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Revelation 10-12
Last week we finally reached the part of Revelation that people actually think of when they think of the book – the seven year Tribulation period.

Timeline of the Tribulation

Jesus Christ receives the 7 sealed scroll (Revelation 5), which contains the 7 

Seal Judgments. 

Each judgment is poured out as the seals are successively broken (Rev 6)

The first 4 Seals are called the 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse.

1) White Horse and rider – Antichrist

Comes as peacemaker (bow with no arrows)

Makes a deal with “the many” – peace covenant between Israel 

        and other nations

2) Red Horse and rider – War (Peace removed from the earth)

3) Black Horse and rider – Famine

4) Ashen Horse and rider with Hades following along – Death

Death takes the body,  Hades takes the soul (of the nonbeliever)

Given authority to kill ¼ of earth with war, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts (Rev 6:8)

The last 3 seals are as follows:

5) Martydom – Those who become Christians are martyred for their 






     testimony and witness

6) Terror -  Great Earthquake

a. Sun and moon darkened

b. Stars fall to the earth

c. Sky is split apart and every mountain and island is moved

d. Earthdwellers hide themselves from the Wrath of the Lamb

7) Silence in Heaven for ½ hour

Seven angels given 7 trumpets

This starts the 7 Trumpet Judgments (Revelation 8 & 9)

1) Hail and fire mixed with blood 

· 1/3 of earth and trees and all grass burned up

2) Something like great mountain burning with fire cast into the sea


 -  1/3 of sea creatures die;  1/3 of ships are destroyed

 -  1/3 of sea turned to blood

3) Great star (asteroid) strikes earth, poisoning 1/3 of the waters

4) 1/3 of sun, moon, and stars darkened


No light for 1/3 of day or 1/3 of night

            5)   Stinging locusts released from bottomless pit (demonic) to torment 

                  people for 5 months 

 Hurts so bad, people beg to die but can’t

6)   4 angels (fallen) who are bound at the Euphrates river are 

released 

              1/3 of mankind killed by them

Sadly, even after all of this, we are told the following:

                 Revelation 9:20-21
                 “The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did

                   not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship 

                   demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of 

 stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; and they
 did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
 
 immorality nor of their thefts.”

This brings us to Chapter 10.

Some believe Rev 10-14 is parenthetical (not necessarily chronological)

Read Rev 10:1-2

John sees a “strong angel” – likely the Angel of the Lord (Jesus Himself as manifested in the Old Testament).
Read Rev 10:5-11

Vs 7 - The strong angel announced that the “mystery of God” would be 
           finished at the 7th trumpet sounding.  According to Barnes:

Here the particular reference is to the divine purpose which had been long concealed respecting the destiny of the world, or respecting the setting up of his kingdom, but which had been progressively unfolded by the prophets. That purpose would be "finished," or consummated, in the time when the seventh angel should begin to sound. Then all the "mystery" would be revealed; the plan would be unfolded; the divine purpose, so long concealed, would be manifested, and the kingdom of the Messiah and of the saints would be set up on the earth. Under that period, the affairs of the world would be ultimately wound up, and the whole work of redemption completed. 

Vs 6 – The strong angel states that there would be delay no longer

Q:  Why had (has) God delayed these events of judgment?


I Pet 3:3-4, 9

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with 

their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying ‘Where is 

the promise of His coming?  For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all


continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”  The Lord is 

not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Vs 9 -  John’s command to “eat the little book” is like that given to Jeremiah
            and Ezekiel.

 Q:  What does the book contain?

             God’s words

 Q:   What does the command to eat it demonstrate?

             John (and the others) had to ingest it themselves before they could 

             preach it to others          

Q:  Why did it taste sweet but sour his stomach?




God’s truths are sweet to believers but the promise




of judgment is bitter to nonbelievers.

Read Rev 11:1-2

These verses clearly indicate that the temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt.  


This is also indicated in:


Matt 24:15


“Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which 


   was spoken of through Daniel the prophet standing in the holy place…”


2 Thes 2:3-4


Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy 


comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 


who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 


worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as 


being God.

The command not to measure the outer court indicates that Gentiles will be 

in control of Jerusalem at this point.

At this point, two witnesses are sent by God to prophesy for 1260 days

Read Rev 11:3-6

Many think this will be Moses and Elijah (miracles are similar)

Read Rev 11:7-14
When their testimony is finished, they are killed by the 

Antichrist

· Lie dead in the streets of Jerusalem for 3 ½ days 

Sodom – Is 1:9-10, 3:8-9; Jer 23:14, Deut 32:30-33

Egypt  -  Ezek 23:3,4,8,19

· People of the earth watch and celebrate, giving gifts 

· God raises them from the dead and they are taken to heaven in a cloud as

      their enemies watch

· A great earthquake strikes the city where they were killed

· 1/10 of city fell

· 7000 people killed

· Survivors “gave glory to God”

Note:  The literal fulfillment of this passage wasn’t possible even 20 years 


ago.


