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Revelation 17-18
Last session we looked at the “satanic duo” of the Antichrist and False Prophet.

-  “Death and resurrection” of the Antichrist at the Tribulation midpoint


-   Subsequent worldwide worship of the Beast


-   Mark of the Beast issued by the False Prophet in order to buy or sell

We then saw the outpouring of the 7 Bowl Judgments on the kingdom of the Beast.
7 Bowl Judgments (Bowls of the Wrath of God – Rev 16:1)
1) Malignant sores on those who have taken the mark of the beast

2) Sea becomes thick blood and everything in it dies
3) Rivers and springs of water become blood
4) Men scorched with fierce heat

5) Bowl poured out “on the throne of the beast”, kingdom is 

      darkened, and they gnaw their tongues because of the pain

6) Waters of the Euphrates are dried up so that the Kings of the East 

can cross for Armageddon

At this point, John sees 3 “unclean spirits like frogs” coming out of the mouths of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet.

Spirits gather all the kings of the world to fight against God in “the war of the great day of God the Almighty”

7) A voice from God’s throne declares “It is done”

· Greatest earthquake in human history

· Cities of the nations fall

· Every island disappears, Every mountain leveled

· 100 pound hailstones fall from heaven

Even though the earthdwellers know clearly what is happening, they continue to blaspheme God.
Chapters 17 and 18 back up a bit in time and look more deeply at the worldwide Antichrist system.
Read Rev 17:1-6
Chapters 17 and 18 deal with some very key players (entities)  in the end times scenario.

· Babylon the Great  

Rev 14:8


And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon 


the great, she who has made all the nations drink the wine of the passion of 


her immorality.

Rev 16:17a,19

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air…The great city was

split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  Babylon the great was 

remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.


Covered in greater depth in Chapter 18.

· The Great Harlot 
We’ll start with Babylon.
As we discussed in lesson 3, all pagan religions trace their origin back to Genesis 11:

Nimrod and the Tower of Babel.

Nimrod was the great grandson of Noah
First world dictator

Founder of Babylon and Assyria
His name means “we will rebel”

Gen 10:8,10-11

Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the 

earth.  The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and 

Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  From that land he went forth into Asyria, and 

built Nineveh..

Gen 10:9 (properly translated) says that Nimrod was a mighty hunter in defiance of the Lord.
Josephus said:

Nimrod persuaded mankind not to ascribe their happiness to God, but to think that his own excellency was the source of it.  And he soon changed things into a tyranny, thinking that there was no other way to wean men from the fear of God, than by making them rely upon his own power.







Antiquities of the Jews. I.c.4.2
The earliest form of paganism was sun worship.

Originated on the plain of Shinar under Nimrod.


The Babylonian religion was absorbed by successive world empires, 


ultimately being declared “christian” by Constantine and incorporated into 


the system of Roman Catholicism.  

So, Nimrod was an Assyrian who founded the first earthly kingdom in defiance of the Lord (Babylon),
Q:  Where is Assyria?


Northern Iraq


Eastern Syria


Northwestern Iran


Southeastern Turkey

The Assyrians of today are the descendants of the ancient Assyrian people, one of the earliest civilizations emerging in the Middle East, and have a history spanning over 6760 years.

Assyrians are not Arabian or Arabs, we are not Kurdish, our religion is not Islam. The Assyrians are Christian, with our own unique language, culture and heritage.  






http://www.nineveh.com/whoarewe.htm

The final world dictator who does this (Antichrist) is also said to be an Assyrian.

Micah 5:5-6 (Messianic passage)

This One will be our peace, when the Assyrian invades our land, when he tramples on our citadels, then we will raise up against him seven shepherds and eight leaders of men.  They will shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, the land of Nimrod at its entrances; and he will deliver us from the Assyrian when he attacks our land and when he tramples our territory.

Isaiah 10 also describes the Assyrian.
There are various opinions on this.

