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God’s Redemptive Timeline 

We’re going to be studying the book of Revelation for the next several weeks.
Q:  What do you think of when you think of Revelation?

The book of Revelation is largely prophetic.

Q:  Why is prophecy important?


It authenticates God’s word (like miracles authenticated Christ’s message)

It allows us to prepare our hearts and lives for what’s coming.

It equips believers to interpret the times we live in for those who are asking.


If you haven’t noticed lately, there’s a lot of pretty crazy stuff going on in the 


world right now, and people are uneasy.  Believe it or not, much of it is 


straight out of the pages of prophetic scripture and shouldn’t be a surprise if 


we really believe God’s word is true.  
Consider these facts:

· 21.5% of the New Testament is prophecy

· 27% of the whole Bible is prophecy 

-     Scholars say there are approximately 2500 prophecies in the Bible.


      Roughly 2000 of these have already been fulfilled literally, to the letter.

· Of the 333 prophecies concerning Christ, only 109 were fulfilled by His first coming, leaving 224 yet to be fulfilled in the Second Coming.

· There are over 300 references to the Lord’s coming in the 260 chapters of the New Testament – one out of every 30 verses.
· 23 of the 27 New Testament books mention the Lord’s coming.
· Jesus referred to His second coming 21 times.
· There are 1527 Old Testament passages that refer to the Second Coming.
· For every time the Bible mentions the first coming, the Second Coming is mentioned 8 times.

· People are exhorted to be ready for the return of Jesus Christ over 50 times!

Isaiah 46:9-10

For I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is no one like Me.

Declaring the end from the beginning,
And from ancient times things which have not been done,
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established,
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’

Q:  What does this tell us about Biblical prophecy?


He has told us the end and it WILL happen.

The book of Revelation is the end of the story.


You can’t understand the end of the story unless you understand the 


beginning of the story.
In order to make sense of prophecy, we need to start with an overview of God’s timeline for human history.

Q:  Why did God create humans in the first place?  Why did He start this story?


Colossians 1:16


     All things were created by Him and for Him.

Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, SO THAT in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

God created us to have someone to give His love to who would respond to that love with love.


In order for that to work, He had to give us CHOICE.



Forced love means nothing to us.


We all know how that choice turned out.  



Man rebelled and brought brokenness into his life and world. 
Q:  When did God put His redemptive plan into place?

Revelation 13:8

    “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 

      written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the

      world.”

Ephesians 1:3-4

    “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed   

      us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as 

      He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be

      holy and blameless before Him”

In fact, in Genesis 3:15, immediately after the fall of man, we see the promise of a Savior.

After the fall of man, sin spread throughout the world and grew increasingly vile.


Genesis 6:5-6


    Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and 

that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 

Ultimately, God destroyed the world in the Flood (2350 BC).

Abraham was born about 200 years later.

 It was to Abraham that God gave the covenant that has defined the rest of 

 human history. 

Genesis 12:1-3

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives and from your father’s house,
To the land which I will show you;
And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you,
And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;
And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  

So, God promised Abraham:


       -  Land 
       -  Seed: Israelites, Jesus, and Believers in Christ (salvation through Him)

      -   Blessing to the world (ultimate reversal of the destruction wrought by
                       Satan)

God ratified this covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15.  

He had Abraham sacrifice animals, cut them in half, and lay the pieces opposite each other (the way covenants were ratified).


Abraham fell into a deep sleep and God passed between the parts alone 


(Genesis 15:17)

      -  Indicates a unilateral covenant that did not depend on Abraham.

This covenant was reaffirmed to Abraham in Genesis 17:1-8.
God, in His sovereignty, chose the Jewish people (Abraham’s descendants) as the means through which He would reveal Himself to the world, bring redemption, and ultimately reverse the curse.

He has promised to:

Give them the land as an eternal possession

Establish the throne of David in Jerusalem forever. 

Terry Hulbert (CIU professor) taught that this covenant is God’s line in the sand with Satan.  


After the rebellion of Satan, God set his plan in motion to ultimately defeat 

the rebel kingdom.  

