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Daniel 8-9

Today, we conclude our study of Daniel.

The Man:  Daniel

Part of the royal court of Judah.

Man of integrity and wisdom.

Ministered until ~536 BC.  Book likely written ~535-525 BC.

The fall of the Southern Kingdom to Babylon took place through a series of 3 attacks and deportations.  Daniel was taken in the first deportation (605 BC)

The Book

Divided into 2 parts.


Ch 1-6 :  Stories of Daniel and his 3 friends


Ch 7-12 :  Deal with future events for Israel (prophecy)

Q:  What’s the purpose of biblical prophecy?

· To tell us future events (warning, encouragement)

· To authenticate God’s word

Isaiah 46:9-10

For I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is no one like Me.

Declaring the end from the beginning,
And from ancient times things which have not been done,
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established,
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’

There were two types of prophets.

1) Forthtellers – Majority.  Speak God’s word (truth) to the issues of  their 

    own time.  When they did predict, it was for the purpose of 

    changing behavior. 

2) Foretellers – Looked to the future with an eye on the present.  Speak 

     future events, exhort people to live holy lives in preparation

Daniel was a special breed of prophet.  


Jesus himself called Daniel a prophet in Matthew 24 and referred to Daniel’s 

prophecy of the antichrist

Three times, Daniel was told by angelic messengers that he was “greatly 

beloved”



“Daniel stands alone among all the great servants of God with this

 specific threefold kind of endorsement”








Rosenthaal

God used Daniel to reveal the progression of world empires that would emerge to rule over Israel, including those in existence at the Second Coming of Christ.

Read Dan 8:1-8

He also revealed very significant information about the last days of human history before Christ returns to establish His millennial kingdom.

Daniel 8 is a difficult passage for interpreters.

· Daniel himself didn’t understand the vision, even after Gabriel interpreted it for him.

· The vision left him exhausted and physically ill.

Basically, Daniel is transported to the future capital of the Persian empire

· He is shown the 2 kingdoms that will follow the Babylonian empire

· Persia

· Greece 

He sees a ram butting in every direction and nothing could stand against its power (Persian empire)


Its 2 horns represent the kings of Media and Persia

Next, a goat appears that destroys the ram.  

· Has a “conspicuous horn” between his eyes (Alexander the Great)

· Goat magnified himself exceedingly, but as soon as he was mighty, the horn was broken and 4 other horns sprung up in the 4 directions of the wind

· Alexander died at 32 years old, 13 years into his conquests

· Succumbed to a fever after 10 days

· Empire was divided to 4 kings

       More details are given in Daniel 11:1-4

Eventually, a little horn grows out of one of the other horns.  

Read Daniel 8:9-14

Q:  What does this passage remind you of?

The little horn of Daniel 7 that grew from the 4th beast (Roman Empire of the end times)

This can’t be the same horn, though. 


This horn is from the 3rd kingdom and the chapter 7 horn is from the 4th 

There are other differences also

Read Daniel 8:21-27

Most scholars would say that, historically, this horn is Antiochus Epiphanes.

· Ascended to throne of Greco-Syria in 175 BC

· Came to power as a weak leader, but became very strong

· Added ‘Ephiphanes” to his name, which means “God Manifest”

· Jews called him “Epimames”, which means “The Madman”


· Strategy was to use hellenization for control – make conquered peoples so Greek in culture that they were thoroughly controllable

· A large number of secular Jews entered into a covenant with him in which they submitted to Gentile customs

· Removed marks of circumcision

· Abandoned the holy covenant

· Pious Jews resisted him 

· He slaughtered thousands

· Set up a statue of Zeus in the temple

· Sacrificed pigs on the altar

· God used Antiochus Ephiphanes (didn’t grow strong on his own) to 

punish the Jews for their unfaithfulness to him

If there is a ring of familiarity to these facts, it is because Antiochus Epiphanes is a type or forerunner of the Antichrist.

Remember we discussed how many prophecies have dual fulfillments?


Partial fulfillment in the past, with a complete fulfillment yet future

Parts of this prophecy apply to Antiochus Epiphanes, others surely to the Antichrist.


Daniel 9:27


“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week;  and in the 

  midst of the week, he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease”



This is definitely speaking of the Antichrist.  

As for the relationship between the visions so far:


Daniel has seen the kingdoms that will rule over Israel for the remainder of 


human history as we know it.  

