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Ezekiel 36-39


Today, we continue our study of Ezekiel. 

The Man:  Ezekiel

Lived in Jerusalem until Babylon invaded and deported him and fellow

 countrymen to Babylon in 597 BC.  His wife died in exile.

Ezekiel ministered to Jews in Babylon and Jerusalem (through letters).   

Today’s passage is highly prophetic and incredibly relevant for our times!!

Q:   How many of you would say that you are pretty knowledgeable about end-times 

       prophecy and think about it often?

Q: For those who couldn’t say ‘yes’, why not?

Consider these facts:

· 21.5% of the New Testament is prophecy

· 27% of the whole Bible is prophecy 

· Of the 333 prophecies concerning Christ, only 109 were fulfilled by His first coming, leaving 224 yet to be fulfilled in the Second Coming.

· There are over 300 references to the Lord’s coming in 260 chapters of the New Testament – one out of every 30 verses.

· 23 of the 27 New Testament books mention the Lord’s coming

· Jesus referred to His second coming 21 times

· There are 1527 Old Testament passages that refer to the Second Coming

· For every time the Bible mentions the first coming, the Second Coming is mentioned 8 times.

· People are exhorted to be ready for the return of Jesus Christ over 50 times!

I Thes 5:1-5

Now as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  While they are saying “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief.”


Q:  What does this say about signs of the times?

II Tim 4:7

In the future, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved (eagerly look forward to/ set their affections on) His appearing”


Some of our eternal rewards depend on our anticipation!!!

   Luke 12:37-41


   “Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he comes shall find 

                watching;  truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have 

                them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them’


Jesus greatly rewards those who are actively watching for His return!!

So, what does this have to do with our passage today??


The focus is on Israel, and what is coming for them in the end times.

Q:  So, putting all these facts and verses together, what should we conclude about 

      our proficiency in end-times prophecy and events??

Israel History

Israel technically began in Gen 12 when God made His covenant with Abraham.


Read Gen 12:1-3


Promised him a land, a seed, and a blessing

1400 BC – Israel finally entered the land

Deuteronomic covenant:  Possession of the land is eternal, occupation of the land was conditional.

722/586 BC – Israel conquered and removed from the land.

536 – 1st return under Zerubbabel/Jeshuau

** Ezekiel is writing during this time **

516 – Temple Completed

33 AD – Jews reject Jesus as their Messiah

70 AD – Jerusalem destroyed by Romans – Jews scattered throughout the world

Q:  So, is God finished with Israel?  Has His focus/redemptive plan now completely

       shifted to the church (as Replacement Theology holds)?

Read Daniel 9:24-27


This is considered the backbone of end-times prophecy.


        The most precise, amazing prophecy in all of scripture!

· 70 weeks of years (490 360-day years)

· Solely about Israel (your people – Dan 9:24)

· Clock started ticking when the Persian king Artaxerxes issued the decree to rebuild Jerusalem (March 5, 444BC)

· Jesus died on the cross on March 30, AD 33 – Exactly 483 years (7 x 69) or 173,880 days later.

· Daniel’s 70th week (7 year tribulation period) is yet to be fulfilled

Hitchcock The End, p 67

Q:  Why the gap?

       Rom 11:1-2a, 11-15, 25-27


“I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?  May it 

  never be!  For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of 

  Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected His 

  people whom He foreknew.  I say then, they did not stumble 

  so as to fall, did they? May it never be!  But by their 

  transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make 

  them jealous.  Now if their transgression is riches for the 

  world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much 

  more will their fulfillment be!  But I am speaking to you who

  are Gentiles.  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of the 

  Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if somehow I might move to 

  jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them.  For if 

  their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will 

  their acceptance be but life from the dead?  For I do not want 

  you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery – so that you

  will not be wise in your own estimation – that a partial 

  hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 

  Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it

   is written, The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove 

   ungodliness from Jacob.  This is My covenant with them, when 

  I take away their sins”

So, with this in mind, let’s look at Ezekiel.  

Remember, Israel has been judged and removed from the land, but the OT is filled with future promises for the nation of Israel.

God would restore Israel

Amos 9:14-15
I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” says the Lord your God.

Jeremiah 16:14-15
“However, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when men will no longer say,  ‘As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,’ but they will say,  ‘As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.’ For I will restore them to the land I gave their forefathers.

The people would return to their own land

Ezek 34:12-13

As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather the from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land
Israel would be reborn in one day

Isaiah 66:7-8
“Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains come upon her, she delivers a son. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children.” 

God would watch over the people of Israel

Jeremiah 31:10
“Hear the word of the Lord, O nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands:  ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’

The fortunes of the people of Israel would be restored

Deuteronomy 30:3-5
Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the Lord your God will gather you and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers.

Ezek 28:25-26

Thus says the Lord God, ‘When I gather the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scattered, and will manifest My holiness in them in the sight of the nations, then they will live in their land which I gave to my servant Jacob.  They will live in it securely, and they will build houses, plant vineyards and live securely when I execute judgments upon all who scorn them round about them.  Then they will know that I am the Lord their God.”

Our passage today, Ezekiel 37, contains a prophetic vision to this end.


Read Ezek 37:1-14

Q:  What is being pictured and prophesied here?

The next verses describe the reunion of the northern and southern kingdoms into one.

Ezek 37:21-13

Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations and no longer be divided into two kingdoms.  They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwellings places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them.  And they will be My people, and I will be their God.” 

Q:  So, where do we stand in regard to these OT prophecies I’ve read to you??


Being fulfilled in our lifetimes!!!


         -
Israel became a nation IN ONE DAY on May 14, 1948.