He created earth and man (who had to choose between the kingdoms).

In order to demonstrate His ultimate authority, God set “standards of 

performance” for Himself.  This is the Abrahamic covenant.



This is how God has said He will prove Who He is.




In this promise, He has declared the end of the story. 


Therefore, Satan has done and is doing everything in his power to destroy 

the Jewish people and prevent God from fulfilling the covenant so God will 

be made a liar.  

Q: What all does this explain?


The otherwise inexplicable hatred of the Jews and attempt to destroy them

throughout history (including today). 

Q:  So, if God gave Israel the land as an eternal possession, why have they spent 

      2000 years OFF of the land?


Their ownership of the land is eternal.


Their use of it was conditional.  

This is spelled out in Deuteronomy 27-30, The Palestinian Covenant.
Obedience would bring blessings.  Disobedience would bring punishment.

If they weren’t faithful to God, they would experience extreme suffering, and  would ultimately be removed from the land.

Israel entered the Promised Land in 1400 BC 
    



Pretty much fell away from God within 10 years


Rebellion flowed through period of the judges and the monarchy.



            God sent prophet after prophet to remind them of the 




covenant agreement and warn them of coming judgment .
After centuries of God’s patience their chance to repent closed.



Fall of N. Kingdom to Assyria (722 BC)



Fall of S. Kingdom to Babylon (586 BC)





Jeremiah wrote (Before/During/After)





Ezekiel and Daniel also ministered and wrote here

While in exile in Babylon and then Persia, the prophet Daniel was shown the kingdoms that would be in power over Israel from his day (500’s BC) until the end of earthly human history as we know it.

       Kingdom 1:  Babylon           


            2:  Persia



3:  Greece



4:  Rome (past and future revived empire)



5:  Eternal kingdom

Daniel 2  (Nebuchadnezzar’ statue)  -  Focus on 1st, 4th, and eternal kingdom

Daniel 7  (Daniel’s 4 beasts) – Focus on 4th and eternal kingdom

Daniel 8   (Ram and Goat) – Focus on 2nd and 3rd kingdoms

*So specific that skeptics said it was written later (but was translated

  into Greek around 400 BC  -  Septuagint)
After the fall to Babylon, some of the Jews returned 70 years later to rebuild the temple.

Led by Ezra and Nehemiah

Completed in 516 BC

Nothing much changed in their obedience to God, however, and about 100 years 

later (400 BC), the Old Testament falls silent.  

Remember:  these are not lost or dark years to scripture, however, because 

Daniel detailed them.

The next time we hear from God is when the angel appears to Zacharias to announce the birth of John the Baptist. 

Jesus is:

 Born

 Rejected as Messiah by the Jewish leaders

 Crucified in 33 AD.  

Jerusalem is destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and the Jews are scattered throughout the whole earth 
as promised in the Deuteronomy 28.

      Deuteronomy 28:64


   Moreover, the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end

   of the earth to the other end of the earth;  and there you shall serve 

   other gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers have not 

   known.  Among those nations you shall find no rest, and there will 

   be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there the Lord will

   give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul.  So 

   your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you will be in dread 

               night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life”


   (likely a reference to the holocaust).

Deuteronomy 28 also contains incredibly detailed prophetic descriptions of the horrific conditions that would exist in Jerusalem during the falls to Assyria and Babylon AS WELL AS the Siege of Jerusalem by the Romans (700, 900, and 1500 years later) – details confirmed by Josephus.
The question is, what became of God’s plan for Israel (and the world) after they rejected Jesus as Messiah? 

To look at what happens next, we now have to shift our focus from history to prophecy.  

Our Approach to Prophecy 

Take it literally unless:

· It is clearly symbolic or figurative

· The writer or speaker tells you it is figurative

· The literal interpretation clearly contradicts revealed truth

(ex:  “the four corners of the earth”)

        “When the plain sense makes common sense, seek no other sense or 

          you’ll end up with nonsense”

There were over 100 prophecies about Jesus’ first coming that were fulfilled literally.  They include:


From the seed of a woman (Genesis 3:15)


From the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10)


Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)


Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)


The sacrifice for our sins (Isaiah 53)


Side pierced at the cross (Zechariah 12:10)


Raised from the dead (Psalm 2:16)

Since God gave literal information about the first coming to the Old Testament prophets, we can assume that He has done the same with prophecies about the second coming.

