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Feasts of the Lord

Spring

Let’s start with a question.

Q:  When did God put His redemptive plan into place?

Rev 13:8

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him (the antichrist), whose 

  names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 

  foundation of theworld.”

Eph 1:3-4

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

  with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He 

  chose is in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 

  and blameless before Him”

In Genesis 3, immediately after the fall of man, we see the promise of a Savior.

What we are going to see today is that God was revealing His redemptive plan in detailed pictures for thousands of years before Jesus died on the cross.  He filled all of the feasts with pictures that point us to Messiah – both His 1st and 2nd coming!!

There were 7 “Feasts” given by God to be observed during March/April and September/October.  

    Lev 23:1,2

“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to the sons of Israel and say to 

  them, the feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim, holy convocations  

  (miqra – rehearsal), even these are My appointed feasts (moed –

  appointments).

     Gen 1:14

“And God said, let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night and let them be for SIGNS (owth – signals) and for SEASONS (moed – appointments, signals, times).”


The word “feasts” is not accurate – Hebrew is “appointed times” or  

                  “festive gatherings” and also has the idea of a dress rehearsal.

So the sun, moon, and stars were created to drive God’s divinely set 

appointments with mankind!

How?  They drive the Jewish calendar that determines the 

Feast/appointment days.

     “These seven events were designed by God as “visualized theology”, highly 

       visible teaching tools to illustrate theological concepts and events.  God’s

       redemptive plan for the nation Israel taught in the feasts also constitutes the 

       paradigm for his salvation plan for all people.  Each of the physical activities 

       involved in the feasts reveals a corresponding facet of God’s salvation.   

       The purpose of the feasts was to predict and celebrate seven stages in God’s 

       redemptive program for Israel as a nation, from the exodus from Egypt to the 

       establishment of Messiah’s rule in Jerusalem.   The seven feasts are inter-

       related and thus form a progressive sequence in God’s dealing with his people

       Israel.  Each feast becomes an historical marker, with both historical 

       significance (marking a past event) and prophetic significance (predicting a 

       future event).  The first four have had this historical fulfillment:  Passover 

       (crucifixion), Unleavened Bread (buried 3 days), Firstfruits (resurrection), and 

       Pentecost (giving of the Holy Spirit 50 days later).   Since these seven feasts are 

       integrally related, the conclusion may be drawn that the last three feasts will

       also have a literal (historical) fulfillment.  Many believe that the gap between 

       the spring feasts (Four in 7 weeks time: March/April – ending with Pentecost 

       (giving of Holy Spirit)) and the fall feasts (3 in 15 days time) corresponds to 

      what we call the ‘church age’.”
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SO:  God prescribed these Feasts so that, for 1500 years, the Jewish people would be acting out the events of Christ’s first coming and for 3500 years and counting, the events of His second coming!!

The fascinating thing to me is that (and you will see this), the details that turn out to be so prophetic aren’t all spelled out in scripture – they came to be some other way!

Passover

Lev 23:5-6

“In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the Lord’s Passover.  Then on the fifteenth day of the same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.”

Q:  What did the feast of Passover commemorate?


Passover of the death angel in Egypt – Redemption and Exodus from 

                  Egypt

Represents:  Personal redemption by blood

Fulfillment:  Jesus’ death on the cross

The celebration of Passover centered around the lamb.  

One fascinating point about the lambs deals with Christ’s birth.

Luke 2:8-12

“In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, and keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  And the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you; you will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger”
Q:  Have you ever wondered why this would be a sign?

Micah 4:8 prophesied that Messiah would be announced at the Tower of the Flock (Migdal Eder).


This is a 2-story tower in the pasture outside Bethlehem.  Remains have been 


found. 


These shepherds were actually priests who assisted in the birth of the 

sacrificial lambs.  

-    While shepherds watched the flock from the top floor of the tower, 

      the shepherd-priests would bring pregnant sheep into the bottom 

      of the tower to give birth. 