-  The Assyrian is just a title


-  The Antichrist will literally be an Assyrian


-  The Antichrist will be Nimrod himself – resurrected

Nimrod as the Antichrist:   http://www.redmoonrising.com/Giza/raiders1.htm

Those who reject the literal Assyrian Antichrist do so because of the passage about the destruction of the temple indicating that the destroyers (Romans) would be the people of the “prince who is to come”.
It is possible, however, that the Antichrist will satisfy both – of Assyrian descent but part of this revived Roman empire.

Either way, the end time system of Babylon the Great is the culmination of something set in motion long ago.
Let’s look now at the Great Harlot.
  What we know about her:

Vs 1 - Sits on many waters


     Global presence 

Vs 2 - 
Committed acts of immorality with kings of the earth


Makes the earthdwellers drunk with the wine of her immorality

 Spiritual immorality – idolatry, blasphemy
Vs 3 - 
Rides the Beast

The beast here is the worldwide political system seen in Daniel 7 and Revelation 13. 

Her position on it indicates that she is controlling it at this time.

Vs 4 -  Clothed in purple and scarlet

            Adorned with precious stones and pearls

            Holds a chalice filled of abominations and unclean things



Purple – predominant color of imperial Rome



Scarlet – color adopted by Roman Catholicism



Abominations – idolatry



Golden chalice – precious, shining, beautiful.  Outwardly appears to 



be a utensil for God’s service, but inside it’s filled with abominable 



things.


Vs 5 – Name written on her forehead



Capitalized in the original manuscript



MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 



HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH
Vs 6 – Drunk with the blood of the saints
It is estimated that the Papacy was responsible for the deaths of 50 


million Christians in Europe alone!  


Total estimated deaths worldwide top 150 million.

One pope in one afternoon murdered more Christians than all Roman emperors put together.
There is very strong reason to believe that this Woman riding the beast is the Vatican – no other world entity even comes close to matching the description.
John’s reaction of astonishment validates the claim that the Woman is some 


form of church.  He wouldn’t have been astonished if it was a pagan religious

 or political system. 
Read Rev 17:7-13
Most scholars believe this beast that “was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss” is a revived Roman Empire.

Vs 9 –  The 7 heads are 7 mountains on which the woman sits


 In prophecy, “mountains” are governments  (Daniel 4)
Vs 10 – Seven heads = 7 kings (kingdoms – identical in Hebrew):

5 are fallen



1 is



1 has not yet come

 Missler calls these Satan’s Seven Super-Kingdoms

    
       Fallen:       Egypt


  


  Assyria
  Babylon  




  Persia






  Greece 
        Is:              Rome   
        Coming:    Rome II (10 horns)        
Vs 11  -   Eighth = Beast/11th Horn/Antichrist

This eighth king (Antichrist) is one of the seven – the one of the seven   “which was and is not”. 
The leader will come out the 1 empire that no longer exists – Assyria.
So, the Antichrist arises from the 10 king rulers of the 7th kingdom (Revived Roman Empire to come).  Thus, he is the 11th horn.  Once he takes his place, his becomes the 8th kingdom.
Vs 12 -   The 10 horns are 10 kings that will rule with the Antichrist for a brief time

   (Daniel 2, Daniel 7)
Read Rev 17:14-18
Q:  What will these kings¸ along with the Antichrist¸ do (vs 14)?

Vs 15 – The harlot is spread over peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues 


  (worldwide reach)

Vs 16 -  At some point, the Antichrist’s kingdom will turn on the Harlot (Religious 


  System) and destroy it

  This is likely when the Antichrist sets himself up to be worshiped as god

Vs 18 -  The woman whom you saw IS the great city which REIGNS (present tense) 


  over the kings of the earth.


  Q:  What city was reigning over the kings of the earth when this was 


         written?


      Rome


      The woman is almost certainly the Roman church (Vatican)

Notes: 

The woman is not the beast.  She controls and exploits the beast initially but is ultimately destroyed by the ten kings.