Q:  Why would I say this?



This has to be seen in real time world-wide


       Satellite, internet, cell phones allow this to be possible

Finally, Christ’s victory is celebrated in heaven (Rev 11:15-19)

Read Rev 12:1-4

Note:  For what it’s worth, this sign actually appears literally in the heavens on 
            September 23, 2017.


Woman – virgo


Crown – typically has 9 stars but in 2017, the wandering stars



   (planets – Mercury, Venus, and Mars) join to make the 12


Clothed with the sun – sun is at her shoulder


Moon is at her feet


Jupiter (king planet) is in birth position relative to constellation Virgo


Those who study this say this won’t repeat again in history.




Question:  who named the constellations?





Job refers to them and Job was probably a contemporary of 

Abraham




God placed them and named them to depict His redemptive 



Plan.
Read Rev 12:5-6

Q:  Who is the woman?


Israel

Q:   Who is the male child?


Jesus

Vs 6 speaks of a remnant of Jewish believers who will escape to the wilderness when the Antichrist sets himself up in the temple to be god (3 ½ years into the Tribulation, according to Daniel 11). 

Many believe they will escape to Petra


The details follow in the next verses.

Rev 12:7-17

This speaks of one final war in heaven.

Satan still has access to heaven right now.  This is clear in Job.


Wiersbe: 

          When Satan sees the rapture of the church, the transformation 

and rewarding of the saints, he will fully experience his failure and 

defeat.   He will be there accusing the saints as we are judged for our works, but we will be declared righteous.  He will be enraged and try one final time to overthrow God.

This results in him being cast out of heaven eternally.  


Look at verse 12b.  



Q:  What does Satan know at this point?



Q:  What is his response?




Enraged




Turns his wrath on Israel

       Supernaturally empowers both the Antichrist (so far




       just a world leader and peacemaker) and the False Prophet

                                           at this point (Rev 13)



       Antichrist stops temple service and sets himself up there as 



       God (Daniel 9)



       Jesus spoke of this in Matt 24:15-25

Jewish remnant flees to wilderness (Petra?) and is supernaturally protected for 3 ½ years.


Unable to destroy the remnant of Israel, Satan turns his


attention to “her children”


          Likely, other Jews and Christians

Revelation 13-16
Our studies so far have brought us to the mid-point of the Tribulation period.  


7 Seal Judgments and 7 trumpet judgments have been unleashed on the 

world.  

Revelation 12 tells of a final war in heaven.  


Read Rev 12:7-9, 12-17



Satan (perhaps enraged because his accusations against the saved at 

the Judgment Seat of Christ are all overruled) leads a final revolt.  

He is defeated and cast out of heaven eternally.  



Q:  What is his response?

Read Rev 13:1-2

The antichrist is unveiled at the beginning of the Tribulation Period.

Q:  How do we know this?

-   His signing of the covenant with Israel starts the 7 year clock

-   He is the rider on the white horse pictured in the 1st seal judgment 

          of Rev 4

At this point, John sees a beast coming out of the sea (peoples = Gentiles?)

    7 heads

    10 horns

    Like a leopard with feet like a bear and mouth like a lion

We first see this beast in Daniel 7.


Read Dan 7:1-8

So, Daniel sees 4 beasts.


Same thing Nebuchadnezzar saw in his statue vision but different imagery.


1)  Head of gold / Lion with eagle wings  -  Babylon


2)  Chest of silver / Bear   -   Medo-Persia



3 ribs in its mouth = Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt


3)   Torso of bronze / Leopard  -   Greece

       4 wings and 4 heads =  The 4 generals who divided up the empire after 




           Alexander the Great died

4)  Legs of Iron, Feet of Iron & Clay / Unnamed Beast - Roman Empire


      
This beast was so different from the others that there was no animal 


       
parallel to describe it.


 
It was, rather, described by its traits.



       Dreadful, terrifying, extremely strong, large iron teeth.



       Devours, crushes, and tramples enemies 


     
 This beast had 10 horns.  Then, a little horn came up and uprooted 3 



 of the previous horns.   




The little horn had eyes like a man and a mouth that boasted 




greatly.

Note 1:  The nations these images represent were defined in Daniel 2 when 


   Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was interpreted.

Note 2:  Nebuchadnezzar, from his fallen human perspective, saw these empires as 


  parts of a towering statue (awe-inspiring and desirable).  From Daniel’s 


  godly perspective, they were terrifying beasts.

Read Dan 7:15-28 – the interpretation

Vs 17 – 4 beasts are 4 kings (kingdoms)

Vs 18 -  There is a 5th and final kingdom!

Vs 19 -  Daniel wasn’t interested in the first 3 because they were understandable.