       Kingdom 1:  Babylon


            2:  Persia



3:  Greece



4:  Rome (past and future revived empire)



5:  Eternal kingdom

Daniel 2  (Nebuchadnezzar’ statue)  -  Focus on 1st, 4th, and eternal kingdom

Daniel 7  (Daniel’s 4 beasts) – Focus on 4th and eternal kingdom

Daniel 8   (Ram and Goat) – Focus on 2nd and 3rd kingdoms

These passages, taken together, give insight into all 5 of the kingdoms.

Daniel 9 contains a magnificent prayer that truly reveals Daniel’s heart

    (and shows why God would love him so much)

It also records what has been called the Backbone of Biblical Prophecy.  

      (Daniel’s 70 weeks)

Read Dan 9:1-3

We are now at least 12 years after the vision received in chapter 8.

Q:  What triggered Daniel’s prayer?

Realized Jeremiah had been told by God that the Babylonian captivity would last 70 years.

Read Dan 9:4-14

Q:  What stands out to you in Daniel’s prayer?


Notice how he includes himself with Israel instead of standing in 

condemnation of them

Q:  What does Daniel say about Israel?

· Didn’t keep their covenant promises

· Didn’t repent when God brought judgment

Q:  What does he say about God?


He is faithful and just

Perhaps in response to Daniel’s purity of heart,  God pulls back the curtain of the future and shows Daniel what is to come.

Read Dan 9:20-27

So Daniel is told that there are 70 weeks remaining for Israel in which God will:

· Finish the transgression and make an end of sin 

(Stop their rebellion and finally submit to God)

· Make an atonement for their sin

· Bring in everlasting righteousness (Millennial Kingdom)

· Seal up the vision and prophecy (Complete its fulfillment)

· Annoint the Most Holy (Accept the Messiah as their ruler)

These “weeks” are actually weeks of years, so 1 week is 7 years.


God tells Daniel that there are 490 (360 day) years remaining to take us to 
the end of history as we know it.

Q:  Obviously, we are about 2500 years past Daniel’s prophecy, so did God make a 

       mistake?

The 70 weeks are broken into 3 groups:  7, 62, and 1  (In years:  49, 434, 7)


7 weeks:    Decree to rebuild Jerusalem until completion in time of Ezra and 



       Nehemiah


 + 49 weeks:   Death of Jesus on the Cross


The most precise, amazing prophecy in all of scripture!

· 70 weeks of years (490 360-day years)

· Solely about Israel (your people – Dan 9:24)

· Clock started ticking when the Persian king Artaxerxes issued 

     the decree to rebuild Jerusalem (March 5, 444BC)

· Jesus died on the cross on March 30, AD 33 – Exactly 483 

     years (7 x 69) or 173,880 days later.

· Daniel’s 70th week (7 year tribulation period) is yet to be 

     fulfilled

Hitchcock The End, p 67


1 week:   Still waiting to happen


Q:  Why the gap?

       Rom 11:1-2a, 11-15, 25-27


“I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?  May it 

  never be!  For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of 

  Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected His 

  people whom He foreknew.  I say then, they did not stumble 

  so as to fall, did they? May it never be!  But by their 

  transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make 

  them jealous.  Now if their transgression is riches for the 

  world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much 

  more will their fulfillment be!  For if their rejection is the 

  reconciliation of the world, what will  their acceptance be but    

  life from the dead?  For I do not want you, brethren, to be 

  uninformed of this mystery – so that you will not be wise in 

  your own estimation – that a partial hardening has happened 

  to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so

  all Israel will be saved; just as it  is written, The Deliverer will

  come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.  This 

                          is My covenant with them, when  I take away their sins”

God pressed the pause button in His dealings with Israel so that Gentiles could be brought into His kingdom.  We are currently living in this pause – the church age.

Paul referred to the church age as a “mystery”

Eph 3:3,5-6

By revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in 

brief…which in other generations was not made know to the sons of men, as 

it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  to 

be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, 

and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

When the “fullness of the Gentiles has come in”, God will remove the church from the world in the rapture and the focus of God’s redemptive program will once again shift to Israel. 

Q:  So, what starts this final 7 years, according to the revelation given to Daniel?


The Antichrist makes a covenant with Israel  (Dan 9:27)



This is likely a peace agreement or agreement for protection.


 
     Rev 6:2


  

“I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it 

                                      had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out 

  conquering and to conquer”

· White horse symbolizes peace

· Bow with no arrows – peaceful conquerer

Note:  The Antichrist breaks the covenant after 3 ½ years 

· Stops the temple sacrifices (which means 3rd temple has to exist)

· Sets himself up in the temple to be worshipped as god.

· Turns his full wrath toward the Jews 

Jesus spoke of this in Matt 24:15-22
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