



Remember what you have been taught and apply it



Repent

Jesus warns that, if they don’t, He will come to them like a thief (city history)


I Thes 5:2-4



For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 
Note – there are still some members that are truly following Christ, and they are 



called worthy

Q:  What is the specific promise to the overcomer?



Will be clothed in white garments



Not be erased from the book of life



Will have his name confessed by Jesus before the father and the angels

Prophetic Profile – Denominational church


Some are alive


Some have a name that they are alive but are very dead

Philadelphia
From phile = friendship and delphus = city so  City of friendship
Named after Philadelphus – “One who loves his brother”

Youngest of the cities

Area was known for wine production



Dionysys, the god of wine, was the principal deity

City had a large Jewish population who persecuted the church
Read Rev 3:6-13

Jesus identifies himself to this church as

 “He who:  
is holy




is true




has the key of David  




who opens and no one will shut




who shuts and no one opens

Q:  So, what does all this mean?   


Read Isaiah 22:20-25



King Hezekiah’s treasurer, Eliakim, carried a heavy key over his shoulder 




Indicated power to grant or deny audience with the king





Lots of Messianic terms and images here

Q:  What did they do well?



They kept His word and didn’t deny His name

Q:  What was their problem?



None -  there is no criticism for this church

Vs 10 – Promise of pre-tribulation rapture


Keep you “from”:  Greek = ek = “out of” – removal



We know that Gentile believers that come to faith during the Tribulation 



aren’t protected – they are killed.
Q:  What is the exhortation to them?


Vs 11 – Hold fast.  I am coming quickly (suddenly)
Prophetic Profile = Missionary Church
Laodicea

From lao = people and diceans = rulers   so  “Rule of/by the people”


        =  the Self-Satisfied church
Stood midway between Hierapolis (known for its hot springs) and the cold waters of Colossae


Fed by aquaduct from Hierapolis – water was lukewarm when it arrived

Lots of wealth passed through this city



City of merchants, bankers, and gold refiners

When destroyed by an earthquake in 62 A.D., it was rebuilt by the wealthy citizens without help from Rome
Read Rev 3:14-22

Jesus introduces Himself to this church as “the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God”

Q:  What is this church doing well?



Nothing – no commendation

Q:  What is the problem with this church?



They are materially rich and comfortable and, therefore, don’t see their need



Smyrna – poor but rich                 



Laodicea – rich but poor

Q:  What was most offensive to Jesus about them?



They were lukewarm  -  He wanted to vomit them out

Q:  What was their exhortation?



Come to Christ for real spiritual riches and “clothing”

Note – Jesus was OUTSIDE this church – knocking to GET IN  (vs 20)

Q:  What does that say?
Q:  What is the promise to the overcomer?


Rule with Him (Millennial Kingdom)

Prophetic Profile – Modern Church

So, to summarize:

Q:  What are the things that have been commended?



Faithfulness



Ministry



Pure doctrine



Love



Refusal to compromise

Q:  What are the things that have been criticized?



Loss of love as motive



False teachers in the church



Immorality



Deadness



Complacency

Remember – these letters are ultimately to individuals.

Every letter has a promise to “him who overcomes”



Q:  How do we become overcomers?



I Jn 5:4-5

For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world, and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith  Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the son of God.
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