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Revelation 1

Recap:
A long time ago, God created angelic beings and endowed them with free will.

Satan was the highest, most magnificent of these beings and decided he should be God.  He led a rebellion and 1/3 of the angels followed him, establishing a rebel kingdom that would compete with God’s kingdom until this day.

Some time later God created human beings – to have someone to love that would love Him back, and to somehow play a part in the ultimate defeat of the rebel kingdom.

About 1800 years into human history, God chose Abraham (and his descendants) to be the human vehicle(s) through which redemption and restoration would come to the world.


They were supposed to be God’s billboards to the world to show the value of

 relationship with Him and to be His primary witnesses and evangelists to the 

 world.

This never worked well, however, because they were perpetually rebellions 


and unfaithful to God.

Around 500 BC, the prophet Daniel was shown that only 490 years remained for the Jewish people to complete their redemptive purpose and usher in the reign of Christ on the earth.  This clock would start when Persian king Cyrus issued his decree to rebuild Jerusalem.
Just as predicted, 483 years passed and Jesus was “cut off” (crucified).    Instead of being accepted as Messiah, He was rejected by the Jews.  
Surprisingly, at this point, the clock stopped.  God’s use of Israel as the primary tool to bring salvation and redemption to the world was put on hold and the gospel went to the Gentiles (God’s plan all along but a complete mystery to the Old Testament Jewish mind – they never saw it coming).  

We are living in the pause. 
The clock WILL restart.  The events of the final 7 years (Daniel’s 70th week) are chronicled in the book of Revelation.  

Read Rev 1:1-3

Q:  What is this book at the core?


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”


Revelation (Greek, apokalupsis – a revealing or unveiling)

· Has been called the 5th Gospel 

· Other 4 show Jesus as He was during His time on the earth

· Revelation shows Him as He currently IS and as He will be
· Also 2 other senses in which this is true

· It is the Revelation given by Him

· It is knowledge belonging to Him

Q:  Why was this revelation given (vs1)?


Because Jesus wants us to know what is coming – the end of the story!


“Soon” = rapidly once it starts (like a tachometer)


It is intricately tied to the Old Testament



Its 404 verses contain over 800 allusions from the Old Testament.


The fulfillment of all remaining OT prophecy


“The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed.



  The Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.”


Revelation shows us the climax of God’s plan for human beings

Jesus gave this revelation by an angel to the apostle John – the one who was at the foot of the cross, who wrote the gospel of John and the books of 1,2,3 John.  

It was written while in exile on the Roman penal island of Patmos around 95 AD.

Q:  What is the promise in vs 3?


Unique to this book – blessing 
Q:  Who is the promise to?


Those who read, hear and HEED (adjust our lives accordingly) 

Read Rev 1:4-8

The book was originally given to the 7 churches in Asia Minor

Administrative district of the Roman Empire – western Turkey

We don’t really know why these 7 churches were chosen.  


Not the most prominent or well-known

What is interesting is that the 7, in the order they are presented, lay out the condition of the church throughout history.  

If the order had been different, this would not be true.
Q:  What does the number 7 signify in the Bible?

Perfection, completion

Note:  The book of Revelation contains almost an endless number of sevens:


Some obvious:



7 churches



7 seals



7 lampstands



7 spirits


Some much more subtle:



7 beatitudes (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14)



7 “I Am’s” of Christ



7 new things



7 personages 
I think Chuck Missler says that well over a hundred have been identified.
Opening greeting – “Grace to you and peace”


Q:  How can we have peace with all this?



Source:  “From Him who IS and who WAS and who IS TO COME”




Even though the world may be exploding all around us and 

maybe even in our personal lives as Satan’s activity increases, 
God never changes!!




The same God who created the universe is still in control. 

Vs 4b - Seven spirits before His throne – interesting reference to the   
             Holy Spirit


Vs 5  -  Jesus is the faithful witness, firstborn (highest, preeminent)  from the dead,  

             RULER of the kings of the earth

Vs 5b -  “To Him who loves us and released us from or sins by His blood”


   Let that sink in.  It is SO easy to breeze right past that truth because, 
               “yeah,  Jesus loves me”



But He REALLY does!   

Dreams and Visions experiences – most report seeing and 

            feeling this love in His eyes/voice that is overwhelming.

Vs 6  - Not only are we free from the penalty of sin, but we’ve been made a kingdom 

of priests to the Father

Priests – Direct access to God.  No mediator required.


    Privilege of serving Him.

Read vs 7-8

This is the Second Coming – when Jesus physically returns to the earth to set up His 1000 year kingdom.



Every eye will witness this.



This is not the rapture.  That is a surprise event where believers are caught 



up to be WITH Him in the twinkling of an eye.