 
  The 4th was something completely different from what he’d ever 


  experienced

         Vs 23 - Antichrist’s worldwide kingdom 

Vs 21, 25 – The little horn (Antichrist) waged war with the saints and overcame

                    them for 3 ½ years.  Also spoke out against God.

Vs 26-27  -  The end of the story!  We rule and reign with Christ     

Read Rev 13:5-7

Vs 5 – Arrogant and blasphemous


Given authority for 3 ½ years

Vs 6  -  Blasphemous

Vs 7  -  Waged war against saints and overcame them


  Given authority over the whole world

So, Daniel and John (Revelation) are describing the exact same scenario,

We are ½ way into the Tribulation Period at this point.


Satan has been cast out of heaven and knows his time is very short.

Read Rev 13:1-4

Vs 2 – His great power and his throne and authority were given to him 

by the Dragon (Satan)
Q:  How could the Dragon grant this kind of authority?

Eph 2:2 – “the prince of the power of the air”


John 12:31 – “the ruler of this world” 


2 Cor 4:4 – “the god of this world”
Up until this point, the Antichrist has headed a 10 nation (likely European) confederation (Rev 17:12-13)


Remember, he’s the little horn that arises after the other 10 horns 

Dan 9:26


“The people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 

  sanctuary.”  (Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD by the Roman Empire)

At this point, however, something profound happens.

Vs 3  -  The Antichrist receives a wound that would be fatal, but is healed 

Note:   This fatal wound healing is a Satan’s counterfeit of Christ’s   

             resurrection.


Satan empowers and gives authority to the Beast (Antichrist) just like 

            God the Father gave authority to and empowered Jesus Christ.

Q:  What does this lead to?

Vs 8 - Worldwide worship of the Beast/Antichrist 

At this point, the Antichrist breaks the covenant with Israel and sets himself up in the new temple to be worshipped



Daniel 9:27



“And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but 

  in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain 

  offering; and on the wing of abomination will come one who makes  

  desolate, even until a complete destruction, on that is decreed, is 

  poured out on the one who makes desolate.”

II Thes 2:3-4  (Speaking of the Day of the Lord/Tribulation)


“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the 

  apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son 

  of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called 

  god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of 

  God, displaying himself as being God.”

We hear a lot about the Antichrist, but there is another person that comes on the scene with him.

Read Rev 13:11-18

Here is the 3rd person of the Satanic Trinity – the False Prophet 

· Arises from the earth (perhaps Jewish, not Gentile)

· Looks like a lamb but speaks like a dragon

· Performs great miracles

· Sole focus us getting people to worship the Antichrist

· Satan’s version of the Holy Spirit.

The False Prophet is the initiator of the mark of the beast.


He sets up an animated image of the beast for the world to 

worship.  The image itself seems to recognize and kill all who

            will not bow down to it.

Everyone must receive the mark of the beast to buy or sell 

anything 
Vs 17 – The number of his name is 666


Hebrew, Greek, and Latin letters all have numerical equivelants.


Add up the numerical values of the letters of his name and you get 666.
So, there is now a satanically empowered world dictator and a one-world religion that worships the Antichrist.  


Worshippers receive a mark that allows them to trade (eat and live).

As always, though, God in His grace does everything in His power to offer salvation and redemption to humanity!

Read Rev 14:6-12

Q:  What do the 3 angels do?


Fly through the sky preaching the gospel, exhorting people to worship God


Declare the fall of Babylon the Great


Warn people not to take the mark of the beast

This is almost certainly what Jesus was referring to in Matt 24:14

“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a  

  testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.”

Read Rev 14:13-20

This “harvest” is one of judgment – gathering the grapes for the wrath of God

All of this ushers in the Great Tribulation – full outpouring of God’s wrath on the earth
Read Rev 16:1-21
· 7 Bowl Judgments (Bowls of the Wrath of God – Rev 16:1)
1) Malignant sores on those who have taken the mark of the beast

2) Sea becomes thick blood and everything in it dies
3) Rivers and springs of water become blood
Revelation 16:5-6

“And I heard the angel of the waters saying, “Righteous are You, who are and who were, O Holy One, because You judged these things; for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink.  They deserve it.”

4) Men scorched with fierce heat

Revelation 16:9

“Men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues, and they did not repent so as to give Him glory.”

5) Bowl poured out “on the throne of the beast”, kingdom is 

      darkened, and they gnaw their tongues because of the pain

      Revelation 16:11

      “They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pain and 

        their sores”

6) Waters of the Euphrates are dried up so that the Kings of the East 

can cross for Armageddon

At this point, John sees 3 “unclean spirits like frogs” coming out of the mouths of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet.

Spirits gather all the kings of the world to fight against God in “the war of the great day of God the Almighty”

7) A voice from God’s throne declares “It is done”

· Greatest earthquake in human history

· Cities of the nations fall

· Every island disappears, Every mountain leveled

· 100 pound hailstones fall from heaven

Revelation 16:21

“Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail”
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