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Daniel 7

Today, we begin our study of Daniel 

The Man:  Daniel

Part of the royal court of Judah.

Man of integrity and wisdom.

Ministered until ~536 BC.  Book likely written ~535-525 BC.

Lived in Jerusalem until Babylon invaded and deported him and fellow

 countrymen to Babylon in 605 BC.

1400:    Conquest of the Land – Israel enters under Joshua




Existed under covenant – Obedience = blessing, rebellion = 

removal from the land (prophets sent to remind & warn)

931:      Divided Kingdom – Judah (South) and Israel (North)

722:
 Northern Kingdom of Israel falls to Assyria

The fall of the Southern Kingdom to Babylon took place through a series of 3 attacks and deportations.


1st :  605 BC


        Jehoikim (put on throne by Egypt) revolted against Babylon.


        Nebuchadnezzar took control of country, Jehoikim & select valuable 

        people taken to Babylon – Daniel, Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednigo 


2nd:  598 BC


        Jehoikim revolts again – dies


        Jehoaichin placed on throne for 3 months, then surrenders to Babylon



Babylon takes temple treasures, king’s treasuries



Over 8000 men exiled – all but the poor.  Ezekiel taken.


3rd:  597-586  BC


        Zedekiah rules



Siege and famine (horrific – parents eating dead children)



Jerusalem burned, temple burned



All but the poorest of the poor exiled to Babylon

The Book

Divided into 2 parts.


Ch 1-6 :  Stories of Daniel and his 3 friends


Ch 7-12 :  Deal with future events for Israel (prophecy)

The next two weeks, we’ll focus on chapters 7-12.

Q:  What’s the purpose of biblical prophecy?

· To tell us future events (warning, encouragement)

· To authenticate God’s word

Isaiah 46:9-10

For I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is no one like Me.

Declaring the end from the beginning,
And from ancient times things which have not been done,
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established,
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’

There were two types of prophets.

1) Forthtellers – Majority.  Speak God’s word (truth) to the issues of  their 

    own time.  When they did predict, it was for the purpose of 

    changing behavior. 

2) Foretellers – Looked to the future with an eye on the present.  Speak 

     future events and then exhort people to live holy lives in 

     preparation.

Daniel was a special breed of prophet.  


Jesus himself called Daniel a prophet in Matthew 24 and referred to Daniel’s 

prophecy of the antichrist

Three times, Daniel was told by angelic messengers that he was “greatly 

beloved”



“Daniel stands alone among all the great servants of God with this

 specific threefold kind of endorsement”





        Rosenthaal, Zion’s Fire, Mar/Apr 2014

God used Daniel to reveal the progression of world empires that would emerge to rule over Israel, including those in existence at the Second Coming of Christ.

Read Dan 7:1-8

So Daniel’s vision starts with the 4 winds of heaven stirring the Great Sea.


This stirring causes 4 great beasts to rise out of the sea.

Q:  What is the Great Sea and what are the 4 winds?


Great Sea – Mediterranean – represents the Gentile nations


4 winds – powers originating in heaven (possibly angels) which stir


                 this region in order to advance God’s plans for Israel


“The Mediterranean nations, in their own thinking, are ‘stirred up’ with the 

intent to control/destroy Israel, but in God’s sovereign plan, He is 

orchestrating events and preserving Israel until the second coming of Christ 

and the glorious final triumph over all evil.”










Rosenthaal

Daniel’s personal vision parallels the vision of King Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2.

Q:  What was Nebuchadnezzar’s vision regarding coming world empires?



Great statue



Head of Gold



Chest of Silver



Torso of Bronze



Legs of Iron, Feet of Iron and Clay

            Great statue is then crushed by a stone not cut with human hands


Q:  Why do you think Daniel sees the same progression of nations pictured as 

ferocious, terrifying beasts?



Nebuchadnezzar’s dream reveals the course of Gentile history 

through the eyes of a pagan king – from that perspective, it is an 

impressive statue.  

Daniel’s perspective is that of a godly, Jewish believer.  From that 

perspective, the 4 beasts are ravenous and terrifying.  

With all prophecy, you will find varying beliefs about the interpretation.  

1)  Head of gold / Lion with eagle wings   -    Babylon

2)  Chest of silver / Bear 
-     Medo-Persia


3 Ribs in its mouth  = Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt 

3)   Torso of bronze / Leopard     -     Greece

4 wings and 4 heads =  The 4 generals who divided up the empire after 




    Alexander the Great died

4)  Legs of Iron, Feet of Iron & Clay  /   Unnamed Beast   -    Roman Empire


This beast was so different from the others that there was no animal 


parallel to describe it.