         -
Jerusalem was recaptured on June 7, 1967, bring the Holy City under



Israel’s control for the first time in 2000 years!!!

Population

Ezek 36:10

I will greatly increase the population of Israel, and the ruined cities will be rebuilt and filled with people


1948 – Population was 806,000


2014 -  Population of 8.2 million, 75% of which are Jews


2013 – For first time, more Jews lived in Israel than America, making it the 


            world’s largest Jewish poplulation – Population growth due to 

returning members of the diaspora 

Produce

Ezek 36:30

I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations.

Is 27:6

In the days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, and they will fill the whole world with fruit.

1948 – Desolate wasteland of deserts and malaria-filled swamps

2012 - Food/produce exports of 2.4 billion 

Article Title:  Turning sand into land. Desert farms in Israel grow lush 

crops from sand and salty water 

Much of their food – from 40% to 90%, depending on the crops, are produced in desert regions.


Total exports:

948 – 6 million in exports of goods and services

2013 – 95 billion  (16,000% increase)


Q:  So, what do you make of these facts?

Language

Prior to their return to the land, the Hebrew language was dead (for 1700 years) and Jews spoke an impure version called Yiddish.  It has now been revived.  

Zephaniah 3:8-10 KJV - "For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD

Q:  So, what do we make of the fact that all of this is happening before our eyes, in  

      our lifetimes??


From time David recaptured Jerusalem to the building of the temple


was 1 generation.   Orthodox Jews expect the same thing now.



1948 – Shofar blown, signifying what chief rabbis stated:




“The age of redemption” had begun



Temple Institute work (Show book)


King David prophesied, 

Ps 102:16 - “When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in 

           his Glory”


Matt 24 – The generation that witnesses the rebirth of Israel will be 




      be the generation that witnesses Christ’s return

Prophecy of Gog and Magog

Read Ezek 38:1-16

Q:  So, when will these events take place?


Vs 8 - When Israel has been restored to the land and is prospering


Not clear whether before or after Rapture – some think Armageddon

Q:  Who are the invaders?

Gog – Generally understood to be a title (like Pharoah) instead of a specific name.  


He will be a man who rises up to lead this coalition against Israel.  



	ANCIENT NATIONS


	MODERN NATIONS

	Magog, Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal
	Russia and former Soviet Republics

	Persia
	Iran

	Cush
	Sudan, Ethiopia, and possibly Eritrea

	Put
	Libya, Algeria, and Tunisia

	Gomer
	Turkey and possibly Germany and Austria

	Beth-togarmah
	Turkey, Armenia, and Turkic-speaking peoples of Asian Minor and central Asia


Q:  What can you say about these nations in terms of current events?


Russia – Rise of a Czar (Epicenter, p 97) 



    Putin is very Gog-like whether he is the actual person or not

Rosenberg (Epicenter, P 134):  


“Based on Ezekiel’s intelligence, we should expect Russian influence 

  throughout the Islamic world to increase dramatically as the time of the 

  War of Gog and Magog approaches.  And that is precisely what is 

  happening.”


2000 – Putin welcomed Yassar Arafat to Moscow and expressed strong 

                        interest in “peace talks”


2001 – Iranian president to Moscow to discuss increasing nuclear 

cooperation and trade

         -  Ethiopian prime minister to Moscow – Signed treaty for Russia to sell 

             arms in exchange for trade deals and petroleum development 

             opportunities

2003 -   Putin welcomed Saudi crown prince (1st visit since 1932).  Signed 

 trade deals and discussed future arms deals.

 Putin said: “We view the Arab and Islamic world through the greater 

 part of modern history in their being our closest partners and 

 associates” 


        -    Putin traveled to Malaysia to address Organization of the Islamic 

             Conference and ask the OIC to accept Russian as an member since  

             about 1 in 7 Russians are Muslim.  Russia was accepted with 

  observer status.

2004 -  Putin visited Tehran to strengthen ties

-  Putin visited Turkey:  First Russian leader to EVER visit modern 

   Turkey, a long-time regional rival.  Issued statement that they were


 moving toward “cooperation and the flourishing it will bring with it”


2005  -  Putin sent Russian troops to Sudan. Had been arming radical 

 Islamists there for years.

          -  Putin visited Egypt – 1st president in 40 years to do so

          -  Putin visited Israel and Palestinian Authority and pledged to sell 

              them new arms

Q: Ezekiel says they will invade to capture spoil.  What spoil would Israel have that 

     they would want?


Natural gas, oil – Massive new natural gas discoveries.  Evidence that they 

may have colossal oil reserves. (Google Israel Oil Fines/Reserves)


  Gas reserves found by Christian from Texas who read promises of 

              Oil in scripture, took the specified locations literally, and found them 

  where the Bible said they would be (Epicenter, p 61)

2013 – One Israeli well estimated to hold 3.5 billion barrels

2013 Headline:   

               Natural Gas May Have Profound Impact on Israel’s Geopolitics

· Massive reserves allow energy independence and 

       turn them into exporter

Q:   Ezekiel is clear that NO NATION comes to Israel’s defense – God and God 

       alone delivers them from this attack.   What to we see in our own country today 

       to support this?

Q:   So, what do we do with all this information?

David Reagan – Prophecy expert


Recently assembled 22 leading prophecy experts.



Asked “Are we in season of the Lord’s return” – all said yes



Asked what one sign more than others made them say yes



Expected them to say Israel’s rebirth



Instead, the majority said THE CONVERGENCE

Today ALL of the pieces are moving rapidly!


The end-time descriptions given to us by Daniel, Ezekiel, Jesus, Paul, Peter – 


Every one of them is taking form right before our eyes!!!

Q:  How then should we be living?
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