Q:  So, what do we know about events yet to come for the world?

We get a tremendous amount of information from the prophet Daniel. 

The Man:  Daniel

    -   Part of the royal court of Judah.

    -   Man of integrity and wisdom.

    -   Lived in Jerusalem until Babylon invaded and took him and other choice 

        young men back to Babylon in 605 BC

    -   Ministered until ~536 BC.  Book likely written ~535-525 BC.

Read Daniel 9:20-27

So Daniel is told that there are 70 weeks remaining for Israel in which God will:

· Finish the transgression and make an end of sin (Stop their rebellion

                  and finally submit to God)

· Make an atonement for their sin

· Bring in everlasting righteousness (Millennial Kingdom)

· Seal up the vision and prophecy (Complete its fulfillment)

· Annoint the Most Holy (Accept the Messiah as their ruler)

These “weeks” are actually weeks of years instead of days, so 1 week is 7 years.

God tells Daniel that there are 490 (360 day) years remaining for Israel to take us to the end of history as we know it.

Q:  Obviously we are about 2500 years past Daniel’s prophecy, so did God make a 

       mistake?

The 70 weeks are broken into 3 groups:  7, 62, and 1  (In years:  49, 434, 7)

7 weeks:     Decree to rebuild Jerusalem (Cyrus – prophecied by name in Isaiah 44:28 in 700 BC) until completion in time of Ezra and 



       Nehemiah was 49 years
+    62 weeks:   Triumphal entry into Jerusalem/rejection by Jewish leaders
Q:  So, where is the last week?

1 week:   Still waiting to happen  (The is what Revelation details)
Q:  Why the gap?  

Rom 11:1a, 2a 11-15, 25-27

I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?  May it 


  never be!  God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 

  I say then, they did not stumble   so as to fall, did they? May it never   

  be!  But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to    

  make them jealous.  Now if their transgression is riches for the 

  world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much 

  more will their fulfillment be!  For if their rejection is the  

  reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from 

  the dead?   For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this    

  mystery – so that you will not be wise in your own estimation – that a  

  partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 

  Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved.
Q:  So, what does this say about Israel vs. the church?


They are completely separate – “Replacement Theology” is a lie
God pressed the pause button in His dealings with Israel so that Gentiles could be brought into His kingdom.  We are currently living in this pause – the church age.

When the “fullness of the Gentiles has come in”, God will remove the church from the world in the rapture and the focus of God’s redemptive program will once again shift to Israel. 

Q:  So, what starts this final 7 years, according to the revelation given to Daniel?


The Antichrist makes a covenant with Israel  (Dan 9:27)



This is likely a peace agreement or agreement for protection.


 
         Rev 6:2


  

“I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it 

                                      had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out 

  conquering and to conquer”

· White horse symbolizes peace

· Bow with no arrows – peaceful conqueror

Q:  So, if we take this passage literally (as we should), what primary piece needs to 

be in place for this 7 years to begin?

   -   Israel must exist as a nation again   

Remember, Israel was judged and removed from the land, but the OT is filled with future promises for the nation of Israel.

God would restore Israel

Amos 9:14-15
I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” says the Lord your God.

Jeremiah 16:14-15
“However, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when men will no longer say,  ‘As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,’ but they will say,  ‘As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.’ For I will restore them to the land I gave their forefathers.

The people would return to their own land

Ezekiel 34:12-13

As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather the from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land
Israel would be reborn in one day

Isaiah 66:7-8
“Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains come upon her, she delivers a son. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children.” 

God would watch over the people of Israel

Jeremiah 31:10
“Hear the word of the Lord, O nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands:  ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’

The fortunes of the people of Israel would be restored

Deuteronomy 30:3-5
Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the Lord your God will gather you and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers.