It was, rather, described by its traits.



Dreadful, terrifying, extremely strong, large iron teeth.



Devours, crushes, and tramples enemies 


This beast had 10 horns.  Then, a little horn came up and uprooted 3 of the 


previous horns.   



The little horn had eyes like a man and a mouth that boasted greatly.

So, Daniel is shown 4 empires that take us to the end of human history.  

Read Daniel 7:15-18

Q:  What will the final kingdom be, according to vs 18?


The Kingdom of God

Q:  What encouragement should this bring to us today?

Before this can come into being, something truly terrible must happen.

Much prophecy has dual fulfillment – that is, part was fulfilled in the past and part remains to be fulfilled in the future.

The 4th beast prophecy and the little horn is one of those.  

Q:  What do we know about the little horn so far?


Insignificant at first


Overthrows 3 kings


Is a man that boasts great things

Read Dan 7:19-24

Q:  What else does the little horn do in these verses?


Wars against the saints and overpowers them


Speaks against God


Attempts to change times and laws

Q:  Who is this little horn?


The antichrist

We get another description of him in Rev 13:1-8


Here again,

· Beast rises from the sea (Gentile nations)

· Has characteristics of all the previous empires

· Empowered by Satan (dragon)

· One of the heads (antichrist) slain and resurrected

· Vs 5 – Antichrist 

· Antichrist blasphemes, wars with saints and overcomes many

So, the Antichrist is the political/religious leader of this final world system – a one world government.
Revelation 13:11-17 also describes another beast

· Arises from the earth (perhaps Jewish, not Gentile)

· Looks like a lamb but speaks like a dragon

· Performs great miracles

· Sole focus us getting people to worship the Antichrist

Verses 11-12 couples the three evil personages of the Tribulation that are the opposite counterparts of the person of God. Just as the dragon has already been anti-God and the first beast is anti-Christ, so the second beast will be anti-Spirit. His capacity in working for the worship of the Antichrist will correspond with the present ministry of the Holy Spirit. This second beast is the False Prophet. He will not seek to cause people to worship himself. He will not court his own personal prestige but will work purely for the purpose of getting others to worship the Antichrist. This evil scheme will be used by the devil and his 2 cohorts to deceive people during the Tribulation. 
The fact that the antichrist arises from the Roman empire (renewed) is confirmed in Daniel 9:26.


“Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, 


   and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the 

   sanctuary”

Q:  Who destroyed the temple after Jesus was killed (cut off)?


The Romans

There is no doubt based on these verses that the antichrist will arise from a renewed Roman empire.  

That said, there is currently great debate among prophecy scholars as to the exact part of the empire this will involve.  

Until recently, I think it was pretty unanimously believed that the antichrist 


would arise from Europe (the western part of the empire) – a revived, 

powerful European Union from which the antichrist would dominate the world.

Recently, however, some scholars/thinkers have arisen who challenge this stance, saying instead that the antichrist would arise from the EASTERN part of the empire


Syria, Turkey, Egypt – Arabs

Western Leg Theory

· Revival of old empire through European Union (one world government)

· Rise of the Euro

Computer systems in Brussels have capability to manage all the world’s finances

· False Prophet arises from Catholic Church (Pope)

Pope Francis – huge push to unite world religions (one world religion)

  June 8 – Muslim prayers and Koran reading at Vatican for first



time in history 

Eastern Leg Theory

· Establishment of a Caliphate (10 horns) is basis for one world 

Government     Currently happening with ISIS

· Islamic Escatology currently and actively looks for their messiah

-   Does the things the Bible attributes to Antichrist

· Appears at time of great world conflict to bring peace

· Kills all who won’t convert (wages war/overcomes saints)

· Jesus appears with him and goes throughout the world 

Convincing people they were wrong about him being son of God/should worship the Mahdi 

"He will descend in the Holy Land at a place called Afiq with a spear in his hand; he will kill with it al-Dajjal (the Antichrist of Islamic eschatology) and go to Jerusalem at the time of the morning prayer. The Imam will seek to yield his place to him, but Jesus will refuse and will worship behind him according to the Sharia of Muhammad. Thereafter he will kill the swine, break the cross, and kill all the Christians who do not believe in him. Once al-Dajjal is killed, all the Peoples of the Book (i.e., Jews and Christians) will believe in him and will form one single umma of those who submit to the will of God. Jesus will establish the rule of justice and will remain for forty years, after which he will die. His funeral will take place in Medina, where he will be buried beside Muhammad, in a place between Abu Bakr and Umar."

Q:  As we see pieces moving into place, what should our reaction be?
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