We will discuss the rapture in detail when we look at chapter 4.

Vs 8 – What a statement of power



Alpha and Omega – beginning and the end.

Ancient Hebrew was a picture language – each letter represented an 

object/meaning, and letters were combined based on the meaning of the

words.

Example:


Aleph (A) – Ox      Strength, Head

      Bet (B)  -  House    House, Family



Father – Abba = Strength of the House or Head of the House


Hey (H) – Man with hands lifted up & later a window      To Reveal



Love – Puts Hey (reveal) in middle of the AB for Father



             Lit:  The Father’s heart revealed

So, when we take the name for God, YHVH, 

Yood – Hand       

                        Hey – Reveal

                        Vav – Nail


       
Lit:  The hand revealed, the nail revealed

Looking at Rev 1:8 in light of this:



Alpha = aleph (ox head) = strength, sacrifice  





   Turned upside down became modern A



Omega = tav (in the most ancient form – a cross) 



    Means a sign or covenant


Who is, who was, and who is to come (repeats vs 4)



THE Almighty!!

We’ve gotten the summary statement.  Now let’s read the details.

Read Rev 1:9-17a

So, John is imprisoned on the island of Patmos because of his ministry and witness.

Vs 10 -  He is “in the spirit”


“Lord’s day” =  Literally, the Day of the Lord 



Q:  What is the Day of the Lord?

The time repeatedly mentioned in the OT as the time of God’s ultimate judgment on Israel and the world. 


John was transported ahead in time to the day of judgment.  


He hears a voice like a trumpet commanding him to write what he is about to 



see and send it to the seven churches listed.
Q:  What does John see when he turns around?



Seven golden lampstands and a person standing in the middle



Lampstands 




Not candlesticks




Lightbearers

Q:  Who is the person standing in the middle of the lampstands?



Jesus



Head and hair:  white like wool or snow     



Dan 7:9




I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took 




His seat;  His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head 




like pure wool.


Eyes:  like a flame of fire




Heb 4:13




And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are




open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 




I Cor 3:13



Each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it 




because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the 




quality of each man’s work.




Feet: like burnished bronze



Literally like a white, polished brass




This likely ties back to the fiery (brass) serpent Moses was instructed 




to make and lift up in the wilderness to save the people from serpent 




bites   (Numbers 21:6-9)




John 3:14-16


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 



Son of Man be lifted up, so that whoever believes will in Him have 



eternal life.  



In His right hand were 7 stars (to be defined shortly)


Out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword




Heb 4:12




For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-




edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of 




both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions 




of the heart. 



Face:   shone like the sun



Matt 17:1-2




Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his 




brother, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves.  And He 




was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun and His 


garments became as white as light.


Q:  Is this just how Jesus WILL BE?




This is how He IS now



Q:  What was John’s reaction?




Fell at his feet like a dead man – collapsed




Note:  This is the same John who sat with his head on Jesus’ 

                                    breast at the last supper – who was probably Jesus’ 





closest friend on earth



Q:  What does John’s reaction say to us?



Q:  Why don’t we see Him this way??


Q:   What would be different if we did?

Note what Jesus says to him.

Read Rev 1:17b-18

“Don’t be afraid”

Q:  Why shouldn’t John be afraid?



I am




First and last




Was dead – now Alive forevermore





“I have the keys of death and Hades”

Read Rev 1: 19-20

Vs 19 gives us the outline for the book.



What he has seen (chapter 1)



Things that are (chapters 2-3:  Letters to the churches – church age)



Things that will take place afterward (chapters 4-21)

Vs 20 – explanation of the previous symbols


The 7 stars (held in His hand, vs 16) = 7 angels (pastors)


The 7 lampstands – the 7 churches


Q:  What does it mean to you that Jesus is standing in the middle of 


       the 7 churches?



     He’s here – he’s with us

Hebrew Word Pictures – Additional Examples

Aleph (A) – Ox          Strength

Mem (M) – Water     Water



Mother – Em =  The Strong Water or Lifegiver
Sheen (S) – Teeth     To consume or destroy

Tet (T) – Snake        Snake, surround

Noon (N) – Fish       Activity, Life



Satan – Sa-tan = The snake that devours life or





     The teeth that surround life

Chet – Fence

Tet  -  Snake, surround

Aleph – Ox/strong



Sin  - cha-ta  = The fence that surrounds strongly or




  The fence of the snake’s strength

Shoov – Return   
Tav – Cross        Sign, Covenant 

Rest – shavat  =  Return to the covenant




    Return to the cross

                                                           Taken from the book Hebrew Word Pictures by Frank T. Seekins.