Mystery Babylon is the world’s false religious system that started in Babylon 

and has been 
associated with Rome since the earliest centuries until now.  
So, in summary:  

It seems that Religious Babylon will control the world for the first 3 ½ years of the Tribulation as the Beast system defers to her.  
Near the midpoint of the Tribulation, the 10 kings will destroy the religious system and Economic Babylon will take over under the Antichrist’s rule.

Read Rev 18:1-8
These verses describe the destruction of the economic system of Babylon the Great.

Vs 2 -  Birds are associated with Satan in Matt 12:31-32

Vs 7 – “I am no widow” 

Perhaps a deliberate contrast and boast against Israel, who is presented as 


both widowed and divorced in scripture

Vs 8 – Note that her destruction will happen in a day.
Read Rev 18:9-19

Vs 10 – Destruction happens in one hour 


  This is now possible – wasn’t until modern warfare technology

Three groups of people mourn over the destruction:
Kings 

Merchants

Ship Captains

After WWII, the nations of Europe were devastated.  
They started putting systems in place through treaties to keep this from ever happening again.  


The idea was to unite the economy first and then build on that.


The European Community evolved, built on world trade.  

It is moving to be the Rome II of Revelation.

So, scripture seems clear that the Antichrist arises from a revived Roman Empire.

The question then becomes, where is this city Babylon and how is it connected?


Several possibilities have been proposed:



New York City is Babylon the Great.



Babylon is used allegorically to refer to Rome



Babylon really means Babylon.

If you take the Bible literally and factor in all the Old Testament prophecies,  it would appear that the revived Roman Empire and Antichrist system is somehow moved to Babylon.

This may be alluded to in Zechariah.


Read Zechariah 5:5-11


Ephah – basket and standard commercial measure of volume


Talent – standard commercial measure of weight



Storks – unclean birds

If this fits, the woman (Harlot) is transported to Babylon (Shinar), where a temple is built for her, indicating a global power shift from Rome to Babylon.
Read Rev 18:20-24

We have seen that the kings, merchants, and sea traders will mourn over Babylon’s destruction.

Q:  What is the reaction in heaven?

Vs 20 -   The only command in Revelation to rejoice


    Q:  Why did God pronounce judgment on Babylon?



    For the people of God



    Rev 6:10-11 – the martyrs are told they must wait a little while 





    longer to be avenged

Revelation 19-22
Tonight, we finish the book of Revelation by looking at what God has in store for both His children and His enemies.

Last week, we looked at the destruction of the end-time one world religious system and one world commercial system – Mystery Babylon and Babylon the Great.

We start by looking at heaven’s response to Babylon’s destruction.

Read Rev 19:1-6

There has always been a question about what people in heaven remember about their past lives and what they know about current things on the earth.

Q:  What can you gather about those questions from this passage?


Vs 5 – the multitudes speaking are his bond-servants (people)


Vs 2 – they know what has been going on 

Read Rev 19:7-10

Here we see the Marriage of the Lamb

Q:  Who is the Lamb?

Q:  Who is the Bride?

       Bride is NOT Israel.  Israel is:


Wife of Yahweh (Is 54:1,4)


Harlot (Ezek 16:35)


Divorced (Is 54:4-9, Jer 3:8-14, Hos 2: 14-19)


Widowed  (Lam 1:1, Is 54:4)

Note:  The High Priest is forbidden to marry a divorced or widowed 

            woman! (Lev 21:10,13,14)


Q:  Who is our High Priest?



Heb 2:17  -  JesuseH
 
So, the CHURCH is the virgin bride of Christ.



2 Cor 11:2



Eph 5:22-23


Vs 8 – Note, it was given/granted that she should be clothed in fine linen (as 



opposed to earned)



We are pure, not because of our works but because of His grace!

In ancient Israel, marriages took place in several phases:

1) Selection of the Bride by the Father

2) Bethrothal of the Bride and Groom

The groom would go back to prepare a place for his bride.