· As soon as the lamb was born, it would be wrapped in strips of cloth from old priestly garments to keep it from getting blemished, and it would be placed into a manger to keep it from being trampled.

SO….The angels told the priests that, when they found the Messiah, he would look just like the newborn sacrificial lambs they cared for!!!

Ex 12:3-6

“Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each household.  Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb.  Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep of from the goats.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight.”

Each family had to sacrifice a lamb.  Once the lamb was chosen:

· The family kept in their home for 4 days

· Bonding with it helped them further appreciate the gravity of their sin as its life was taken for them

· May have represented 400 years of captivity in Egypt

· May have represented 4000 years since creation (Day with the Lord is as a 1000 years)

· During these 4 days, the lambs would be inspected for spot or blemish

· After Jesus healed Lazarus 6 days before Passover (Jn 12:1-2), the crowds ushered Him into the temple waiving palm branches and crying “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  At the very same time, the lambs were being brought into the temple to prepare for sacrifice.

· 4 days before Passover, Jesus returned to the temple and drove out the moneychangers.  From that time on, the religious leaders focused intently on Him to find some sin or weakness (they inspected the lamb)

-   Mk 12:13

“And they sent unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in his words”

-   Matt 26:59-60

 
“Now the chief priests and elders and all the council

  sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death 

  but found none”




-  Lk 23:13-15





“And Pilate, when he had called together the chief 

  priests and the rulers and the people, said unto them, 

  you have brought this man unto me as one that     

  perverts the people, and behold, I, having examined 

  him before you, have found no fault in this man”

The Passover lambs were bound with cords to the horns of the altar starting at the 3rd hour (9 am).  Jesus was bound to the cross at the 3rd hour.  

The lambs were sacrificed all day until 3 pm (the ninth hour), when the final Passover lamb was slain.  The priest would then say “it is finished”.   Jesus died exactly at 3 pm after saying “it is finished”

As part of the Passover celebration , the Jews would recite the Hallel, Psalm 113-118, during evening prayers on the first night.   


Ps 118: 14-16


“The Lord is my strength and song, and He is my salvation (Hebrew – 

 Yeshua).  The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; 

 the right hand of the Lord does might things.  The right hand of the Lord is 

 lifted up; the right hand of the Lord does mighty things”

Ps 118 21-23


“I will praise thee, for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation 

(Hebrew - Yeshua). The stone which the builders refused is become the head 

 stone of the corner.  This is the Lord’s doing;  it is marvelous in our eyes”

They were reciting these very things as Jesus was lifted up on the cross! 

It is estimated that 250,000 lambs were slain at the temple on Passover in Jesus time!  

· Imagine that amount of blood

· Some documents exist that indicate there were huge vats of water that would wash the blood from drains at the base of the altar.

· Drains emptied on the hillside outside the Temple, where it would run down to the Kidron Valley.

· Imagine the torrent of blood and water coming out of the temple on Passover!!

· That’s what led John to notice and record that blood and water flowed from Jesus side, showing that He was the Passover lamb.

On the day of Passover, each family would take its lamb to the temple to be sacrificed.


-     Each family would put their family name around the neck of the lamb to 

make sure they got their own lamb back for Passover dinner (sacrificed at the temple and then taken home to be cooked)

· Pilate’s inscription “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews” was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek (Jn 19:19) and placed on the cross.  When you take the first letter of each word in Hebrew, it spells “YHVH” – the name of God!

God put His name on His Lamb for His family!!


Also would explain why the Jews had such a fit about the inscription!!

· Ancient Hebrew was a picture language – each letter represented an 

Object/meaning, and letters were combined based on the meaning of the words.