Ezekiel 28:25-26

Thus says the Lord God, ‘When I gather the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scattered, and will manifest My holiness in them in the sight of the nations, then they will live in their land which I gave to my servant Jacob.  They will live in it securely, and they will build houses, plant vineyards and live securely when I execute judgments upon all who scorn them round about them.  Then they will know that I am the Lord their God

Ezekiel 37:1-14 also contains a prophetic vision to this end – a valley of dry bones that comes to life.  

The divided kingdom would be made whole again

Ezekiel 37:21-13

Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations and no longer be divided into two kingdoms.  They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwellings places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them.  And they will be My people, and I will be their God.” 

Q:  So, where do we stand in regard to these OT prophecies I’ve read to you??


They are being fulfilled in our lifetimes!

         -
Israel became a nation IN ONE DAY on May 14, 1948.


         -
Jerusalem was recaptured on June 7, 1967, bring the Holy City under



Israel’s control for the first time in 2000 years!!!

Population

Ezekiel 36:10

I will greatly increase the population of Israel, and the ruined cities will be rebuilt and filled with people


1948 – Population was 806,000


2014 -  Population of 8.2 million, 75% of which are Jews


2013 – For first time, more Jews lived in Israel than America, making it the 


            world’s largest Jewish population – Population growth due to 

returning members of the Diaspora. 

Produce

Ezekiel 36:30

I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations.

Isaiah 27:6

In the days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, and they will fill the whole world with fruit.

1948 – Desolate wasteland of deserts and malaria-filled swamps

2012 - Food/produce exports of 2.4 billion 

Article:  Turning sand into land. Desert farms in Israel grow lush 

                            crops from sand and salty water 






               Christian Science Monitor, May 19, 1987

Much of their food – from 40% to 90%, depending on the crops, are produced in desert regions.


Total exports:

1948 – 6 million in exports of goods and services

2013 – 95 billion  (16,000% increase)

Language

Prior to their return to the land, the Hebrew language was dead (for 1700 years) and Jews spoke an impure version called Yiddish.  

-  Has now been revived

-   Spoken by 9 million people worldwide 

Zephaniah 3:8-10 KJV - "For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD

Q:  So, what do we make of the fact that all of this is happening before our eyes, in  

      our lifetimes??

From time David recaptured Jerusalem to the building of the temple

was 1 generation.   Orthodox Jews expect the same thing now.


1948 – Shofar blown, signifying what chief rabbis stated:



“The age of redemption” had begun

King David prophesied:

Ps 102:16 - “When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in 

           his Glory”


Temple Institute work

Templeinstitute.org

Old Testament Timeline

  BC_                      


                                                               BOOK_

4000:    Creation







Genesis

2350:    Flood

2166 :   Abraham Born








  Partiarchal Period – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph

1870:    Joseph moves his family to Egypt.  

 They grow to large numbers and are eventually enslaved.















1440:    Moses leads the Exodus/Wilderness Wandering


Exodus                                                                                       

                                                                                                                        Leviticus











Numbers











Deuteronomy

1400:    Conquest of the Promised Land




Joshua

1390:    Period of the Judges





Judges

              Samuel last Judge – Annointed Saul




Ruth
1050:    Monarchy Begins






1,2 Samuel


       Saul, David, Solomon





1 Kings
931:      Divided Kingdom – Judah (South) and Israel (North)

2 Kings


1,2 Chronicles

722:
 Northern Kingdom of Israel falls to Assyria


       Isaiah











      Jeremiah
586:      Southern Kingdom of Judah falls to Babylon


      Ezekiel











      Daniel


536:      1st  Return to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel/Jeshuau

Ezra


       50,000 people - Rebuild Temple




Esther

                 








   Between 

516:      Temple Completed               




   Ezra 6 and 7


       Ministry of Haggai/Zechariah prompts completion

457:        2nd Return under Ezra  

                    Refurbish Temple    

                    2000 people  
445:       3rd Return under Nehemiah




Nehemiah

        Rebuild Walls

400:       Old Testament Falls Silent





Malachi   
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