When his father deemed the work complete, the groom would return to get his bride.

3) Marriage of the Bride and Groom

4) Marriage Supper or Celebration

Vs 9 – Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 


      Lamb



      This will likely be Old Testament saints and Tribulation saints


       Some scholars see this happening solely in heaven.


       Others see it starting in heaven but continuing into the millennial 


       kingdom.


Read Rev 19:11-14

This is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

He is accompanied by the “armies which are in heaven”


Vs 14 – Armies are “clothed in fine linen, white and clean”


  Q:  Who is this (Rev 19:8)?


         So, the church returns from Heaven with Jesus at the second coming.

Read Rev 19:15-19

Q:  What do we call this?


The Battle of Armageddon



The Antichrist and the kings of the earth assemble to come against 



Christ and His armies.

Note:  This was prophesied before the flood by Enoch.



Jude 1:14-15



It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation 



from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many 



thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to 



convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have 



done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly

 sinners have spoken against Him.”


This is also described by Zechariah:



Zech 14:2-4

For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city will be taken, and the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.

Note:  Unlike the rapture, where Jesus returns in the clouds to meet us in the air,    

the Second Coming sees Jesus coming WITH the saints and returning TO the earth.

Read Rev 19:20-21

Q:  What happens the Antichrist and the False Prophet?


Thrown alive into the Lake of Fire

Note:  They are human beings

Q:  What happens to all the rest of the enemy humans?


The are killed by the spoken words of Christ


Note:  This leaves only surviving Tribulation saints alive to go into the 



Millennial Kingdom

Read Rev 20:1-6

We’ve seen the judgment of the Antichrist and False Prophet.

Q:  What happens to Satan (the Dragon)?


Seized


Chained


Thrown into the abyss for 1000 years

Note – he’s bound by a regular angel. 



He’s not equally powerful with Jesus!

Vs 4 – John sees thrones that are set up in the earth.


Rev 3:21


He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as 


I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.


The first resurrection is a category, not an order.


It first resurrection occurs in stages before the millennium:

          Jesus Christ = firstfruits


          Some Old Testament saints 


     
      Matt 27:50-53




And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His




Spirit. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from 




top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 




The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who 




had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs 




after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared 




to many.




Note:  the use of the word “many” implies that this is only a 

                                                partial rapture of the OT saints.


          Rapture of the church



       I Thess 4:13-18



       I Cor 15:51-53


          Resurrection of tribulation believers and remaining OT saints


Dan 12:1-2



      Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over 



      the sons of your people, will arise.  And there will be a time of 



      distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that 


     time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written 


     in the book, will be rescued.  Many of those who sleep in the dust of


     the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to

     disgrace and everlasting contempt.


The second resurrection occurs after the millennium (Rev 20:5)


       “rest of the dead” = nonbelievers

At this point, Christ establishes his millennial kingdom and reigns on earth for 1000 years.


Note:  This is NOT heaven or eternity.



There will be death and sin.



People will own land and have crops.

Read Rev 20:7-10

At the end of the 1000 years, Satan is freed

Deceives the nations

Leads them to the final war against the saints in Jerusalem

Fire from heaven devours them all

Satan is thrown into the lake of fire

Read Rev 20:11-15

This is the Final Judgment – Great White Throne  (referenced in vs 5)

There are no believers in this judgment. 

Revelation 20:14-15

“Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire”

Finally, God creates a new Heaven and a new Earth

Read Rev 21:1-9

Q:  So, where do believers spend eternity?

Rev 21:10-21 describes the New Jerusalem in greater detail.


Vs 16 


It’s a cube 1500 mi in each direction


To put that in perspective, the footprint would go from Miami to Maine, then 


west toward Minneapolis and down to Houston. 

Read Rev 21:22-27

Notice that there are still nations and kings – it is life as it was meant to be before the fall.

Read Rev 22:1-7, 12-16

Q:  What is the message repeated by Jesus here?

Our response?

Read Rev 22:17-21
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