Example:


Aleph (A) – Picture was an Ox     Meaning:    Strength, Head

      Bet (B)  -  Picture was a House     Meaning:    House, Family



Father – Abba = Strength of the House or Head of the House

  
Hey (H) – Man with hands lifted up & later a window      To Reveal



Love – Puts Hey (reveal) in middle of the AB for Father



             Lit:  The Father’s heart revealed

So, when we take the name for God, YHVH, 


Yood – Hand       

                        Hey – Reveal

                        Vav – Nail


       
So God’s name is literally:   The hand revealed, the nail revealed

There is also historical evidence that the lamb was roasted upright on a pomegranate pole with a crossbar through the shoulders!

· Pomegranate was symbol of royalty

· Pomegranate was a dry wood that would not boil

· To keep the entrails from boiling, they would be removed and tied 

around the lamb’s head (crown of thorns)

At the Passover Seder, they use an unleavened bread called matzah.  It is flat like a cracker, but is baked in such a way that it:

· Is pierced with tiny holes

· The holes form rows, which look like stripes

· It has dark brown spots on it like blood stains or bruises.

Since the temple no longer exists for sacrificing lambs, rabbis ruled that matzah could substitute for the lamb.

Matzah is placed in the matzah tosh bag – 3 compartments, 3 pieces

       Jews:            Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

       Christians:   Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

They actually take out the middle matzah, break it, and wrap half of the broken piece in a cloth.  It is then hidden for the children to find later.  The hidden piece is called the afikomen, which means “that which is coming”

Note about the Passover cups:

4 cups:  Blessing, Praise, Redemption, and the Cup of the Kingdom

When Jesus celebrated Passover at the last supper, they drank to the 3rd cup.

· Mt 26:28

“This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 

  forgiveness of sins”

Q:  Do you remember what He said about the 4th cup (Kingdom)?


Mt 26:29


“But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until 


  that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom”

Two reasons he didn’t drink”

1) Kingdom wasn’t yet established

2) Jewish wedding tradition

When a Jewish man would propose, he would offer a cup of wine.  If the prospective bride drank, she was accepting the proposal.

He would then tell her that he was going to his father’s house to prepare a place for her.

· Groom added on to the father’s house.  Didn’t build his own.

· The father would decide when the chamber was complete and tell his son to go get his bride

· Groom would take a host of people at midnight and go shouting and blowing the shofar to get his bride.

· The couple would spend 7 days together in the chamber.  At the end of the 7 days, they would have a wedding feast during which they would drink a cup of wine called the Cup of Consummation (Cup of the Kingdom)

This played out in the exact same way as Jesus celebrated His last Passover on earth.  He drank of the 3rd cup with them and then stopped, telling them that He was going to prepare a place for them…..

Feast of Unleavened Bread

The Feast of Unleavened Bread happens the day after Passover

Jn 6:35

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life;  he that comes to me will not  hunger and he that believes in me will never thirst”

Jesus was born in Bethlehem:  Lit – House of bread

Ex 12:15

Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, but on the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses; for whoever eats anything leavened from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel”.


Leaven = sin

Historical:  Separation from Egypt (Exodus)

This was the day (15th day of the 1st month) that the Egyptians buried their firstborn sons and the Israelites left Egypt (Num 33:3-4)

Some time before Passover, each Jewish family would go through a ritual to get the leaven out of their house.   To teach their children, they would make a game out of it.

· Mom would hide a little bit of leaven somewhere in the house

· Father would lead the children through the house with a candle.  

· He would be holding a wooden spoon, a feather, and a linen cloth

· When the kids found the leaven, the father would sweep the leaven onto the spoon with the feather, wrap it all in the linen cloth, tie it up with a scarlet ribbon, and take it outside the house to a communal bonfire.

· Leaven – sin

· Candle – God’s word that exposes our sin

· Feather – the Holy Spirit taking away our sin when we confess

· Wooden Spoon – the cross

· Linen Cloth and Scarlet Ribbon – Christ’s burial

· Fire – The destruction of our sin because of Christ’s atoning work

Q:    Jesus cleansed the temple on two different occasions.  Does anyone know when 

        that happened? 

Just before Passover – He was cleaning the leaven out of His Father’s house!

This is the origin of spring cleaning!

I Corinthians 5:7-8

“Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened.  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

God buried His Firstborn Son on the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Matzah broken, wrapped, and hidden).

Firstfruits

The Feast of Firstfruits happens on the 16th day of 1st month (Nisan) – Two days after Passover.

Its purpose was to give thanks to God for the barley harvest.

    The barley harvest is the first major harvest by the Jews.  As it has been set up by 

    God, the Feast of Firstfruits is tied to that harvest.   

Lev 23:9-11

“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘When you enter the land which I am going to give to you and reap its harvest, then you shall bring in the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest.  And he shall wave the sheaf before the lord for you to be accepted;  on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall waive it.” 

I Cor 15:20-23

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who are asleep.  For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each in his own order;  Christ the firstfruits, after that those who are Christ’s at his 

Jesus was resurrected on the Feast of Firstfruits.

Servants of the disciples of the Sanhedrin would go into the barley fields to judge the crops for harvest and decide which would be harvested for firstfruits (the sheaf taken for the wave offering).

At the same time the barley was being harvested and bound (usually with a     red cord), the Roman soldiers were binding Jesus to the cross.   

Do you recall that, when Mary recognized the resurrected Lord, he told her not to touch Him because He hadn’t yet ascended to the Father?


Q:  Ever think that was strange?

According to the Flavius Josephus, Jews couldn’t touch the barley crop before the day of firstfruits.  Once the barley sheaf was presented to God by the priest, the barley crop could be harvested for use. 

Until the firstfruit sheaf was harvested and presented in the temple, the rest  

of the crops were not deemed kosher (lawfully fit or acceptable).

We are only clean and useful because Christ has been offered on our behalf!!

Pentecost/Shavout/Feast of Weeks
Lev 23:15-16

“You shall also count for yourselves from the day after the sabbath, from the day when you brought in the sheaf of the wave offering; there shall be seven complete Sabbaths.  You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall present a new grain offering to the Lord”

This was called the Counting of the Omer 

· Wheat crop would be ripening during the 49 days of the count.

· By end of the count, the wheat crop was ready and the firstfruits of the wheat crop could be brought to the temple as an offering.

Pentecost (Pente = 50) happens 50 days after Firstfruits.

Lev 23:17

“You shall bring in from your dwelling places two loaves of bread for a wave offering, made of two-tenths of an ephah; they shall be of a fine flour, baked with leaven as first fruits to the Lord.”

Two leavened loaves:                  



Leavened – we are still in our sinful, fleshly bodies



Two Loaves – represent Jew and Gentile

Commemorations:


Passover – Passing over of the death angel


Unleavened Bread – Leaving Egypt (deliverance)


Firstfruits – Barley Harvest

Moses descended from Mt. Sinai with the Law on the first Pentecost.

They had been given freedom from bondage and slavery (Passover, Unleavened Bread), and now needed the law to guide them in living.


Believers:  Begins at Passover (Salvation in Jesus) and completed at 

                               Pentecost (Receiving of the Holy Spirit)

Midrash – collection of Jewish oral traditions and  history – says that when the law was given, “the children of Israel not only heard the Lord’s voice, but actually saw the sound waves as they emerged from His mouth.  They looked like a fiery substance that traveled to every person individually.  

Similar flames were seen above every believer as the Spirit was received on Pentecost.

Acts 2:1-3

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting, and there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.:

One notable exception:   The day the law was given (OT Pentecost), 3000 men died.  On the day the Spirit was given (NT Pentecost), 3000 were saved.

Summary

So, we’ve seen the tremendous foreshadowing of God’s redemptive plan that God 

embedded in the rituals surrounding the feasts.

We’ve seen how Jesus fulfilled all 4 of the spring feasts to the exact day and 

hour through his death, burial resurrection, and the giving of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
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